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1. DE3ICNATION COMMAN
31 Battalion, 34 Marines 1tCal J.W. Mgy 1-91 Frroh
Subordingte Units
H&S Company Capt FP.R. MATTHS 1 March
Capt T.W. MNOLD 1=31 Maroh
Irdia Company Capt 0J. LIERACE 1=31 March
Kilo Qompany Capt D.R, FRAE 1=31 March
Lima Company Capt R. "ENSER 1=21 March
Capt F.R. MATTHEWS 21=31 Mgrch
Milke Company Capt W.H. MCADAMS 1-31 Merch
Jttached Unite
Light Section, 1st P1%, "C" Co, 34 Tank Bn.
GySgt R. L. JONES 1=19 March
SSgt N.E. HOSFINS 19-29 March
Section, 2od Flt, "A™ Btry, 1st Bn, ADA, .ﬁ\‘(ﬂ'}. 44th prtillery 034
1-t Ilt r-“- T.EUL 1-21 Mh
1st Lt T. LAPE 27=31 March
Whiskey Btry, 1st Bn, 12th Marines
Capt J.M. STRAFK 29=-31 March
"C" Company, 1st Bn, 4th Marines
Capt O.J. RENFO 1-22 March
Detachment, 250th CMR, TS/ S9gt A. ELLIOT 1=29 March
gﬂﬂtlﬂﬂ-' 1at Pltl bl !h."r, ist Bn, ADA 3P, 44th ﬁill‘,’-l Usa
Sgt F.L. PFRO 1=29 Maroh

3rd Plt, "A" Co, 3d Tank Bn. Gyigt J.R. MCCLELLAND  1-29 Maroh
3rd P1t, "A" Co. 3rd Tank Bn. GySgt J.R. MICIELIAND 29-31 March

Dgtachment, 11th Engineer Bn. 1-29 March

Detachment , FLSG, 1 1-29 March

Navel Gunfire Team, 12th Marines 1-29 March

FO TSiM, HQ. CO., 12th Marines 18tLt WILSON 1-29 March

Detachment, Sound Plt, 2md Bn, 26th grtillery, U3A 1=-29 M-rch
2. Logation:

1=31 March, “uang Tri Province, YD 175723, (4-3), RVN.

3. Staff (Nficors:

Executive Officer Major C.V. LYWW 1=31 March
S~ 1 1etlt D.C. M/RCHWITR 1-31 March
S=2 1stlt 5.L. [SHBURN 1=31 March

Enclosurel 1)
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-3 Major R.F. FIMDLAT JR  1-31 Vareh
S-4 1ot Lt. B.M, LAAPSLE  1-31 March

4. Avorege Monthly Strength.

osMC

SN
FF ENL FF
5 1081 2 5
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The month of March saw a continued increase in enemy amctivity in end
around the castern M7 area. Enomy contact in the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines
#0 correspondingly lncreascd during the first half of the month. Heavy
contact was gained on four occasions during the period 1=16 March. Three
of the four contacts involved WVA units of estimated battalion strongth.
Fva units engaged during this period were not only stronger in number
than those previcusly oncountered by this unit durirg Cperation Kentucky
but wore extrcmely well armodrand equipped. On three cocasions friendly
elomonts wore subjocted to hoavy "volumes of adjusted artillery fire. This
was the first occasion requiring the Battalion to react to WVA artillery
fires, deliverod in support of enemy ground forcos in eontaect. On anly
ona of those ccoaslons was FVA artillery able to inflict a eignifioant
mumber of casualties on the rifle company in contacts It effectively
retarded the Battalions capsbidityito commit a reserve f~roe fron the A-3
poasition %o the point of groudd contact. 1In as much as the A% Position 1is
aituated in the trace, mvenues of access and egress to the.poaition offer
virtually no cover or concemlmert. At such time as ground contact was
gained, the NVA responded by blocking minefield free lanes and eavermes from
A=3 to the point of contact with artillery. Thus thc capability of the
Battalion to reinforce or exploit ground contact was greatly impaired.

On one occasion "L" Company deployed in a patrol base, was unable to move
in suppert of "M" Company, which was heavily engsged, as a result of
acourate artillery fire sirultancously adjustod on both companies.

On 22 March "C" Company, 1st Battalion, 4th Marines was chopped from the
OPCON of the Battalion, nocessitating the rodeployment of "L Company to
A-2. Tho S-3A wes sssigned as tho dofense coordinator of A-2 and the
Battalion Txocutivo Officer was roturmod to A-3. At 291500H the Battallon
fhoppod OPCON of tho #-2 Position to the 2nd AAVY Rogiment at which time
wL" Company was returned to the A-3 Position with the exceptiom of one
platoon which was chopped to the (9th Marine Regiment).

The assumption of OPCOM by the 2nd AMHVN of the A-2 Fosition brought with
it a ‘sutstantiglreduction in the 34 Battalicn, 34 Marines AO. This
refocused the operational emphasis on the areas west of A3 and the Fho Tho
ares to tho south. Oparations to tho northweat of 3 are licmited ln scope
to short range security patrolas as a result of NV) demonstraled ability
to offectivoly adjust artillory on friondly units maneuverirg in this Area.

is a result of 34 Battalion, 51 Marines ambushes and hesvly patrol
activity it was Actermined that little, if any “V! north, souwth infiltration
was sccomplished between *=3 ard 4=2 Auring this repcrting period. It is
suspocted that infiltretion of personnel and supplies to the Minh Xa amd
Fhu Tho area ls boing sccomplishod from a aite locet~A to tha sast of
Route #1, via the esast/west accesses south of Fhu Tho. Increasod attention
will be Aavoted to Aoveloping snd if possible exploiting thia assumption
Aurirg the following month.

Encloaure (1)
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“1though operational res'iness an® morale is ecusidered excellent, there
aroe Aefinite problem areas which will require incroasod commant attention
Auwring thoe following month. Homvier then usunl casualties coupled with
normal rotetion heve significantly reduced the axperionce factor. This

I;Jﬂgh rate of attrition has created-an urgent need to accelerate training
| indootrination. Training objectives have been Aetermined and will

be mot Auring the following month.

With continuad occupancy of /=3 since 29 Decomber 1967, living con-
Aitions have continued to improve. One major aroa of increasing concern
is tho sbsence of a eslf replenishing source of water adequate for approx-
imately 1,000 personncl., FEfforts to sink & woll or Alvert existing water
sheds heve met with marginal success. It is anticipated that unless a more
satisfactory solution to this problem is found a major heslth and sanitation
problom will proportionate to the increase in temperature charactaristio
to the summer season.

Major command and staff changes during the past reporting pericd in-
cluded the Sergeant Major as well as the Commanding Offtoer of Lima Company.

6
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9TQUINTIAL LISTINCS QF SIGFIPIC/NT EVERFS

1« Combat Missions ‘saigneds
n. Baglc Migsion. To conduct missions in essigno?d aroa of

operations in accordance with 3rd MarDiv Oporation Order 59-67.
(Rentucky)

b. To conluct anti infiltration oporations in AD with special
emphasis on interdicting north/south infiltration routes, assume respon-
sibility for enlargud 20, to include ocutpost of Hill #28 with not less
than two riflo companies at night, dofond A-3 and provide protection
for construction effort on Route 566« Roference: 9th Marines Operation
Plan 2-68; 9th Marino Frag Ordor #14 (Oporation Kontucky)

¢. To conduct a roconnalssance in force of Hill 4351 to determine
tho strongth and composition of cnemy forocs in this area anl exploit
supporting fires (Battalion Frag Order 6-68).

2. Significant Oparations Conluatod.

A. 3 March 68 = £t 1445 the 5-3 and Company Commanior of "C" Co.,
18t Bn, 4th Marinos, two platoons and a heavy scction of tanks deployed
from A2 and tied in with "K" Company clomente at 1530 at YD 133723%.
Charlio Company, 1st Bn, 4th Marines socured "E" Companics right flank
by establishing a block st YD 189720. "E" Company end the tank section
confuctod s tank infantry atteck into an ostimated 50 NV) dug in from
YD 19472% to YD 197724. Tho attack closcly followod heavy artillory
prep firos an? m scrocn of CS from an E-8 Gas Launcher. Resistanco
wng broken and "E" Company consolidataed at YD 198723. Some enomy wero
Aestroyed withArswing to the southeast. The majority of tho onomy
woro killaA by small arms. Toesistance by the cnomy was largely sur-
pressed nt the heaviost point of eontmct by 50 and 30 calibor mechine
gun fire from tanks. Tho enemy employed gmall armas, mutomatic weapons
chi-coms and rifle grenstes., Seventeen WV’ bodiea were found in trenchs
as wall as 1 unwourled PO'. The NV’ unit was Aroessed in khpkis, soft
camouf 1nged covers, and ce~tridge belts. The WV’ unit was equipped
with a large supply nf food, packs, new weapons, an ample ammunition
supply and fresh laundry. It is estsblished that 10-15 aAditional enomy
were killed Auring conanlidation and pursuit by firo. Frienily unite
returmod tn their respective positions without incidznt. It is worthy
to noke that only one minor WIA was sustained Auring tho assault.

b. 3 March 1968. Elements of "L" Company established a platoon
patrol base at YD 150727 and cbeerved a small elecmen= moving north at
D 15475 . An artillery mission was fired with marginal coverage. The
Lima Company Commander with a recon element moved foxward to YD 155735
to cbaerve the resulta of the artillery mission and from this point

Enclogure (1)
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obaserved small groups of enemy comverging on his position. The enemy
was engaged with machine gun fire. The enemy started to close with
tha recon element from both flanka., The recon element withdrew to the
patrol base which was displaced forward to YD 1557%. The enemy contimu-
ed to oclose with incremsed force and engaged the patrol within grenade
rarge. A4t 1400H the Battalion Commander dispatched the remainder of Iima
Company to reinforce the engaged unit. By the srrival of the rein-
forcing eleoment an estimated 300 NVA had boen sighted narth of the roasd
in grid 1573 and the north portion of 1572. Fixed wing controlled by
an A0 caused g portion of enemy to break contact and withdraw to the
northeast. lLima Co=~cny reinforcing olement pursued thoe withdrawing
cncmy with M=79s, small arms, and LAAWS., Reogimontal snipera accounted
for nimo Eli's. Under tiue covar of eir and artillery, Iima Company
elementa commenced to break contact upon complotion of a Med Zvac. At
16455, it spposred that Lima Company probcd a battalion size encoy
force moving northoast on tho rosd, whore initisl contrct was mado.

The cnrmy carried large pecks, radios and appearcd to be well equipped.
The anemy woro dressed in groon and khaki uniforme. Snipers killed

ona enemy carrying binocculsrs while Airecting movement of %0 Wi, He
was assumod to be an officers Total emoy EIA's confirmed by ground
fire were B4 NV4, Thies figure doos include enemy confirmed by alr and
artillary. The tactical situation did not parmit Lima Coupany to
search the area for onomy wespons and equipment.

O ch 1968, At 11008 while conducting a sweep at YD 154734,
Mike Company point cloments made contact with an estimated NVA Company
reinforced dug in on both sidos of the French Rosd. Mpon cresting a
ridge at YD 154734 the elomonts woro engaged by and subsequently des=-
troyed throo pachind gun buhkers on tho #cpcgrarhical crest of the
ridge., Three machine guns were captured. Only two machine guns could
be carrisd from the hill, the third gun was dcetroyed. When consol-
idrting initial gains, Mike Company lesd eloments were heavily ergaged
by saveral automntic wompons and heavy fire from spproximately 18
fortificd poeiticna, supported by NVA cmploying chi-coms and AF=47's from
supporting fighting holes. Mike Company commited reinforeing clementa
to tha ridgeline. The cnomy omployed hesvy 60mm and B1mm nartars
followed by 105om artillery which was accurately adjustod. Mike Company
Aestroyed anothor 50 caliber machine gun and porsonnel employod tho M-T9
Auring consolidation. Esrly in the engegoment the F7A attempted to
flank Mike Companys poeifion on the southwest and north flank. NVA
oloments moved unier thoe cover of mortar fire but woere engeged at more
than 150 mctors suf faring hoavy casualtics. The resarve, Lima Company,
was held in position at YD 163737 by heavy 105om eremy artillery recelv—
ed commoncing at 1100H. Difficulty was oxperiemnced in withirawing
casualties Auo to the 4istence from tho polnt of contact to a secure
landing zonoc. Enomy artillery and mortars also necessitated the shift-
ing of the IZ on two occamsions. Tho Med Tvec became confuse’ as
casualties were continously incurred throughout thg ontire epeagemont,

Enelosure( 1)



Although tho close contact gained initially wes with an ostimated RVA
roinforcedl company 1t was supportod and reinforcoed with an estimated
battalion size unit located approximatoly 300-500 meters nirthwcat of

tho initial point of contact. The non avallability of gunships wasa
critical, but the e oa's sccurato atjustments of both fixol wing and

artillery which case! the gsurg. Mobility was lost whon casualties
1”#&&&-{ to a point beyon! the offecotive hanlling crpability of the
company. This made the company vulnorableo to enemy artillory an? mortars
which eccounted for the majority of the casualtida. It ia cetimated
that the enemy omployed a combined total of 150-175 rounda of 105mm
artillary an? 150 rounls of mortar fire on Mike and Lima Companics.

A, 16 March 1%5. "C" Company, 1st Bn, 4th Marinos an! Mike Company
Acploye? to ewcop both sidocs of tho rallrond track in grids 1974, 1973.
At 0948H "c" Nompary whilo moving at YD 195734 contmctod approxiocately
40 KA firing from sovoral locations to tho northwest, north anl north
opast. The Company Commander Aeploycd both platoons an' refused his flanks
to the east and wost., His left flank Aeployod wostward to meot tho
hoaviest rosistancco. The Battalion Commander ultimatoly pulled "C*
Company back to YD 197738 to consolidate anl axploit artillary fires
and a.r suppart. The Company Commanier ooumnitted his remaining platoon
from A-2 to strongthen his position. At 0915H "M Coompany reported
finAing a freshly Aug hole with abanioned WV} machince gun ammunition
and 782 gosr an® shortly after ocbserve! movement. "M" Company contimued
to move east anl tho third platoon ma‘o hoavy contact on tho left flank at
5409 with 30-50 Aug in Vi, "M Company whilo returning fira received
f0mn an? B82mm adjuste! mortars, small arms, machine gun fire and chicoms.
Fixel wing, A and artillery as well as heavy B1om mortar fire were usel
to sunport while "M" Cokpany consolidated initial gains. Elements of
the ¥W* unit begnn to withiraw to the morth and emst. Soveral NVA were
ongngod at YD 193741 by "C" Company ms they withdrow froo contact,
anccounting for 12 NV confirmed at about 103(H. "M" Company contimed
to move forw-rd to YD 187741 to Acvelop the contact. WMike Company
finally ma'e hoavy contact with socurity eloments of the withdirawing main
forco. The 0 reparto! shproximetely 100 V3 in tronchs 50-100 metars
fron Mike Compmny forward elements. The company held in position and
enllod fixed wing, gonoernl and “Airect suwpport srtillery, gunships, 60mm
an? B1on mortara. Tha NTA withdArow to the narth satride a trail at
YD 183746. 10ERR and 81mm mortars woro fired on NVA cbserve! withirawing
moross a rico patdy nt the above coor 'inestes, soccounting for a total of
8 WA K14 confirmedl. tike Company contimed to pursue the withirawing
oncny by fire. Milo Conpany confirmed 56 WVA by ground fir~ throughout
six hours of groun® contact. The /0 ostioated the cnomy as bat talion
sizo. Ovar 400 roun’s of cstimrtod 105om artillory wes rocoived by
Mikes Company, Charlic Coapeny, 18t®n, 4th Marines, an® tho A3 Foaition
vhich wes prorly adjusted and gonarally ineffoctive. Pixed wing end
tha 0 racz2iva?l hosvy fA fire from grit 1774. Tho oain olomont engagod

by Miko Company ware cled in now greon utilitieg, motal flok jackets,
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halmets w/nets an® camauflage, Twn clemonts noar the railrond tracks
iAentifiod with cnmauflsgel utilitice an? r-iphats or bush hats. WV s
bodles recoverced 414 not have woapons.

artillory anl 81m mortars wore adjusted an?! 60mm mortere an? 106

rocoiloss rifles were cffectivley cmploye” from a vantsage point on
Hill #28.

3+ Crsuslties Inflicted on the Fnomy.

a. During tho month of March, the 31 Battalion, 34 Marines inflicted
tho following cnsunltics on the aonemy; 335 NVA KIA (oonfirmed) aml
02 PWe.

d-- ﬂiml!.l‘b‘l_.gg %Htﬂinﬂ"‘..

g Neme of Surgcon: It. Waltor F. DIrysdesle MC USHR

b. Significant Tvontat

(1) ©On 1 March one member of H&S Company was wounded by enemy
grtiilery. lima Company sustained one EIA by enemy artillery.

(2) On 3 March 7 members of Lima Comapny were wounded and 6
members of Kilo Company wounded due to enemy action. One member of Lima
and Kilo Companiea were killed due to enemy action.

(3) On 5 March 2 members of Mike Company were wounded., Ome
from enemy grensdes and one from a friendly grenade.

(4) On 6 March 2 members of HAS Company were wounded by enemy
mortars and 2 members of Lima Company were wounded by enemy artillery.
Forty six membars of Mike Company were wounded by enemy artillery and
chicoms. One H&S Company and 14 members of Mike Company were killed
by enemy artillery.

(5) On 11 March one member of H*S Company was wounded by
an accidential discharge.

(6% On 13 'arch one member of H&S Company was wounded by enemy
artillery.

(7) On 15 March one member of B&S Company was wounded due to
encoy artillery.

(8) On 16 March 16 mecbers of Mike Company were wounded due
to enomy ertillery and chicoms. One member of Mike Company was k1llad
by GSW.

10
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(8) On 31 March 16 mombars of Lims Company wo'e wenndad dAne 40
an accidential discharge of a grenade and frienaly ertillary and one
member was killed.

(10) Number of Battle Casuglties:

TOTALS KIA WIj DOV MIA JNBC NBC KILLED
TSMC 3/3 9 90 00 00 13 01
USN 1}§ 00 ©05 00 0 01 00
UsMC OTHERS 00 05 00 00 04 00

(11) There was a total of 228 inoculations given during the month.
(12) Outpatient Vieita:

(&) Common Complainta

FUO 15
Lacerations o7
Venoresl Disease OF

Heat Casualties 00

Malaria 0o
Dental 2
Cellulitis 13
8) Diarrhea 19

c. Modicgl Trends: There ware no significant trends during the month
of March with the exception that malaria was almost non existent.

d. FProblom Areas: None

5+ New Tochnigues Employed. None
6. Command tions

e OFCON - 9th Marinea, AICON - 3rd MarDiv

be 19Mgrfif, Lima Company chopped to OPCON of 1st Bn, 4th Marines.

c. 21Mar68, limg Company chopped from COPCOF 1at Bn, 4th Marines
to OPCON 3d Bn, 3d Marines.

d. 22Mar68, Charlic Company, 1st Bn, 4th Marines chopped from OFCON
3d Bn, 3d Marines to OPCON 1at Bn, 4th Marinos.

e. 29Mar68, The A-2 position was released from OPCON 3d Bn, M
Marines to OPCON ARVN. 1et Platoon, Lima Company was chopped OPCON from
3d Bn, 3d Mar to OPCON 9th Marineas.

7+« Eguipment. None

1
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8. ILogistios,
a. Supply:

(1) Genergl: During this roperting period the battalion has
continued to build up tho 4-3 Position and in addition has put a major
ef fort into building up the A-2 Position. Daily resupply by helicopter
is the principle means of transportation to A-3 vhile A-2 was resupplied
twice weakly by roed.

(2) Class I. 4 daily resupply meintains the regular supply of
Class T at & three to five day level. “ater buffalos are lifted in and

out primarily by helicopter.

(3) Class II. There still remains a oritical shortage on:
nets
Cas manks and filters
Hﬂgu.'a‘l.ma - 1-45 and H-1E
Binoculsrs
Halizone Tablets
Salt tablets

(4) Class III. o problems encountered in keeping an adequate
supply of POL on hand.

(5) Class IV. Due to Operation Dye Marker no problems have been
ancountared obt Claas IV items.

(6) Class V. The battalion supply of Class V is maintained
at a BA + 10 Ae

b. Motor ﬁﬂgﬂﬂrt-

(1) The present status is considered adequate for current
operations on the M27442's (mulos) and M42241 (mites). However, the
battalion has only ona of the four M37B1's (personnel carriers) which
the battalion rates and this puts a considerable cramp on our support
operations.

(a) Broakdown of M42241 (mites);

T/E 20
ﬂ:II:E 14
21 Echelon Maint O
34 FEchelon Maint 1
Code "X"od 2
Operational 11
Code X'ed 6
12

®nelonaura (1)
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(b) Breakdown of M27442 (mules);

T/E 30
o/H 29 (3 TiD, 9th Marines)
2d Echelon Maint 16
3d Echelon Maint Q
Code "X"ed 1
Operational 10

(2) Finth Motor Transport Battalion provides truwks to plok up
and deliver supplies to the LSA for helicopter resupply and to resupply
the A-2 Position. On several occasions truck support to A-2 was

inadequate.

c. Engineor jssistance.

(1) The 11th BEngineers have provided assistance by landscaping,
digging revetments, constructing tactical wire, and laying minefields
at the A-2 Position.

d. A shortege of carburators, magnetos, ignition kite, fuel pumps,
rear nablas and cable leads for the M2T4A2 fmﬂen} atill exist in our
motor transport section. Motor Transport received 50 spark plugs for
miles, but were kept on priority 2 due to the fect that the life span

of one epark plug is only 25 hours.
;I ﬂrdnﬁﬂ-

(1) At the end of the month the battalion maintained the
following statua:

ITEM I/E (O/E OPERATIONAL 24 Bch. 34 Ech(FISU)
M-14 riflas 52 52 52 0 [+]
45 Pistola 329 338 334 4 0
Shotguna 13 11 10 0 1
M-60 MG 35 32 30 o 2
106RR 8 8 6 0 2
M- & 3 3% 0 0
512 Mortar 55 SE T 0 3
60nm Mortar 12 12 11 0 1
35 Rooket 32 30 29 0 1
M-16 Rifles 919 1020 1015 0 5
106RR Mounts 8 8 T 0 1
Flamethrowars 8 0 0 o 6 (4th Ech.
Maint I}
2 on order

9., Civig petion. Nome

13
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10. Administration,
as There ware no awards ceremony held during the month of Maroh.

b. A total of 13 court martiales were held during March; 5 SPCM,

and 8 SCM, Four court martisls are pending. Six Battalion Commanders
Office Hours were completed and none are pending., There were 11 Company
Commanders Office Hours completed arl 9 are pending.

c. Special Services activity during Marchj
(1) Issuame of 3d MarDiv stationsry to all members of the % 3eg
battalion.
EE} One free beer and soda issus.
3) Issuance of one transistor radic per companys

d., FPost exchange services were not avallable to this battalion
due to the battalion being located at A-3. S5P'em ware available to all
companies.

e+ Liborty was not authorized during this periocd.

f. During the month two officers and 59 enlisted Marinea rotated to
CONDS. Twenty three enlisted Marines were tranasfered within the regiment
or division. Thirty four enlisted Marines were tranafered as a result

of medical evacuation.
11. Personnel.

as Gains: 4 USMC Off; 92 USMC Enl; O USN Off; 1 USN Enl
be. Logses; 2 USMC Off; 141 USMC Enlj O USN Off; 2 USN Enl
¢« Monthly Strength (Aversge):

MC OFF MC "NL USN OFF USY ENL
39 1081 2 5T

d, Met loss/gain;
MC (FF MC EML N OFF 1SN ENWL

o2 a9/ o0~ o

e. FEmergency leave for the month of March; 7 USMC enlisted.
There were no Humanitarian Transfers during the month of March. Twice/
thrice wounded or reassigned ocutside of RVN due to father/trother in
country; 5 USMC enlisted.

f. There were no Hardship Discharges applied for during the
Ppast month.

14
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g. One administrative Discharge is pending.

h. The RAR progrem contimies to be a major morale fastor within
this command. There were 79 out of country RAR quotas used during thia

rﬂpﬂrtim Pﬂriﬂdi
i. Morale is considered to ba excellent to ocutstanding.

j» Postal services during the month of March has been good. Mail
was forwarded to the forward position via air resupply transportation
vhen availasble.

12. Intelligence

The month of March was characterized by three battalion size contacts,
one company size contact and incressed use of enemy artillery support for
ground action.

On 3 March 68, Lima Companys platoon (Rein) established a patrol
base at YD 150727. They spotted a emall enemy element moving north at
YD 154735. The platoon from Lima Company then moved forward to YD 155
735 t~ check for results of an artillery mission ani at this point took
under fire several small enemy elements. The enemy began to close with
increased force and engaged the platoon within grenade range. At
1400H, the remainder of Lima Company at A-3 YD 171732 was called to
reinforced their platoon in contect. The reinforcing element erriving
at the scene of the contact sighted an estimated 300 KVA north of the
road in YD 1573 and the morthern partion of YD 1572. Fixed wing
controlled by the air observer caused a portion of the enemy force to
withdraw to the northeast. The lima Company reinforcing element pursued
the enemy with small arms, M-79s and LAAWs. ILong rarge sniper fire
accounted for 9 NVA, KIA.

From this contact it is suwrmised that Lima Company probed a battalion
size enemy force moving southwest on the French Road, where initiael
contact was made, Because of the tactical situation the ares was not
searched. The enemy carried large packs, radioe and wore green and
¥haki unifcarmg, They were well armed. Lima Company spcounted for 84
NVA KIAs and alr and grtillery claimed 48 NVA Klis.

Similtaneous with the Lima Company contact, Kilo Company engaged
with emall arms two persons at YD 192720. While checking the area out
¥ilo Company received small arma fire and chicom grenades. Kilo
Commany immediately doployed using one platoon to flank the enemy on the
left. After 3 hours of fire fight two platoons from Charlie Company,
1at Bn, 4th Marines and a tank scction from A-2 joined Kilo. Company at
YD 493723. Kilo Company following an artillery prep fire mnd a gas
screen from the E-8 launcher joined with the tanks and attacked the 50
NVA dug in from YD 194723 to YD 197724. Resistance was broken and Kile
Company consolidated at YD 198723. Although the majority of enemy were
killed with small arme fire, the resistance of the enemy was suppressed
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at the heaviest point of contect by the 50 and 30 calibex mmchine guns
of the t-Eﬂkﬂll

The enemy employed small arms fire, automatic weapons fire, chicoms
and Tifle grenades. Seventeen bodies were found in the area. They were
clothed in khaki, with soft covers and cartridge belta. They alsc hed a
lexrge supply of food and new deaponsa.

Filo Company sccounted for 21 NVA KIAs and one POW. The POV was a
frivate with the 7th Platoon, 34 Company, 4th En, 52nd Regt, of the 320~
th Division. The prisoner stated he was with the third of three platocns
moving south. The final destination was unkmown to the prisonar.

On & March 68, Mike Company conducted a eweep at YD 154734. At 1100
the lead elements made contact with an estimated reinforced NVA Company
that was dug in on both sides of the French Road. Mike Companys point
came under fire from three mschine gun bunkers on the crest of a ridge.
The enemy positions were destroyed. Three machine guns were captured,
but only twe could be carried off the hills The third machine gun was
&ﬂﬂtﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ&i

while consolidating initial gains Mike Companys lead element was
heavily engeged by several sutomatic weapons and heavy fire from approx-
imately eighteen fortified positions, supported by NVA in seperate
figh*ing holes. Shortly after friendly reinforcements reached this
position the enemy employed heavy 60mm and 82mm mortar fire. Thias was
followed by 105mm howitzer fire. All enemy fire was adjusted with speed
and geocuracy. During consolidation one more 50 caliber mechine gun was
dﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁdi

During the early stages of the contact the KVA attempted to flank Mike
Company from the southeast and morth. The enemy moved under the cover of
mortar fire. They were engaged more than 150 meters in front and suffer-
ed hesvy casualties.

Reserve, lima Company, was held in position at YD 163737 by heavy
105mn incoming. They started taking incoming at 1100H.

Fnemy artillery and mortars necessitated Mike Company moving the
Mod ®vae LZ on two seperate occcasions.

Initial contact was made with an estimated reinforced NVA Company.
They were supported by an estimated battalion size unit located approx-
{mately 300 to 500 meters northwest of the initial contact. Artillary
and mortars sccounted for the majority of friendly casuaslities. During
the eight hour contect Mike Company and Lima Company received 150-175
rounds of artillery and 150 rounds of mortara.

Mike Company accounted for 81 NVA KIAs by ground troops and 15 HVA
KIAs by air and artillery.

On 16 March 68, Mike Company from 4=3 gnd Charlie Company, 1at Bn,
4th Marines from A-2 were moving to aweep both sides of the railroad
tracks in gride ¥D 1974 and 1973.

At 160946H Charlie Company at YD 195735 made contact with aprrox-
imately 40 WVA. The enemy were firing from several locations to the

northwest, north and northeast.
UNCLASSIFIED
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Mike Company at 160915H reported finding a freshly dug hole. In the hole
was found, abandoned mechine gun mmmunition and WVA TB2 gear. Shortly
after Mike Company observed movement. Contiming to move east, 3d
platoon made contact with 30 to 50 WVA that were dug in, Mike Company
while erngaging the enomy received 60mm and 82mm morter firoe. The mortar
fire was being adjusted but quite ineffective, Mike Company was also
taking small arms and machine gun fire and chicom grenades.

Fixed wing, artillery, heavy 81om mortar fire and an air observer
ware used vhile consolidating initial gains and subsequently caused the
enemy force to withdraw to the morth and the east. Several NVA were
engagod by Charlie Company, 18tBn, 4th Marines at YD 193741 as they
woere withdrawing from their contact with Mike Company. Charlie Company
sccounted for twelwve BVA confirmed.

Mike Company pursued the enemy to YD18T7741. They made heavy contact
with the security element of the withdrawing main foroce. Mike Company
held their position, called in supporting arms and again the NVA with-
drow north moving along side the trail at YD183(46. While crossing a
rice paddy, the enemy was observed by 106 and 51mm mortsr personnel
at A=3 YMT1732. The 106 and 8lmm martars accounted for 8 confirmed.
Mike Company continusd to pursuwe the withdrawing enemy along with Charlie
Company. They accounted for 68 NVA KIAs throughout the six hour ground
contact. Supporting srms accounted for 15 NVA EIAas confirmed.

Onco again the cnemy employed artillery in support of their ground
troops as they did on & March 68. However, of the 400 rounds received
by Miko Company, Charlie Company and A-3 few were of any effect. Enemy
adjustmant was very poor and ineffective.

Tho A0 ostimated a battelion size unit, clothed in new green utilities
with nets and camouflage.

The moat significant factor concerning oneny activity during the
month of March was the enomys sbility to use and adjust sartillery and
mortars in support of their troops. The cnemy utilized their artillery
and mortars sgeinst thie battalion on two occasions this month. Their
supporting arms were used in great volumn, their fire was brought in
quickly and adjusted effectively.

Extrome caution is being exereised in this battalion when leaving
the perimeter. The W/ have our "safe laneg" well rogistared with
actillery

EMEMY GEAR CAPTIRFD 1 - 31 March 68

82em Mortar rounds 31 Picka 2
£0mm Mortar rounds 15 Cantoons 26
WA Helmet (Hard) 10 Canteen covers 9
Pith Holmeta B Uniform scte 15
thicom groenades 11 Sandals (prs) 8
Rice (Bags) 6 1st #id Kits 18
AEK W/folding stock wallet 1
AK 41"'5 ( rfgrem-.ﬂn launcher ) 6 Book 1
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SKS 56 carbine 1 Recoil Padae 2
146G (RPD Type 56) 3 Drum For IMG 10
HMG Type 53-57 1 AE-47 Kits 2
FPG Launcher 1 RET Grenade (AK-47) 1
Chicon pouches 3 ME=4T Launchar Att. 3
AE-4T mag. 10 RPG=-2 rounds 10
AE-4T mag. pouches 3 Propellant charges 3
Riflo grenade éfreg} 6 Fuse (cana) 15
Rifle grenado (shape charge) 1 WV A noto book 1
TT Blocks 10  Gas masks (goggles) 1
Hanmoc ka 24 DH-10 mines 1
Ponchoa 25 T.62 crimp cartg. 1
WA Packs 22 Satchel charge 1
Gas Masks 19 E0mn Marter tube 1
Cas nask covers 13 RPG RET case 1
E-Tools S0 7.62 Link aomo (box) 4
60/82 Mortar sight 1 Mess EKit 1
Certridge belta 2 leather case 1
Conpass 1 Personnel kit w/pagph 1 1
Letter Case 1 Patch w/2 gold stops 1
Docunant s 3-turned in on seperate ocoasions.

3. Conmunications.

as The Comrmnications Platoon ran normal wire and radio operations
at A3. In addition, a coomand group made up mostly of communicators
anl commmications gesr was established at A-2. At both positions, a
covorod circuit was operated. The power sourte at A-3 was s MRC-107,

while the RT-524 at A-2 was bench oounted. Each coopany was assigned
an eleventh radic and s wiroman in addition to thoir mormal battalion
radioc operator.

b. Training. Training in authentication tock place this month.
Constant cross training in wire and radio is continuing. As well,
two message center men were trained in radio and one wiremam was assigned
permanently as a radioc man. One message center man was sent to Crypto=
Security School in Japane.

¢s Equipment ‘itﬂ% - We received threc new PRC - 258 this month
which have helpod the battalions ralio problem. We are also in the
mrocess of obtaining a new KY-8, TEasential gear down is as follows:

1 MRC-83
3 PRC-25
1 PRC=41
In adiition, we received 8 TA-is , 1 PRC=25 and 2 SB-27s from
Dyemarker amssets.

A. Fooblom jreas. FPersonnel problems are all but solved with the
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influx of many new ralio ocperators and wiremen, Howover, evaon with the
3 new PRC-258 wo still have 11 on order. Thesc are on Rod Ball. Tape
and vhip antonnas aro still in baroly sdequate supply.

14+ NYegther. The w-ather far the month of March was fair. It rained
sporadically, with cost of the rain coming at night. Hoavy rains fell
in very short interivale. The morninge worc usually cool. There was
a lot of early morning mist =n? haze but Alssppoared by late morning.

Wenther Auring the Anys wore warn and hunid,

fvorsgao high 78 dogroos Procipitation 1.82 inches
kvorage low E8 Aegroues VipA 8.3 kmots
tvorage visibility 5.4 milos from the
Humidity B2% nor thwest
15. PFir March was charactorizel by more artillery support

froo more ts than any other mornth. The assumption of A=2 by %/3
was accompanied by the ghifting of C-1-40 to a reinforcing role there
by makdng 105 support mwoh more effective and rapid in rosponse.

With i-2 also oame It. Wilson an 4§ ropresontative. from the 12th
Mari-es. Lt. Wilson hal his. sum oall sign and fregquemcy drich allowed
him to Airectly roquost gomeral support Bstteries from 12th Marires
and this alao speoded response on long range missiona. This comopt
of an F.0. vho wvorks Airectly for 12th Marimes secms to bo an ideal
solution to tho support probles for units located right on the DMZ
wvho have observation at ranges far beyon! the fire caps of direct sap-
port unita., Tho ability to cell gemeral support units without having
to go through all the channels normally use! rapidly imoreased response
capabilitiean.

Uoe of artillary in support of ground troops changod som what this
month. Wo cut back on the use of sshmduled nreps and used moro adjusted
jrops to got tha firos in closar, Prioy vwwrs browht in to 50 moters
vhen contacts wor ma'e and good volumes of accurate fire was dolivered
furing all contacts.

The volume of HATa en? TOT's iocressed Auring March an® good volume
of rounis were notod on most TOT's. Tho battalion requested five TOT's
per night and outsido units a*o? more requoste which inoroased the
volume ocven moro.

Support for the groatest nart of the month was very accurate an®
Aopeniable. Howovar, during the last wook tho aituation Acotariorated
groatly with four imcidonts of roundas impacting on or noar friondlies
in five Anys. In two cmscs both incoming on the first rounds of an
aljustod firo mission, no explanation was found. Tho other two cccasions
charge orrora ware foun? an? rounds woro put inside the porimstor asd
in the laat four casualtica wore cquse? by the charge arror. Those
incidonts groatly Aiminished th> battalions faith in artillery which
proviously was at an all time high.
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a. Units ProwviAi t G 1
(1) Btxry "D, 24 Bn, 12th Marinocs

WO 0D =3 O e RS

Btry
Btry
Btry
Btry
Btry "K', Ath Bn, 13th Marines
Btry "L", 4th Bn, 12th Marines
Btry "W", 1at Bn, 12th Marines

iﬂhrr

"E'y 21 Bn, 12th Marines

"F", 24 Bn, 12th Marincs

"H", 24 Bn, 12th Marines
A" . 18t Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
gy 18t Bn, 40th Artillary, USa

10) Btry "W, 2pd Bn, 12th Marines
11 1ut

Eﬂ Hﬂutlmﬂﬂtr s M Hﬁvﬂ:h'

unfire, 8

b. Missions Fired.

(1) Artillexy
a) Prep Fires 117
‘b; Iive Migsions 30
c) Wight Defensive Fires 19
A} Rocon by Fire 20
@) Suspected enomy positiona 150
f) Countor Battery z0
g)) HaI'a 1400
h) Time on Targets 155

(2) 8imm Mortars

a
b
a

(a

¢

i

)

;

c. fomunition Exponded,
(1) Artillery

)
b)

(i
A

(e

|

Prop Fires 13
Pregtico Missions T
Target of Opportunity 20
&I 40
Counter Mortar 2
Night Defenaiv: Firas 4
105mm 5417
155mm 161
175mm 202
8 inch 256
4 « 2mm 107

0
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(2) B1mm Mortars

Porp Fires 335
b Practice Missiona 150
¢) Targat of Oppartunity 1035
1) HAI 312
Eag Countar Morter 55
f) Night Defensive Firoe 30
16. Air Suppart.

a. The use of air support during the month of Maroh consisted of
modical evacuations, logistice anil troop helicopter liftes, recunnaissanoa
ovarflights, aorial cbaservation, alr strikes an® TPQ-10 missions.

b. On seventeecn March the forward air controller ran two flighte of
fixel wing aireraft when the battalion was in contact.

0. Thore were A7 TPQ =10 missions run Auring the month.

d. Alr Support Missions.

11 logistic & Troop Lifts} logistics 50 tons, 498 troops
2) Modical Evecuations; 23 completed for TO troope

3) Adr Strikes; all but two A0 controlled

4) TPQ-10 Missions; 159 requested, 47 completed

'jg Aerial Obgervations; used dally, weather permitting
6) Reconnaissance Overflights; two flown

17. Jotivities/Meactivations/Redesignations. None

18. ning R %

a. Due to operational committments a limited amount of company
training was held. Company training held stressed patroling tochnigues
andl crew servaed weapons inastructions.

b. Battalion classes were hell on enemy aircraft and tank recognition
furing the month.

¢. Thoe 9th Marines held a school for selected personnel from the
rifle companies anl HAS Company on tho operation of the AN/PPS-5 and
AN/ PPS-6,
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SUPPORTING DOCTUMENTS

Jf' JOTRNAL STMARY PAGE 23

. TRAC CRTERS PACE %6

/Tab A 6=-68
Harratiwe of 3/3 Contact of & Mar 6B

3/3 Summary of Reconnaissance of Southern DMZ Message
162200H

!J‘_
iﬁ.
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JOTRWAL ARY H 1968

« At 0818H there was an explosion in the minefield. The explosion
was believed to have been caused by a stray dog which was ébserved in the
area. At 0915H, OP #9 at the A-2 Popition cbserved 15 WVA in the open at
YD 22848118, an artillery mission was fired and 3 secondary explosions
wara observed. At 11408, the A-2 Fosition received incoming artillery fire.
A total of 31 rounds of 105mm was received resulting in minor damsge to
an M42 Duster. An artillery mission was fired at YD 224818 resulting in
two NVA ¥IA's (confirmed).

At 1645H, lima Company made contact with an unknown sized NV4 force
at YD 1947%4 and engaged with small arms and automatic weapons fire. At
1658H, the A-2 Position received 16 rounds of 152mm artillery fire resulting
in two WIA Med Evace and one WIA Non Med Evac.

At approximately 1800H, Lima Company sustained one WIA and was breaking
contact and consolidating ite position. Contact was broken at 1820H.
One platoon returnmed to the A-3 Foeition, one platoon remained in position
at YD 199730 and at nightfall moved to their ambush site. Lima Company
sustained one KIA during the contact.

gﬁ%ﬁﬁ; At 080CH, Lima Company reported finding 1 WA Belmt, |-
om, 2 bags of rice and 1 Battle Dressing wrapper at YD 188732,

At 1200H, Tower #9 at the A-2 Fositionreported sighting 60 WA at YD-
178765, an artillery missionwas fired. Rosulte of the mission could
not be obaerved dus to atmospheric conditicns. &%t 1335H a message was
received from the A-2 Position reporting an accisental discharge by &
mtber of the 3rd Plt, "A" Co, 3rd Taok Battalion, The 3rd "nk Battalion
handled the imvestigation. At 173TH, Hill#e8 received ¥ rounds of es-
timated 105mw artillery from an szimath of 5300 mills at a distamoe of
7000 meters, no casualfies were pustained. At 1740H Mike Company re-
turnod from their patrel amd reported discovering two bunlers YD 165-
T15. At YD 158711 the company found a bunksr complex and ome (1) Wa-
body. The body vms spproximately one month old. At 2025H, the A-2 Foa.
ition reported having received (2) rounds of 85mm artilleryfire, &t
2240d, 0.,P, Gold reported movement to their front. &n B1 mortar mission
was fired at oocordinates YD 172743.

3 March 68. At 0955H, Idma P-1 sighted (4) WA in a treeline at coordin-
ateg YD 1557355. At 1105H, the -2 position received six zounds of

incoming artillery, all rounds were duds. At 11508, Eilp Company report-
ed making contact at YD 192720. IP-1 reported making comtmot =t YD 192-

20, IP-1 orted 6 WA at YD 1 and was checking out gres. At 11560
io cmpuﬁn contaot at YD 192?%;321:1 moving with camtion. A4t 1200H,

Eilo Company prepsred to prep fire with 60mm mortar, befors eweeping area.
At 1213, Kilo Company btroke conteot. At 1215H, Eilo Company toock a chi-
oom gnemnade from their rear.

2%, .
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At 122(H to 1247H Eilo Company reported personnel to thelr resr and sight-
ed T.MEA to their front ard were taking ohicome or 60mm fire. It appear-
ed that the enemy was between Kilo 1 and Kilo 6, At 1223, Kilo Company
took fire from the resr then sighted 4-5 WA nn its right front and ex-
changed small arms fire. At 12408, Kilo Company finiched adjusting
60mn fire and moved to swoep arem. At 1244H, Ello Company reported 1 WIA
from chicom grenades and enemy on right flank, At 1250H, elements of
Lima Company wera ongaged at YD 155737 and receiving hesavy small arme fire
and were pinned down in a bomb orater. 4n AJ0. was requested, At 1245H
a meseago from the 9th Maringe informod the Battalion that winter offen-
sive had commnoed. Objootives being military installation At 13008
elements of Lima Company received ohiocom greonadesand had 1 WIA, Eilo
Company layed m base of fire with 60mm mortars and B-79's. At 131(H,
the A-2 Position received 4 rounds of 105mm cuteide of the wire, At
13258, 2 platoona of "C™ Company 1et Bn., 4th Mariree and a section of
tanks were alerted at the A-2 Pogitionto mowe with 3/3 S-3 Aotual to the
scens of the FKilo Company gontact. 0fGolA received 6 roumle of incoming
artillery outeide of ite perimeter. 4t 133¥H, word was received that fixed
ving aireraft were on $ha way $0 tho areas of contact. Kilo 6 reported
trylrs to tie in with Kilo 3. ¥ilo § reported being pioned down 100 meters
from Filo 6's position. ¥ilo 3 engage! an unknown sized force with small
arms to its right flank. Cunghips were inbouni to Liea Companys area of
contact. The roemaindor of lima Company Aeparted the A-3 Positilon, at
1403H, for coordinates YD163735 to assist the Lina Company patrol. The
Lioa Company patrol requested a Med Brac. At 14158, Lima Company reported
Eumhlpn ronning striles on the enemy, situation good. it 1449H, Lima
ompany reported movement in a rice peddy and that they were receiving
sniper fire. Contact broke. Lima Company reported 2 Wi XI' (confirmed).
Filo Company rocoived small arme fire from the west.

At 14131H to 14459, Lima Company roquosted more alr support and that
the eremy was moving bohind them. Kilo Company roported 3 W4 KIA
(confirmed). Cunships woro inbound aftor rosrming. At 14508, gunships
roturnod to station. Kilo Company roportod ono friondly FIA anl oma WIA.

it 15108, a Mod Evao was on thn way to ¥ilo Company. The Mod ®vac
was comploted at 153%0H. At 1615H, Kilo Company and tanks were in position
to movo against the onomy position. Charlio Company, 18t Ba, 4th Marines
remained in blocking position.

At 1629H, Kilo Company and tanks over camo onomy resistamce and
congolidat~d position and raportod capturing ono VA POM. Nine RVA EIA's
have boen counted.

At 16457, Lima Company roporto! Maed Rvac complotod. The AD roportoed
at 16509 that 9 WA KIA's woro in front of ldma Companys vosition.

At 1700H, report of casualtios, Kilo Company 1 XI4, 5 WEA's, Iima
Company 1 KIA, § WTA's.

At 1745H, Hill #28 rocoivod 5 rounds of incoming artillary fire.

Lima Company returmed to the A-3 Fosltion at 1830H. At 1910H, ilo Company
returned to tha A3 Fosition. OP Gold at 19208 sighted one NVA in the open
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at YD 158790, a 60mm mortar miasion wes Tired with unknown reealts. At
2045H, OP Gold reported hearing a tracked vehicle on the trace. #An Tndia
Company Listening Post ergaged 4 to 5 WVA with small arms at YD 179740
at 2%00H, unktown results. At 23009 the 3-3 briefed the leader of the
Recon Team which is to recon southeast of the A-3% Position.

4 Varch 68, At 11058 a covered circut was installed in the COC. At
14459, India Company received a sniper round from the northwest. At
145649, the recon team to the scuthemst of the A-3 FPosition repor ted they
had made contact. An air strike was in progress. At 1540H a convoy from
Dorg Ha arrived at the A-2 Fosition. At 1638H, the recon team returnsd to
the A-3 Preition. India Company received two aniper rounds at 16458.

A battalion briefing was held at 1730H. At 1815H, the A-2 Position took
twvo rounds of incoming B5mm artillery fire. A counter battery mission
was fired with unknown rosults.

At 2225M, a trip flare went off at the eomat side of the A-% perimeter.
Aroa was checved by radar and NODs with negative rosults. At 22%H a
Filo Company listening Fost reported movement to their front, a 61m
mortar illuminating round was firod. #t 2250H, an 8imm mortar tube
exploded on Will #28 while firing an HAT mission. The gunner was killed
and o1e man woundod. * fire started in the ready ammunition bunker whioh
oxplodod, approximately 50 rounds of B1mm ammunition oxploded.

h ARB. *t 01199, a Kilo Company Listocning Fost reported movemaont
to thn front of their position. At 01504, there was a explosion in the
mineficld, Kilo Comnrany listening Foet fired M-T79s in the freo lano and
outer wire. # night obscrvation device detected objects cutside Kilo
Companys area. Lt was estimated to be porsonnel setting approximataly
250 moters outside the wire. At 02408, all companies wore alorted. At
0318 an OP reported hearing a tracked vehiclo at an azimuth of 0680
mils., & VT artillory misasion was firad at YD 185740. At O7T30H a trash
can blow up in the MWike Company aroa. %xplosion was bolieved to be a
grenade,  Mod Wac was called and comploted at 0840, for one non
battle gesualty,

At 1215H, OP Gold sightod one NVY at YD 158739. 4 106mm recoiloas
rifle was fired at the NWA with unknown results. 4t 15308, Kilo Company
found 4 riflo gronades and 1 carrying caso at YD 193718, the crdnamoe
vas destroyed by ongineere.

€ March 8, *t 00458, = Charlie Company, 1/4 embush reported its rear
eloment fired at 4 Wi, The ambush moved to a nov location. At O12(H,
the 42 Position roceived B rounds of 85gm artillery, a naval gunfire
aission was firod.

it 0555H, Mike Company and a Command Group doparted the 4-3 Fosition.
it 09%0H, OF Gold reportcd hearing tubes firing at an smimuyh of 14=1800
metora Lims Company discovared 25 81mm rounds at YD 162732 ard § B81mm
rounds at YD162734. Tho ammunition was dostroyed. At 1105H, o
Company madn contact at YD 151730, the company received small srme anl
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automatic weapons fire from YD 14973%. At 1125H, Mike Company had 2
VIA ¥od %wac's. 4 Mod Evac was requosted and the landing sono was located
at YD 1527T%0.

At 1135H, Lima Company recoived incoming artillery fire. An A
sighted a mortar and 6 NV'., An artillory mission was callod. At 1140H,
tho 5-3% actunl roquosto? gunships and was informed nonc wore avmilable.
Mike ompany hal enmy moving to their front with mortars. At 11528,

a counter battary mission was being fired. *t 1204H, Mike Company set

up 60mm mortars to cover the front of tholr position. Seven casualties
wore roportod by Mike Company at 1232%. The Mod ®vac holicoptors loft

to refusl an? will return wvhen situation is more secure. At 131TH, thr 3-3%
actual roquosted immodiate Mod Evac of 9 casualties and at 13258 requested
continous plr coverage with fixed wing and gunships. At 1330H, an air
atrike was hold north of the Fronch Road. At 1334H, Mile Company marked
targets with WP and red smke, the red amoke was canceled due to it blowing
back on friendly positions. The 9th Marinces S-5 notifie? the COC that
fixod wing will romain on station, no gunships availsble. At 13454, Lima
Conpany reported taking incoming artillery. & WP round impactod 50 metors
from Mike Company ani a check fire was cnlled . At 1355H, Mike Company
commonce! moving casualties to a scoure area, reported at least two MWod
Evac helicopters wore needed. At 14218, one Med SBvac was conpleted, 2
more were roquired for 7 Wiis and A Klis.

it 1434", the S-3 actual roported Mike Coopany is mot pinmed Aown,
but receiving sniper firc and incoming artillery. At 14458, the W0
sightel a mortear position and fired a artillery mission. At 1500H, Mike
Company received moro incoming artillery ani took more casual ties. At
1511E, A Mo® Brac holicopter was inbound and Mike Company was moving
casualtics to lan'ing zone. Tho A reported Mike Company was receiving
more artillory firo. The Mol Bvac helicoptors worae waved off.

At 1530H, Hi1l #28 roceived two incoming rounds of artillery other
artillery rounis impacto? in vicinity of Mike Companys 1Z. Ar-tillery
from goneral support fire? countor battery fire into griA YD 1 30796.

Mike six atviso® all stations to mark positione with air pannla. At 154KH,
the 30 reports? a enemy mortsr position “¢stroyei. Fixe? wing' aircraft
ware on etation at 15559. 1t 16150 a MoA Bvac was complotnd, At 1621H,
Mike Company whilo Preparing to move back received incoming actillery,
inflicting 7 more casualties. Mike % revwsted littor bearorm. Mks 6
sent as many as poseible. At 1655H, Mike Company receivod morte artillery
fire an? took moro casualties. The S5-3 actual revorte! an emwrgency
situation an? adviee? Mike 6 to move the L7, The 4-3 Pospitiom received
artillery fire. The * (southern bravo) sighted enemy artillery at YD
135798 and fired counter battery missions. At 1747H, Kilo Company moved
to a position at YD 164721 to block and assist Mike Company. At 17544,

a Med EBvac helicopter wea inbound, 20 casunlties were at the 7. Miks
Company received incoming artillory fire. At 1806H, Kilo Company was at
its position, Kilo six moved forward to gat a bettoer cstimater of the
situation, Tho Battalion Commander and 3-3 were organizing landing
zgonea. Tho bulk of casualties wore with the Battalion Commaryder. At
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1839H, the AO sighted € WVA crrrying a mortar. A Med Evac was complated
at 1840H. Tho Battalion Commander miviscd the COC at 1840H that he vas
poving the lamiing zone as it was seroed in. The A-3 Fosition received
four rounds of artillery fire. At 1855H gunships were employed on 6 NVA
carrying a mortar. The NV' Aropped mortar an? ran into cover. At 19004,
a Med Bme was complete? and Mike Company moved to Kilo Commanys position.
The S=3% Alpha ordere? 100% watch on the *-3 Position. One platoon from
Lima Company manned Mike Compsny limes. WAS Company paraonnel manned

Kidoc Comp "1inss. At 19%0H, Mike Company atvised COC that any additional
Mod Bvac will be runfrom the A-% Position. At 1945H, tho 9th Marines
advised the 00OC that a flare ship would be in the A0 if noeded. At 19554,
the S-3 requestod TPQ's in area of contact. Mike Company returme? to the
1=% Poaition at 2037TH. FKile Company returned at 2055H. At 2121H, a MeAd
Bvac was comploted from A-3, 4 WIA's wore evacod. Total casualtics for
Mike Company was 14 EIA's 29 7It's Med Evaced.

h A8, At 0125H, a India Company Listoning Post sighted 4 WV* to
their front, engaged with small arms and the movoment ceased. The Listen-
ing Post fired smell arms mgain at 0140H. /t 1005H memorial services
were hel? for Mike Companys ¢esualtics. Kilo Company repartce? ome MIA.
411 ccmpanies searched company arcms “ith negative reasults. At 1415H,
the A0 (Southern Bravo) roporte? WV: repairing bunkers in area of contact
on & March 68, At 1435H, OP ColA raported two ¥V’ at YD 158739, a 106
rocolless rifle mission was fired with gool target coverego. At 147%6H,
the AD roporte® 30 HV4 in the open and a fixed wing air strike was run
at YD 142T716. ‘t 1515H, = mecasage from the 9th Marines Airceted a re-
port to be oa?c on the use of firecracker munitions and ordering all
M3%3 411 granades to be turned in.

At 1616H, Lima Cormeny commoncnd a M-15 familarisation fire on Hill
3R, n conso fira wes ordared at 1634H. M 16450, Lt Griffith, 11th
Engineer Bn. reporte! to mosition to check position for tho location of
cbasarvation towers. At 1803H, OF GolA nbserved 2 NVA in the open at
YN 41587%9, n recniless riflo missinn wea fire® with gnnd target coversge.
At 19341, the 2n? Platenn, Indla Company roported sighting a small hali-
copter go Anwn below a ridga in the TMZ and Ai” not ermo up agein. Th~
$-? mand !=% Pagltions wers alerte? to check grid square YD 1671. FKilo
Company raporte? hearing engine nrise north of the T, spproximately
Emﬂ-mm mators.

8 March 68, At 0912E, Kilo Crmpany Aoparted the 4-% Pogition tn search
for ita MI*, At n9557, Filo Company reported having located MIA. Marine
ha? become seporate? from his unit on 6 March 68 and was afraid tn return
to the position at night.

At 10187, Kiln Company roturned to A3, 5t 1500H, a crmbined air
and artillery CS Gas strile was hel” in the vieinity of YD 140715.

st 1830H, at the A2 P-aition an ARVY grldier injurel his hand. He
was troated at tho Battalinrn *iAd Statinn an? Med Twaced ot 1930H. At
2137H Miko Commany reported hoaring engine noiees. At 2200, crunter
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mortar radar at the A-2 Pospition detacted 20 NVA moving west at YD 215773,
dusters wera fire® an? sdjusted by . The NVA moved into defilade at

YD 216758. CMR adjusted 60mm mortars with good target coverage. The HVA
dispersed. At 2254H, a Filo Company Listenirg Fost reported approximately
£ personnel 40N meters from safe lane. IListening Post reported at 2375H
that there were 8-10 personnel moving at water point. Ildstening Fost
ordered to fire small arms with starlight scope. Fersonnel dispersed
after firat round was fired.

9 March 68, At 0005H, a ¥ilo Company Listening Fost fire® M-79s at NVA
in front of their position. At 0015H, the Kilo Company listening Fost
sighted more NVA, S-3 passed word to engage if within range. HRadar
reported down at 0104H due to dead batteries. At 0815H, due to FF
sctivity in ares Kile Caipany omitted Check Point % 4, At 0926H, OF
Gold aighted ona NV4 at YD 159737, a 106HR mission was fired with good
target coversge. Colonel Smith, 9th Marine Rogiment Commanding Officer
arrived at the A-3 Position at 1055 and departed the position at 11304,
At 123TH, Colonol Marsh roturned to A-3 from /-2 Position. 4t 1550H,
a rosupply helicopter dronped a M-37, 3/4 ton truck while transparting it
to the A-3 Position. The vchicle was dropped at YD 189714, Eilo Company
waa a.orted to leave position and check wehicle. At 1558H, Milke Company
repcrted thay could check the vehicls, word was passed to Kilo Company
to stand down. At 1634H, Mike Comnany at position of M-37 reported the
vehicle complotely domolished. Two tires arc the only salvagable parts.
At 1700H, towor 9 at the A-2 Position observed 3 WA at YD 237765,
A 10ARR mission was fired, two HEPT and two Bechive rounds were fired.
The target area was hit but no definate results were observed, At 1825H,
OF CGold roported tubes firing at OTON mils at a distance of 9000 meters.
OP Gold again reported hearing tubes firing at same position mt 1900H.
At 2014H, OP Silver obsorved NVA in front of their wire. At 2021H, lima
Company fired small arms at two NVA in front of their positiom. 60mm
morters wera fired at the movement at 20%1H.

10 Maxch 8, At 00219, a India Company ldstening Fost reported movement
at 50=100 matera to their front. One figure was visible. At 0UOCH, a
Lima Company Listoning Fost recoived two incoming artillery rounds
approximataly 200 motors to their front. ‘rtillery fire was helieved

to ba short frisgndly H*T firea. At 0427H, two artillery rounds imacted
in lima Companys asrea. The rounds came from a southeesst direction and was
believed to be friendly srtillery fire. At 1055H, the A-? Position
recoived 6 rourda of artillory fire which impactod near the trash dump.
Two of the roundas vwere duds. A counter battery srtillery mission was
fired at coordinatea YD 210831.

At 1100H, Brotestant Scrvices were held. At 1255H Momorial Services
were held for Mike Company casuaslties. It 1507H, OP Gold reported tubes
firing at an azimuth of 5200 =mils and a distance of 9000 meters. OF
Gold reported hearing tubes at tho same azimuth at 1535H, Also at

1535H the A-2 Poasition cbaerved movement at coordinates YD236765. A 106RR
firnd 3 rounds to mark targets in area and met up to fire .ﬁ Li.;' further
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movemont. At 4715H, the A-2 Position received six rounds of cnemy artillery
fire. Friendly artillery was being fired at active enemy artillery at

the time of the incoming. At 2000H OP Gold received 40mm fire from the

A-2 Popsition. A check fire was celled. The rounds impacted on the east
aide of the A-3 Position. At 2220H, Charlie Company, 1/4 caught an ARVE
solider at the water point with a case of "C" retions. Tho AHVN had a

large mmount of Yorth Vietnamese money. Hc was turned over to the ARVY
advigors. At 1830H, tanke at the A=-2 Position fired 14 rounds at a group
of ¥WWA. The NV ran into a treneline.

11 March 68. *t O3C0H Charlie Company, 1/4 ambush heard trscked vehicles
moving 1200 mators to their east. 't N6NOH, a killer team consisting

of a team losder, two M-79 grenadiers, ons MG Team, 4 snipers, one corp-
man, ono FO Team and 2 radiomen were insarted at coordinates YD 191706.
The tosm will raturn at N8%CH 13 March A8. At (9%0H, a Kilo Company
patrol detonated some type of an explosive device, no casualties were
sustained. At 1020H, Kilo Company reportod anothoer explosion, File six
believed mines wero command Aetonated. Eilo Company withdrew and prap
fireAd tha srea and returncd for a further search. At 11358 OF GolA
roported artillery firing from an azimuth of 5200 mils at a “Yistanc~ of
9000 maters. At 1255H, Hill %28 took two sniper rounde from the vicinity
of Aill #31 (coorAinates YD183740). 4t 1215H, Kilo Company roported
sighting one N4 at YD 189706, At 1635H, the killer tesm was snt in,

At 17124, OP GolA reported ensmy artillery firing at an azimuth of 5200 mila
at a “istancn of 9000 meters. At 1T735H the A-3 Position recnived enemy
mortnr fire. OP Silver roported a tube firing at an azimuth of 0600 mils.
OP folA reported a tube firing at coordinates YD 183746. At 1740H, OP
GolAd firel a 60mm mission at YD 183746. The A-3 Position received 11
rounds of enemy fire. A crater analysis indicated 60pm mortar. At

1742H, & Mike Company OP observed a unidentificd person at Y3 194708,
believed to be m onemy FO. At 1000H, a helicopter took small arms firo
at coordinatag YD 252768. Mike Commany OP reparted unidentified person
sighted run into trocoline. The 42 Fosition received six rounds of cnemy
artillery fire outside of the wire, no casualtics sustained. At 1950H,

a Filo Company ambush (K13) took 6-7 rounis of sniper fire. At 2050 the
-2 Poaition reported that hesvy vehicle noises wern haard by their ambush.
it 21208, OF GalA roported sighting a trip flare at coordinatea YD
159738. 4t 21459 HAI firee impactead at scene of trip flare. At 2255H,
the killer tesm remort2? hosring vohicle noises. At 2%17H, a Marine

from th~ Comminicetiona Platoon was burned aseverly by a gas lantarn.

The Parine trie? to rofill lantern while it wa=z hot. At 23507, killer
team raporto? h-aring tracke? vehicle nolsea from the southeast.

12 March 68, At 0050H, tha battalion surgron advised the watch officer
that the man burncd by the gas lanteorn was in good condition and will

be Med Bvaced in the morning. At 0B00H,; Kilo Company Alscovered a freshly
dug tunnel at YD 195718 and that the tunnel was Aestroyed by Engincers.
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At 11307, at the A-2 Poaltion an engincer steppe? o~ a mine resulting in
wounds to the right leg and heel. Marine was Med Bvaced. At 13208 the
tower at the A-2 Position sighted 13 personnel moving north from
coordinates YD 195741. 4 A0mm mortar mission was fired and movement
cenged. At 1440H a Med Bvac was completed at A=3. At 17259 the tower
at -2 sighte? VietCong moving into a traeline at YD 2571. The VC
changed c¢lothaes and left wospons in treeline. The A-2 Position received
11 rounds of enemy artillery fire from coordinates YD 236837. A counter
battery mission waa firod. Casualties were two YIA's Fon Brac.

At 2145H a Mike Company Iistoning Post sighted two persons in a
rice pa’dy to their front. Four persons were sighted at 2210H. A-2
Position at 2245H Actected 4 to 6 NVA by radar. 4 106RR was fired., The
V. Aisappoared.

8. At NBS2H, Lima Company (-) returnod with killer team. At
N925H, IAT found 90 fresh fighting holeas sct up along a steep riAgeline
at coordinates YD 213752. The holes were set in a 180 Aegreo perimeter
enil were no older than a Aay. At 0955H, Mike Comoany sighted 4-5 EVA
at YD 1BA738 and checkel area with negative results. At 1028H, ItCol
Marsh Aeparted for the 9th Marines CP. At 1106H, the A-2 Position
received 26 rounds of mixed caliber enemy artillery (100mm, 13%0mm,152mm)
from coordinates YD 233825 and YD 220824. Counter battery was fired by
artillery, naval gun fire, an' a TPQ. One casuality WIA NonEvac was
sustainod. At 14058, a convoy from Dong Ha arrived at A-2. At 1535H,
the A=-2 Position ha? one MeA Evac, a Marine from Charlie Company, 1/4.
The Marine iniured his hand when he jumped in a hole during incoming. At
1705H, OP folA received two rounds of sniper fire. OF Silver reporteAd
aniper fire at 17T10H., At 2207H, Kilo Company roporte? moverent and lights
at 1700 metera, on an szimuth of 4200 mils. An artillery misaion and
two rounds of 90om were fired at lights. At 2230H, Mike Company reportnd
two WA in the wire. M 2234H, 5 VA were reported. Companies were put
on stand by. At 2258, four rounds of 105mm impacted on the A-5 Position,
no casualties were sustailned. At 234TH two 175mm rounds Aetonated over
the =3 Position. The 9th Marines COC was notified.

14 March 68, At 0450H, OP GolAd heard artillery firing at an azimuth of
0700 mils, an? a Alatance of 7000 meters. #t 1025H, approximately 150
people wore obscrved moving north from the A-2 Position., Twenty govon
rounds of ANmm mortar WP wera fired over the heads of the reople. They
turned south and Aispersed. At 1140H, the 9th Marines Regimental Commander,
Colonel Smith and ItCol Marsh arrived at A-3. Colonel Smith dapsrted the
vosition at 1*NSH. At 1310H, CMR at A-2 Aetecte! an object moving from
coordAinatea YD 207816 to YD 194814. At 18308, OFP GolA heard artillery
firing from an aziruth of 0700 mils and a Alistance of 90N0 metera. At
1848H OP Gold sighted one NVA at YD 158736. Two 106mm RR rounds were fired
with gnod target coverage. At 2050H Mike Company reported 4 NVA moving

by the wire to the west. At 2105H, the A-2 FPosition reported that a ARVN
unit heard what scemed to be a chingsc speaking over their net.
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s At ODOZH, OP Grey raported lights in grid YD 1671, light
was stationary. At 1123H, tho A-3 Ponsition recefiwe” 5 rounds of cnomy
f0um mnrtar fire froom grid YD 183745. ‘n 8lom mortar mission was fired.
Onn casualty WIA, NonBvac sustainei. At 1215 Kilo Company found an
aban?on”ad houase an? bnrd shelter at enordinates YD 202710, engincers
Anstrnye? gane. 4t 1614H, a fixo? wing sireraft received small arms fire
from aporoximatoly grid YD 173753. At 1A%0H, Mike Cormany roported it
waa anniing a non battle casualty beck tn thn A=3 Positinn., Marine fell
an? injurn? ankle., &t 1710H, BAS roporto? that non battle casualty will
remain at aid stati~rn until rosupply or the 1st helienpter on 1f March 68,
At 1730H a briefing was held at the COC.

16 March 68s At 0439H, ons round of artillery impactod near Kilo Companys
night activity. ! chock fire was called and no c-3:12ltisn vere sustéin,
At 077°2H, Mika Company departod the A-3 Position. At 0S00H, Mike Comoany
reported finding 782 gosr and MG amm~ at cooriinates YD 188737, alao
rapnrted movement in their area.

At N9ACH, Charlie Cempany, 1/4 ha? a enntact at crnrdinatcoa YD 195734,
The crmpeny rocoived small arma fire from spproximately 40 NI from
saveral lncatinrns tn tha northwest, nnrth an? nnrthesst. Wike Crupany
mada 3nntsct with a largas "7 fareas at YD 187734, At 0945H, encmy artillery
impacte? in the "MZ and noar Mike Crmpany. "iko Coupany marked prsitinn
with air pancla. At 1000H, Charlie Company requested a Med Twvae at YD
199749. Landing zone wes not secure (aro prinrity and ore cworgemey).
At 10208, an A0 cama on station. At 10239, Mike Company repnrted A WIA's
(minor). *t 1031H, OP CnlA sighte® 30 WVA at coordinates YD 183745. it
1042H, Miko Crmpany received cnomy mortar fire and the Med Svac helicopter
tonk axal) arms fire. At 1050H, Mike Crmpany sighte! a largo nucber of
WV: retroaiing and cerrying bodies, ¢t 1100H, Mike Cnopany received
small sarma fire. At 1107H, Charlie Crmpany 1/4 moved back to renrganiszo
and enutinue the attack. Tha rererve platoon meoved from the A=2 Position.
Charlie Crmpanys Me® ®yac was completed at 1130H. Hoelicoptor moved to
Mike Conrparys pnsiti-n to pick up casualty.. Charlic Crmpany received
an~my artillery fire at 1207H. Med Bvwac was completed at Mike Company
onsition at 1248H. At 1311H, an air strike wos run. The A-3 Pnaition
rocoiwmA onony artillery fire. &A% 1430H, OP fnld fire4 10ARR at VA
in *4a epen. A% 151NH, Mike Crmpany roported boing in erntact along a
50 mote~ front. 4t 1525H, Mike Company reported a EI* and 4 WIA's. Tixed
wing alter it made a Aurmy run tn nsaiet Mike Crm-any in gotting casuale
tina. M 153507, = sir sirike was run. !Mike Company rocovered 1its
ensualtiea at 15M0H. ‘nothor afr strike was held at 1606H, a fixed wing
alrernft wes hit at 1617 an” iFne Tilot bailed out over the ocean. 4t
1648H, Charlie Commany, 1,4 r ‘v =n2? to tho =2 Poaition, ant Mike
Cropany raturned t~ the i=-3 Proition st 1745H. 4 MoA Brac was cnmpleted
fovm tha A-3 Prgitinrn at 18C07H, At 272iH, activitios for Charlie Company,
1/4 wera cancells? for 17 March 48,
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17 _March -EH, At 1405H, tho A=2 Fraition reprrtod two memboras of the 11th
Engineor Bn. wora injured by a mine while working in the mineficld. At
1522H, a rosupply halicopter reccived mutomatic wispons fire from eouri-
inatos YD 190708. Approximatoly 3 weaprna fired. ‘n srtillery missinn
was fired.

4t 17509 an alr strike wea hald. The sireraft trok small arma fire
Aurin~ the air strik-s. At 210TH, » lims O~mpany Listoning Prnat roported
mvrmnant ta thalr frent. ‘t 21258, an undetormined mumber nf PV ' wars
aighte” by a Tharlie Commeny smbush. Sighting was grnfirma® by CHMH.
tn 8imm mortar missicn was fire? with gond crverasgo of the tamgat. The
WYh wers lncsted retrenting to YD 194745, and a 105mm artillery mission
wag fired., Vnvement ceasad, At 2200H, tower %9 at ‘-2 sighted a truck
convay at YD 185805. The convoy procoeted to YD 160774 and returne? o
YD 185805. An artillery missi~n was fired with unkmown roslts.

18 March 68, At 09304, Filo Compeny foun® a W' pack at cnordinates YD
206711. At 1135H, fixed wing aircraft were on station an? running strikes.
The aireraft tonk mutometic werpons fire from YT 173753 and 173744 at
1515H, it 2145H, heewy rain caused flrnding of a tank preition. The

tonk an? smmunition wer~ mowed, At 22107, an artillery round imractod

nn Hill #28. At 2228H, the A2 Prnsition receive? 14 rounda of enemy .
artillery.

ch 8, *t 0145H, small erms fire roported hoard in tho east. The
*=2 Pnasitinn roporte? hoaring small arms also but Aid not know orgin.
At n6N0H, lima Compeny was OPCON'ed tn the 1stBn, 4th Marines. At
095NH, A2 roportod a FF unit was ambushe? at 0200H by an NVA platoon. No
other detaila. At 1351H, a sniper had a pocidental diseherge, An in-
vestigation will be conducted. At 2105H, OF Silver reported hearing a
radio and sighted a flashlight approximately 2000 meters to their front.
At 200CH, s messsge concerning the NVA offensive was received from the
9th Marines. At 2300H, all sctivities for 20 March 68 were cancelled
dus to a crelight scheduled for the morning of 20 March 68,

20 Mgrch 68, At N440H, OP Silver observed a trip flare go off in front

of their lines. T™e area was checked with negative results, At 0800H,

OP Silver and Gold were evecuated. At 090%H, India Company moved from
4111 #28. The arc light was completed at N95(H and InAia Company returned
to Hill #28 and manned all positions. A Med Evac was called and completed
at A-? at 1745H, (heart attsck). At 21309, a mensage from 3/3 roar was
received requesting a report on flooding of bumkers from heavy rain. A
negative report was submittod.

21 Mgrch 68, At N507H, OF Gold roported a TPQ drop on the north side of
Hill #51, secondary explosions “ere heard. At 053(H, Wike Company and

a Command froup doparted &3 (Frag Order 6-68) and Kilo Company departed
at O620H. Charlie Company, 1/4 departed A-2 at 0S40H. (Frag Order 6-68)
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At 0808, all battalion elements were at objectives and were setting in.
At 0815H, Kilo Company found numerous W 4 equipment and at 0915H found 4
NVA bodies and one AK-47. At 10379, Col 3mith, 9th Marines Regimential
Commander arrived at position and departed at 1105H. At 1140H, Filo
Company found a S0mm mor tar tube. At 11553 the battallion 5-3 officer
reported that no NVA were observed on Hill #31., Mike and Kilo Companies
gegrched the Hill, Mike Compeny returned to A-3 at 1448H. Lima Company
had & heat casualty in the south free lane at 1448H. A corpman and M274A1
were sent to the south free lane at 1452H. Kile Company returned to A-3
at 14509. At 1458H, Lima Company returned from OPCON to 1/4.

22 March 68. At 05008, lima Company departed for A-2 and srrived at O645H.
Charlie Company, 1/4 was chopped to OPCON of 1/4. At 105AH, OP Gold report-
ed hearing small arms fire in grid YD1674. 4n AD was requested. At 11028,
the AD checked grid 1674 and surrounding area. At 1119H, the A0 raported

a bunker complex at coordinates YD 154743. At 12458, P Cold heard artillery
firing at 0200-500 mils. A briefing was held at the battalion COC at

1730H, At 1800H, the 4-2 Fosition sighted 3 NVA in the.bpen at YD 230775
4 Blmm mortar mission was fired with good target coverage. The HVA moved
into a tomb used as a bunker. H&I fires were scheduled for coordinates

YD 237775. At 1940H, OP Gold reported hearing heavy machine gun fire from
an azimuth o 807 {1 at 3™0=’" " motarg, 4t 2030H a message received
from regiment ordering the battalion (covered circut)to be up on a 24 howr
basis. Tnable to comply due to lack of power source. At 2100H, Lima
Company at 4=2 Tosition reported one Marine taken 111 due to dwinking
native liguor. Marine was taken to A-2 BAS., At 2125H, a mess.age recaived
from Regimental 52 indiecating enemy offensive could start tondght. At
23594, the radar (AN/PPS-5) detected movement at several locatfions betwesn
EEII]-SEDD ﬂih from i’l—ii An Iﬂlllﬂrr misaion was fim:

8. At 0220H, a message was received from the 9th Mar-ines to
anticipate jamming of radio nets. *t 081CH, Mike Company sightied 2-3 WA
at YD 193709. An artillery mission was fired. At 1155H, OF Goeld raported
hearing small arms fire at an azimith of 5900 mils at a distanc:e of approE-
imately 200 meters. An artillery mission was fired. At 1426H, the A-2
Fosition received 26 rounds of 85mm enemy artillery. There wewe 4
casualties, (WIA, Med ¥ac). Casualties were personnel from 44trh
drtillery, TSA. The Med Evac was requested at 14400 and completecd at
1515H. At 2105H, the A-2 Pogition reported a light at ccordinates
202746. The CMR picked up 4-5 moving objects. A B1mm mortar migsion
was fired with good target coverage. At 2210H the fduster section
commander revorted secondary explosions at coordinates YD 185942 after
firing H&L fires.

24 Mgrch 68. At 0210H, Kilo Company reported movement to their fromt.

4t 0608H, a Mike Company ambush received 6 rounds of incoming enemy
grtillery ani that there were no cnsuglties. At 11158, g Marine at the
4-2 Position was injured while unloasding e helicopter. The Marine suffer-
ed a possible fracture of the right knee. The Med Brac was completed at
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1290H. At 15009, Limas Cofpuny foumd g direct wespon site st ocoordinates
D 23%742. At 1TO0H, Filo Company found one sm:hel charge, one chicom
and one F-Tool on Hill #341. The ordnance was destroyed and the E-Tool
turned inte S-2. The A-2 Position sighted two perasonnel moving north
at coordinates YD 217750. #4n 81mm mortar miseion was fired with good

coverage of target.

25 Mgrch 68. At 0605H, Kilo Company reported a mine detonated in front
of fighting hole #2. At 0630H, the A-2 Fosition received 6 rounds of
unknown caliber artillery. All rounds impscted outside of the wire. At
1330H, tower #9 at A-2 sighted 30 personnel, mostly women moving north
at coordinates YD 198738. A mortar miesion was fired ower their heads.
The eivilians returned south. At 1800H a battalion briefing was held

l.'t the Em.

26 March 68, At 12409, the radio relay circut to the 9th Marines
falled due to generator trouble, At 1345H India Company sighted 20-30
personnel at YD 213693. Personnel seemed to be bullding positions. An
artillery mission was ploted to be fired if needed. At 1%354H, an AOD
vas sent to check personnel cbserved by India Company. At 13001, the
A-2? Fogition sighted a group of people moving north at YD 19774%. An
81mm mortar mission was fired over their heads. #As the people contin-
uved north 12 rounds of HE were fired. PFersonnel then returned south.
At 1412H, the AO reported 30 fresh fighting holes at coordinatea YD
213693 with men working on them, also some civilians are in area. The
5-3 ﬂn;'u.ﬂ,l reported he believed positions would probably be used against
Routo .

4t 1450H, two artillery rounds impacted in the middle of India Company
column an? one casualty (Yon Brac) was sustained. A check fire was
called, At 9A00H, India Company found and exhumed 3 fresh graves at
YD 197711. Immediate area was littered with 4 walking sticks, 3 small
rice bags, 3 pith helmets and bloody clothing. Bodies had becn dead
3-5 days and were believed to be killed by an artillery mission called
on 22 March €8 in response to a sighting. At 1507H, OP Gold reported
hearing enemy artillery firing from an azimuth of 0500 mils at an
unknown distance. At 18308 the A-2 Position sighted 4 FVA at YD 226775.
4 B1mm mortar mission was fired with good coversge of target.

27 _Harch ﬁﬂ: 01004 the Mgrine thought to be wounded from friendly
artillery impacting near Company I was not wounded but brused seeking
cover. At O725H the A-? Position sighted 4 WWA at coordinates YD 233TRG .
A Bimm mortar mission was fired with good coverage. At O"25H, the
Rattalion Commander and 5-% Officer made an aeriasl recon of the area of
operations., At 14207, Company ™ discovered a "H-10 mine and one RFC
round. Ordnance was destroyed in plesee by engineers, At 2100H a trip
flare went off hy the east gate. Area was chncked out with negative
regulta.

34
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228 March 68. At 0150H, a 155mm grtillery round imected inaide of the

wwire at coordinates YD 177727, between holes 9 and {/'. More rounds

i impected outside the wire. An investigation will be requested. At

C 0240H radar dotected what appearcd to be a tracked wehicle. 4t 0900H

C Company K reported a Marine was suffering stomach cramps, ono squad from

C Company M departed A-3 to return Yarine to perimeter. The squad returned

{1 to A-% at 094CH. At 09504, the A-2 Foasition recwived 57 rouhds of eneEmy

¢ artillory (152mm) from coor”inates YD 21048312, A counter battory mission

v was fired., At 1002H Company ¥ sighted ont W', gmall arms werc fired

: at WA with unknown results. At 1025H, OP Cold reported encmy tubes

- firing from an azimuth of 0200 mils, At 10309 the Regimontal Commander
(Colonel Smith) arrived at A-3. At 1050H a Med Svac was requested and
canceled. Yarine was evacuated by resupply helicopter. *#t 11%5H the 4-%

' Pomition received 7 rounds of enemy artillery (1"5mm). The rounds
impacted outside of the perimeter. The 9th Marine Reggtimental Commander
departod position at 1140H. At 1345H, Company K reported finding 2 RVA
packs and 3 broken entrenching tools at YD 160707. At 1425H, Company
E found tracke® wehicle tracks at YD 154704. The trecks were approximately
1 to ? months old, At 1625H the A-2 Position reccived 15 rounds of
ennny artillery fire (152mm) from YD 214817. A counter battery mission
wasa fired.

29 Varch 68. At 0433, Company M reported a artillery round impacted
in company arna. At 0436H a mine detonated in Company K'sa area. A
check of artillery and mortars revealed no missions wore being fired at
time round impacted. Incoming round heard by Company M was believed to
be the mine detonating. At 0950H, OP Gold reported enemy artillery
firing from an azimuth of 5800 mils. At 1023H an artillery round
Aatonated over tha A-3 Position. At 1205H Company L arrived at A-%.

A convoy departed the A-2 Position at 1614H and arrived at A-3 at 1636H.
OPCON af the A-? Pogition was chopped to the ARVN at 1500H. The convoy
departed A-3 at 1T745H.

30 March A8, #t 0425H Company M roported its radar down due to battery
supply. Mt 11309 a message from 9th Marines %-2 reported two enemy
howitzors located in the vicinity of coordinates YD 171768 and s
hattalion of the 320 Nivision at coordinates YD 190745. At 20568H, OP

Gold roported racaiving shrapneal from artillery rounds impacting in front
of thelr poaition.

31 March 68, At 0345H a messagn from 9th Marines aivised that enemy
offensive would start at 0300H throughout Tietnam (B=2.rating). - &t 064H
tho Battalion Commander departed with Company I. 4t 17O0H Triendly
artillory fire from C-1 impacted on OF Silver, resulting in 4 WIA's.

One VI3 was Mod Fvaced at 1855H. Mn investigation was requested. At
17508, Company I and the Battalion Commander returned to A-3.

35
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HE ADJU IRTERS
24 Battalion, 34 Marines
%4 Marine Division, (Rein) ™P
"PD, 9an Trancisco, Celifornia 96602

Copy of Copies
3d Bn, 34 Mar

A3 Fosition

18 March 68

Frag Order §-68
Map: Vietnam 1:50,000 M5 Series L7014, Sheets 6442 IV and 6442 1TI.

Time Zonet H
Tgsk Organization.
[+ X in Capt. D.R. FRANK

FAC/TACP Team

PO Team, 81mm Mortar Plt.

FO Team, "C",Btry, 1/12

One Sniper Team, Hgq Co, 9th Mgrines
AIVN Intarpreter

Dog Team, 34 HP Bn.

ﬂ‘lt -'-mE- lﬁ-!‘ﬂll'ﬂ
r%m Tean

FO Team, 81em Mortar Flt.

PO Team, "7" Btry, 1/12

One Sniper Team, Hg. Co., 9th Mgrines
ARYN Interpreter

Ll L Bn th Mgri E'.Pti 0.J. R=WFO

¥O ﬁu. B1mm Mortar Flt.
FO Team, "" Btry, 1/12

1. Jitustion,

a. Inemy Forces.

(1) On 15 March Company M and Company C, 1st Bn, 4th Warings
made contact with an eneny force believed to be battalion size in
strength on an extended front dug 4n em Hill #3191 (Grid YD 1877 )
Tontacta we made simultanecusly from YD 183728 to YD 196745. #ﬁ
enemy was well equipped and suported by medium artillery which was
adjusted throughout the duration of the six hour engsgement. The enemy
was thought to be only a portion of a mich lamger element sttempting
to mass on the eastern DMZ for the purpose of atteckdpg a major base

b0
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or populated ares in the general area. There are no indications that
he has withdrawn all forces from tho prepared positiona encountered.

b. Friendly Foroes.

(1) Operation Kentucky continues and the 9th Marines AO remains
the same.
{2) 1st Bn, 4th Marines is presently conducting a sweep of the

Pho Oc and Loec Son aAren.

2, Mission. Conduct a recon in force of the Hill 431 to determine
the strength an? composi*tion of encmy forces in this arca and exploit

supporting fires.

2. TSxacution.

a. Concept of Operations.

1; See Annex A (Scheme of maneuvar),
2) Move wvith one com any at H-Hour under cover of dsrkness to
scize Objective #1 at H 4+ 30 minutes. )

3) Movo with one company (roin) to scize Objective 42 and
gstsblish a position to support the seizure of Objective #3.

(4) Move one company (rein) from the A2 Position to estab-
ligh s blocking position in the vicinity of Check Foint 3 at H + #.

(5) On seizure of Objective %2 move one reinforced company
from Objoctive #1 to Objective #3 and establish a blocking posi-tion/
patrol base.

(6) On seizure of Objective #3 be prepared to seize Olbjective
#) with one company from Objective %2,

(7) Conduct patrols of opportunity from patrol bases on
Objective #3 and 44 up to a limit of 500 meters.

b. Company M.

(1) urnish = mAtoon size ambush in the vicinity of the
Pagodus at YD 194730, to be in position not later than 2000 on D-1,
Move with tha remainder of the company from Hill #28 at H-THour and
consolidate the ares secured by the smbush patrol. Purnish a platoon
aiza patrol to probe the spproaches to Obiective #3 and on order seize
Obiactive 43 to include the high ground to the immediate north. From
this position be prepared to support by fire the movement of Company K
to Objective #4. On order furnish one platoon size patrol of opportunity
to screen the srea 500 meters east of Ohjective 4.

¢. Company K,

(1) Move at 9 + 45 to seize Objective ¥2. From this position
ba prepared to support by fire Company M's seizure of (bleciive #. On

5
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order sscure Objective %4 and conduct limited platoon size patrol of
oppertunity not more than 500 meters to the east/northeast.

d. Coepsny C, 1st Bn, 4th Marines,

(1) Move from #-2 at H + 1% to Check Point #3. Zatablish a
de fengive blocking poaition and attempt to engage by fire enemy personnal
entering the are~ from the weat. Be prepared to conduct limited
security patrols not more than 500 meters to the north/northeast.

a. 106RR toon.

(1) Sstablish firing position on 4-3 and Hill #28 to support
either sttecking company by fire and to block withdrawl routes in the
vicinity of YD 183746. Targets in the vicinity of the rice paddy
at YD 183746 may be ongsged with positive clesrance providing an officer
or S/NCO are available at the position to varify the target and locations
of friendlios.

f. B1imm Mortar Platoon.

(1) Be prepared to engage tamgets of orp-rtunity as requested by
the maneuver elecents.

g« Coordinating Inatructions.

[13 D-Nay 20 March 68

EE H-Hour 0530

3) line of Meparture - Outer wire %3, A-34A, A-2.
Es‘ Reforence Points - Coins 1773, Fems 2174.

5) Report arrival at all Check Points and Objectives.

6) Submit SitReps overy half hour.

7) " Be prepared to employ C3 and LAAWs.

§B Strass camouf lege 'sfd fire disecipline.

9) Specific avenues of approach will be coordinated by the
attacking Company Comman-aT.

10) Maximum use of supporting firee and deliberate movement will
be amhasized. :

(11) "iehting holes will be dug on Objectives #2, #3, and ¥4
immeAiately on seizure.

(12) Bnsura all units are briafe? as to the location of friendly
units.

(13) Stress th: corcept of mutual support.

(14) Koep o Aetailed list of all ejuipment captured or destroyed.

m"l&nmu f4}y
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4. AMdministration and Logistics.

a. All personnel will drink not less than two cantocena of water
and taks four salt tablets between H-Tour and H-8.

b. Companies will carry not less thet 10 strcchers, two of which
will be pole strechers.

c. Casualties will be evacuated to the vicinity of Objective "1.

d. Particular care will ba exercised to remove 782 gear and woapons
frﬂu Hed EFE s

a. Troops will carry one meal and BA, normal equipmaent, Tfﬂ' wespon

and T=Tools.
f. Esch fire tesm will carry one air panel.

5. Comnand asnd Communications.

.ﬂ. -

1) 3.5 P, ensmy personnel.

2) Red ster cluster, point of enemy contact.
3) Yellow or Green Smoke, friendly lines

b. The Alpha Comuand froup will remain at A-3 leas the 5-3 who
will accompany Company Ma

J. W. ¥'R9H
Ligutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps
Commanding

oW ICI'L

R. ®. TT'MLAY JR
Fﬁjﬂr-p U.S. arinas Corps
5-%

9
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mmnmu
ines
34 Marine Di'ri on (Reinm), FMF

FFO San l":llnulnn 2
10Mar6l

Fromt 8~3, Third Battalion, Third Marines
Tor 3-_1. Ninth Marines

1, On & March 1968 Compsny"M™ semd the battalion oom=-
mand group (=) oclosed with a well o ized snd squip-
ped NVA unit, dug in on & broad front from YD 15073,

tn YD 1551'33. Contact was initially made by a squad
sixe security eslement while cheoking out a Hdul 1line
to the companys forward left flank, which deminated

the companys chosen route of advance at YD 153733 The
ridge line was the key terrain in the immediate area,
and intervensd between company "M" lr.d the yet undie=-
covered NVA force, which was deployed in & well cam~-
ouflaged and coordine ted KVA foredfied position, dug in
on both sides of the FPrench road (Route #561),

A8 the squad moved agoross the topographioal crest
of the hill thﬂi machine gun positions were sighted
30 to S0 me eway. The gm. wore in open holes and

oriented to th- lau’hunt. The squad nfmﬂ fire with
small arms and M~T9 the three pos tions were overs=
run before the HNVA unuld reacts All three guns nu
captured, The Harine unit was I.nm-llllt-].{

sater distance from approximstely 28 teo ,',I rtif—
ied emplacemsn ts on both lJ;dn of the road, taking
heavy cssualties, The Squad withdrew as 1%1: parsnt
platoon was moved forwa to reinforce, The o
comander committed a scoond glltunn to cover an axposed
flank, and the platoon initially engaged, pulled back
from the dlling sones and consolidated the ridge lime.
A hasty perimeter defense was established by the company.

2+ The NVA employed several machine guna from approx-
imately 30 fortified emplacemen ts, oh were "Backed

up™ by fighting boles and connstting trenches from whioh
AE=;7's and Chi-ooms and RPG's were employed, Although
the friendly perimes ter was defensible and the MNarines
mainteained some freedom of mansuver, movement forward to
the enemy position was not possible, The snemy positione
ware not heavily fortified but obsecure fream alr

and ground observation, Enemy mortars wers smployed
’gﬁuhlhlr 600~1500 me ters to the nortbwest of Route

1
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One platoon (rein) was committed by the NVA to out
flank the ru-l.tim from two different direstiems but
was offectively engaged and heald at a distance of 1ES-
150 meters from n?ﬁﬂ-- flank, A grest deal of time
vas required to evaocuate casualties 3JOO mebers %o the
rear, to a secure LZ, Five KlA's 11 WiA's had to
be moved and only a small number of parsonnsl sould be
spared from the perimeter to assist, bescause of the
continuous efforts 6n the part of the enemy to breech
the perimeter,

Shortly before the arriwal of the msdewae chopper,
the f{rendly position received mortars and arsillery
infliot another KIA end 2 WIA's, Omnoe the msdevass
were completed the company began to pull bask with thelr
walking wounded, Chi-coms and smsll armms fire continued
al with heavy artillery and mixed mortars. Casualties
continued to moun§ and eaoch time a landing sons was
established, enemy artillery would be effeotively adjust=
ed until 4t was no longer possible to oarry EIA's and
WIA's and hold the enemy ground forces ocutside of ef=-
feotive Chi-com and small arms range, A decision was
made to risk a medevao, even though the sons had prev-
fiously received two 'rn‘.h-ﬂ of artille five.

Kilo nannr had by this time established an eff-
eofive blocking position through whioh Mike finally
withdrew toward A-3 position, Items of interest:

(1) Ounships were available as medevao ochase on
station for approximately L5 minutes, but would not
Iupfort ground treops. Ounships when requested teo fire
indicstad they wore required to reserve their fire until
nedevaca bad been completed snd the birds bad elearsd
the area. This was eritical in that gumships requested
for support purposes were not available,

(2) NVA ertillery wes very socurate snd adjusted
with the highest depgree of effectivensss yet observed by
this command,

(3) The neout dogs warning was not entirely hesded
by the platoon ccmmander. This is somewhat mitigated by
the fact that a platoon commander thoroughly investigated
sach alert of a soout dog, would reduce his rate of moves-
mnt to an unacceptatle depree.. Ferhi)d us @Emphasis on
knowing the characteristics of sach deg would bs bensfielal
in this regard,

() This was the firat occcasien rienced by this
comnand during KFENTUCKY, were NVA gr troops in contaet

Emclosure (1)
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were effeetively supported their own artillery, not
only was Mike company effectively adjusted wpen L‘lﬂ
company at YD 163737 and Eilo company depleyed f‘r- A=)
were both sngaged by RVA artillery. This ® & apparent
effort by the enemy to prevent 33 from reinforeing.

(5) It is mesumed the area to the northweat of the
Frenoh road at YD 150734 is e deliberate defensive strong
point and mnot a position intended for short tera csoupaney
based on the following!

(a) NVA 1/Lt killed with dress insignia on collap
(red field with two stars), which is mormally mot warn by
unit subject to clese contact or capture, Individual was
apparently a company commander,

(b) Rapid sdjustment of fires in lurtﬂ't flanking
movenants indiocate preplamning of fires as well as s re-
sponsive communieation capability.

(s) Wempors nnfturqd wers apotlessly oclean and
new, not like thoss carried by troops subjeet to continuous
movemant , or in contact for any length of time,

(4) NVA wore no helmets or packs, or were noted
with any equipment normally ocarried by a maneuvering unit,

(e) Holes, emplacemsnts and tunnele wers most
elaborate, Eighteen frages grenades were thPown dowm or
around one hols and three magazines fired im the hole.
Seconds later one NVA raised up from the hole killing
tvo Marimnes with smll arms ,

(f) Thies area glivee sccess to several lucrative
north=south infiltration routes sndtould be used to
harbor and support mansuver slements to the south by NVa,

(g) Past sotions over the past 11l months indioats
the NVA will spare nothing to hold this ground, (1/9,
14, 34, 3/3).

(6) A unity not pinned down, will frequently lose
mobllity a Hiurt of inability of a company (150 person~
nel) to carry 20 desd or wounded any apprecieble distance,
Experience indicetes this mey require up to B0 men of /F
the personnel are to be moved simultanscusly which would
:- tnprntﬁuﬂ. if security and fire superiority are to

® ensured,

(7) Continuous cssualties over a long peried of time
renders it 4iffioult to imposesible to maintain an soccurate
and current estimate of medevao requirsamts at all times,

Enolosure (13
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(B) MHsdewvas estimates wre further sloudad by the fash
that oheppers ocarried from 7 to 11 medevass based on the
desires of the airopeft commander and the salesmanship
ability of the battalion Alr Liasison Offiesr,

(9) It is estimated that the tattalieom emgaged a compa
sige unit in elose contact, perhaps on an OPMLR clomdy sup
ed by the major portioms of a battalien,

(10) There is 1ittle doubt that the enemy will condust
an sll out defense of this area,

(11) Light end medium artillery would have little or
no effest in neutralising these positions, FNething less

that D=l (delay) or mecurately adjusted 175's would re-
duce thase types of positiona,

(12) The use of C9 im considersd oo of the msjor

break thro «» The lack of gas mabks somewhat uges
the capabllity of friendlies te exploit this sapability.

Ray Finlay
RAY PINLAY
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C. YD 183758 (0o
De Surmary of 3/) recon. of southerm DMZ

E. At 160200E I/3/3 snd ¥/3/3 and cormand group commenced
movement to deploy for first light awesp from FLD on raile
road tracke betweem YD 180760, and YD 192754 through the
1775 grid, while completing the initial deployment of the
two companies at XN 160800H., Elements of 1/3/3 spotted

20 NVA in green uniforms with packs and helments moving
from YD 178761 at spprox. 160803H.1/3/3 diseovered approx,
60 02mm mortar rnde, while employing to engage the approshe
ing NVA, 1/3/3 was heavily engaged by another force of apprex
30 NVA from eoncesled fighting positions at YD 183758 as
I/3/3 elosed in on the bunkers. They were also engaged frem
thejr rear by ssveral EVA in spider traps, Bunkers were
well construsted and camoflauged snd coversd approches froem
the railroad tracke, Punkera were screensd by trees and
undergrowth whieh somevhat negated the sffest of LAAWS,
M=T9's and M=26's, DH=1l0 mines and beoby-traped chi-coms
were discovered in the area, Friendly stand off distance

of the enemy was am little as 5 meters, Enemy elements

not in bunkers withdrew and arty., and gunships and fixed
wing were called in with excellent resultss M/3/3 was
deployed north to I/3/3 rear to prevent encireclement, after
approx.3 hrs, of oless in fighting. I/3/3 attacked bunkera
by fire and pushed enemy back from bunkers a sufficient

Bairy
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distance to extract casulity. Alir and gunships were again
oalled in to engage the retreating ensmy snd had outstanding
results. MEDIVAC completed, the sweep ocontinued as plannsd
et 161412H, M/3/3 elements detonated a booby=trap device ¥oU
TYPFF unknown at 160756 resulting in one USMC casulity, MEDe
EVAC,

Movement from south tec DMZ was restrieted to file along
railroad tracks, Due to walst deep marsh sand rice paddies
on each side. Bunkers thoughout the area were organiced amd
heavily fortified with construction materials. Extendto the
point of contact® west to the AN=XA area, evidence of regant
movement of large number of enemy EKEN persennsl north and
south through the AN=XA ares. Ko evidence of tracked wehieils
Casulity and KIA's inoured primarily were of the upper body
from gunshot wounds, Enemy were dislodged from bunkers
primarily as results of effective deployment of the M=79 08,
Enemy casulitfes doc not inolude & result of the gunships,
this information will follow later.

P. L4 FKIA'S

G. 6 WIA'S MEDEVAC

H. NEG.

I. TOT 24, breakdown 1l fixed wing, 10 erty. unknown
J«=N. NEG,

TOR: 0007 3D MAR DIVi 9TH MAR: #
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HEADQUARTERS
9th MARINE REGIMENT
34 MARINE A VISION (REIN), PWP
FPO SAN PRANCISCO, 96602

3/ IR
Har 1948

Prem: Commanding Offieer
Te 1 Cemmanding Ceneral, 3d Marime Divisiem

Subj: 34 Battslion, 3d Marimes ememy comtact of & Mareh 1968,
Enslt (1) Narrative of 3/3 eontaet of & Mareh 1968

1. Fnelssure (1) was received by this Headguarters in e
"rough®. It was retyped amd forwarded fer yeur gemersl fim-
fermation/appropriate astiem,

2, It i» believed that the fellowing peints extrasted frem
enclesure (1) sre noteworthy.

a. It is realised that the "rules of e emamt™ pre-
seribed fer gumships acco =me de vae ieepters are fer
& purpcae and under nermml conditions sheuld be adhered W,
Hewsver, in this relsted imetanee ths nature of the Sarged,
ths Sactical situatiem, the nom-avallability eof requested pum-
ships, and the ground commandsrs request, should have beem
sufficient justification, to dsviate from mormal precesdures.

be The hi effecti ve employment of enemy mertars and
artillery Itt-.!tz_d example of sueh withim a week) im divess
suppert of snemy units, may indicate that the empleyment ef
larger sised patrels near the exmemy's prepared itiems
ne lenger be practical. This regiment will 1limit the setivities
of large siszed patrols to within 500 meters eof Imewm prepared

emaxy peositiens,

R.B. SNITH

Dt 2 g
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