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3d Battalion, 34 Marines
34 Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3/RFF/emn
13130
7 May 1968

From: Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines

To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code 403D)

Via: Commanding General, 3d Merine Division (Rein) FI¥
Commanding General, III MAF
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Facifie

Subjt Command Chronolegy for pericd 1 April 68 = 30 ppril 68.
Ref: {a} MCO 575024

b; FMFPac0 5750.8
Bnecls J{T] April 1968 Command Chronology.

1. In accordance with reference (a), (b) and (o). enclosure (1) is
pubmitted.

2. OGroup IV: Downgrade at three year intervals with declassification
af ter twelve years. Doclassified upon removal of enclosure.
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P/IRT 1
RG T D
1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER
34 Battalion, 3d Marines LtCol J. W. MARSH 1-30 Apmil

' ord t
H&S Company Capt. T.W. ARROLD 1=-26 April
1stlt P.B. CLON'Z 27-30 mpril
India Company Capt. 0.J. LEHRXCK 1=30 April
Eilo Company Capt. D.R. FRANK 1=-30 pxil
Lima Company Capt. F.R., MATTHEWS 1-30 April
Mike Company  Capt. W.H. MCADAMS 1-30 spril

Attgohed Units

ﬂupt-- J.M, STHARK 1-m ‘F‘ﬂ

34 Plt, Company "A", 3d Tank Bn, GySgt J.R. MoCELLAKD 1-14 pril
18tLt J.E. MeCOLLUM 14-30 spril
Section, 2nd Plt, "A" Btry, 1st Bn, ADA, AWSP 44th Acty, UsA

18tlt T. LAMPE 1=27 April

1stlt H.C. NERISON 27=3%0 mpril

Datachment # Sound Plt, L B'hrfg- 2nd 'E-h, 2‘5 El!"hy, osa 1-"m' m'ﬂ
Detachment, "C" Co., Jrd Enginesr Bn. 1=30 spril

2. loogtion:
4-30 April, Quang Tri Province, YD 175723, (4-3), RVN.

5. Steff Officers:

Executive Offilcer Mgjor G.. P SLADE 1=30 April
S-1 1stlt D.,C. MARCAETE 1-30 Apzrdd
9.2 1etlt A.L. ASHBORN 1-30 april
5.3 Major R.F. FINDLAY JR. 1-30 ppril
S-4 1stlt E.H. LAWRECTE 1=30 April
4. Average Monthly Strength,
OSMC OsR
ENL &F
38 1054 2 ﬁ%

| VieLASSIFIED |
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PART II

HARRATIVE STMMARY

The reparting period commenced with the battalion making prepars—
tions for a major sweep and destroy operaticn in the leatherneck Square
arsa during the pericd 3-8 11 68, A detalled gccount of the operation
is forwarded by enclosure (1). Significant contact was gained on two
cgecoasions in the course of the operation. On the evening of 5 April
a Company "L" ambush engaged an estimated VA Comrany moving in column
toward the company night defensive position. As the scope of the coatact
incressed, the ambush was withdrawn and the enemy was heawily engaged from
the perimeter and by artillery and mortar close defensive fires. The -
snemy attack was repulsed with only minor friendly casualties, while the
eneny logscs werce estimated to be heavy. 4 scarch of the ares, at firgt
light, the following morning revealed 17 W4, KIA's (confirmed) m'- POita,
4 AXAT'a, 3 SES Carbines and an impreesive colloction of enomy
ment and supplies. The second contact of consequence occcured on IEIII:I-"I
of Battalion Objective #6 (YD 159651) on 6 April. Approximately 15 NVA
defending the objective withdrew rapidly with the approach of Company "L".
The objective was seized with limited opposition and rapidly consolidated.
During the late aftornoon, shortly efter resupply was completed, the NVA
delivered accurate 60mm morter fire in the perimster sccounting for 2
friendly KIA's and 9 WIA's. The position was probed and subjected to
harrassing cnemy fires after dark on the 6th and Tth of April.

Contaots mado by tho Battalion during the operation other than thoase
discussed above were frequent but of little consequence, and could not
be described as conslusive and g total of 22 VA, EIA were confirmed and
9 individusl weapons captured. The battalion incurred & ¥WIA, 20 WIA Med
Evec and 15 1A mincr. .

The battalion conducted a tactical movement to the Cam Lo Bridge on
8 April and boarded wvechicles for transportation to Dong Ha. On 9 fpril
Companies "I" and "M" returned by vehicle to the jumction of Route #1 and
Route 566 and comploted a tactical movement to the A=3 Position to
relieve Companios "K" and "M", 3/1, assigned to man the A-3 Position and
Hill #28 in the pbsense of 3/3. ’

On 9 April OPOON of Company "E" was chopped to 3/4." Company "E" was
assigned to the C-2 FPosition less one platoon which was subsequantly
chopped by 3/4 to 1/4 to man the C-2 Bridge Position, (Company "EK" with
gll platoons was chopped to the GPCON of 1/9 on 23 ppril. The entire
company is presently assigned to the C-2 Position.

Company "L" was assignod to the OPCON 3rd Squadrons 5th
Calvary, USA Auring the poried 9-16 April.

UNCLASSIFIED
While OPCON to 3/4, = Company "K" squad sized, killer t

an estimated WVA Company on 16 April and was subsequently reinforced
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by the remainder of Company "K" on 17 April. Twelve NVA, XIA's were
confirmed and two individusl woapons captured, while Company "E" suffored
5 KIa and 16 VI5, Med Evacs.

Other than indicated above contacts gained during this period in
the A3 AO were infrequent and of little comsequence. Enemy movement
appeared to be genorally confined to the south and wost.

Work is uwnder way to convert the Company Strong Point located north
of A=3% on Hill #28 to a platoon reinforoed Combat Outpost, in order to
make better use of aveilsble manpower,; in conducting more sggressive
oparationas. A major portion of the effort in connection was completed
Auring this reporting period.

The combat readinoss of the battalion hes shown a marked increase
as a result of an sccelerated Iinmput of personnel and progress in the
maintonance and supply arcas. An accelerated training program is also
oxpected to pay major Aividends.

The battalion was ordored Auring the latter phases of the reporting
period to proposa an oxterded operation in the Loatherneck Square areas
in commection with the recont build up of NVA forcee and 3rd Marine
Divieion rice donial plan has been submitted and spproved by|CG, %rd
Marine Division and it is anticipated the operation will e
during the initisl phases of the next reporting period.

-]
DECLASSIFIED
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PART TII
SEQUENPTAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. Combgt Migsions Assigned.

a. Basic Migsion, To conduct missions in assigned area of operations
in ancordance with 3rd MarDiv Operation Order 59-67.

b. To conduct anti-filtration operations in A0 with special emphasis
on interdicting nurthfamth infiltragtion routes. Assume regponsibility
for enlarged A0 to include ocutpost of Hill #28. Defend and provide pro-
tection for construction effort on Route 566. Referarncey 9th Marine
Operation Plan 2-68; 9th Marine Frag Order #14, (Operation Kentucky).

¢c. Conduct a intensive search and destroy operation on a 2000 meter
frontage from the west, from the 17 grid line from An Phu to the & grid
line, placing maximum emphasis on the destruction of endmy positions
and emplacements encountered. Reference: 9th Marines Frag Order 18
(Operation Kentucky). Battalion Frag Order T-68.

d. On D=1 szcure a patrol base at YD 188735 and conduct platoon size
night ambushes at YD 185735 and YD 190738 prior to last light.
(1) Seize Objectives #1 at YD 197746 and #2 at YD 189747 with one
(1) reinforced company each and corduct daylight search and attack patrols
and dﬁght ambushes from these locations. Reference: Battalion Frag
Order £ '

2. Significant Operations Conducted.

a. The Battalion (-) conducted a search and destroy operation
in accordanco with 9th Marines Frag Order #18 during the pericd 4-8
April 68. A After pction Repart of the operstion is included in Part IV
with the supporting documenta.

(1) 4 spril 68 - At 10008 Company "I" seized Objective Jill
with Company "K" moving up on the east flank. Company "K' engaged 8 NVA
at YD 157694 with M-60's 4 mortars and artillery, after an air strike
"I" swopt through the area capturing one WA peck. U4t 153UH czements of
Company "L" received small arms fire from YD 157698. The company
assaulted through a bunker complex which was concealed by heavy veget-
ation and captured ons (1) NVA redio and one (1) NVA pack. The battalion
set in for the night with no further sightings.

{2} 5 April 68 = At OBOOH elements of Company "M" made contact
with eix (6) NVi at YD 158696 and killed two (2) of the enemy. At
approximately the same time, Company "E" cbserved four (4) WNVA in the
same gonerel areoa and engaged thom with unknown results. (See support-
ing documents for list of captured gear).

The awoep contimed throughout the day with several bunker complexes
located and numerous enemy cquipment found which is listod seperately in
Part IV of this chronolcgy. The Battalion established two seperate

RELICCHTED
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perimeters for the night due to the thick vegotation and the desire-
ability of employing more night activities to cover the area. Aa Com~
panies "M" and "L" were digging in their local security was engaged with
small srms from a NVA unit at YD 171663. TFositions were consclidated and
night ectivities set in. Saversl asmbushes reported movement sround their
positions and at 2330H a Company "L" ambush made contart with a unknown
gize enemy force at YD 168678. It was nedsessary for the ambush to fight
its way back to the company perimeter.

(3) & i1 68 - At 0001H a Company "K' ambush engsged a enemy
unit and reported one (1) wounded sprroximately 25 meters from the
position. At 0015H, the Company K" smbush was heavily engaged and fought
their way back *o the company perimeter.

The Company "L" perimeter received a heavy ground attack which was
broken with small arms and extremely close end acourate 5mm Mortar
and srtillery lefensive fires. At 0645H Company "L" sesrched the battla
area capturing 4 POW's and counting 17 HVA bodies. At 1600H while
moving to seize the ground at ¥D 159651 Company "L" obserwved 16 NVA
flocing from the objective to the east. The NVA were pursued by small
arms fire, artillery and fiyed wing aircraft. The battalion roceived
mertar fire on this ground wvhile consolidating the position on two
occasions at 18508 and 49%0H. The mortar fire was extromely accurate
and followed shortiy after a holiscpter resupply. 4t 205(H Company "E"ig
1ocal rocurity received spproximately 10 Chi Coa grenades and at 2224H
engagod an estimated 20 NVA with amall arms. _
(4) 7 _april 68, = At 0800H the area of the Company "K" contact
was soarched and one AKAT rifle was captured along with cther equipment.
Throughout the remainis? of the day numercus supply caches were dis-
covered =snd destroyed. At 20554 a Company "K" listening posf engaged &
unknown size NVA force at YD 165658. At 2100H the battalion received
numerous probes from the north and west. The probes were supported by
60mm mortars, Chi Com grenades and rifle grenades. Tho listoning posts
were pulled back into the perimeter and supparting fires oalled. Contact
waa brolen after about one hour.

(5) 8 %il 68, = Seizure of the remaining objectivel was
accomplighed withou ident and the operation secured at 1600H when
the battalion entrucked at Cam Lo Bridge for Dong Ha.

%« Casualties Inflicted on the Enemy.

as During the month of April, the 3rd Battalion, 3d Marimes inflioted
the followingcasualties on the enemy; 23 NVA KIA (confirmed) and 4 FOW's.

. | Cas ties Sustgined.

as Name of Surgeon: Lt. Walter P. Drysdale, MC, USRR, 1-8 April
It, Emilio Jiminez, MC, TU3HR 8-30 April

b ificant Ev :

| UNCLASSIFIED |
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(1) On 2 ppril, one member of HAS Company was an NBC from
falling in a hole, possible fracture left leg.

(2) On 4 April, one member of H&S Company was killed in actien
from enemy small grms fire, one Kit Carson Scout attached to Lima
Company ?f 3 was wounded from enemy mortars.

3) On 5 April, 3 members of Mike Company, 4 members of Lima
Company were wounded in action from small arms fire. Also one meuber
from Mike Company was killed in gotion at the same time. One member
of Kilo Company was an NBC self inflicted wound. One dog handler from
34 MP Bn. attached to 3/3 was wounded from enemy small arms fire,

(4) On 6 April, 17 mewbera of Mike Company, 9 members of Lima
Company, 3 members of Kilo Company, one member of H&S Company were
wounded due to eremy morters and Chi Coms; 2 members of H&S Company were
killed in action due to cremy wortars and one member of "C" Company, 3d
Engineers atiached to 3/3 wounded from enemy mortara.

(5) ©Cn 7 April, 5 meobers of India Company and ono menmber of
Miko Cm:?w was wounded due to enomy Chi Ceom grensdes.

{6) Ca 14 april, one psmber of India Company was wounded from
enemy fire.

(7) ©n 16 #pril, ¥ mecbors of Kilo Company were Kli'ed from enemy
fire ard Chi Coun; one renbicr of Kilso Company was wounded from enemy fire.

(8) On 17 April, 14 mombers of Kilo Conmpany was wounded and
twe neobere of E&ES Company was wounded from enemy mortars. Two mombers
of Kilo Coopany wero KliA'e from onony mortars.

(3) Cn 27 4pril, one member of Lima Company non-hostils shrapnel
wound of the left ’cg dus to destroying enomy bunkers,

10} On 24 Ajxil, eno morber of Mike Company NBC self inflicted
«45 wound, T&T cbdorcn.

(41) Ca 29 2fpril, one meuber of Mike Company was an NBC from a .
golf inflinted M-16 wound, T&T loft ankle.

(12) On 30 April, omo membor of Kile Company was wounded duo to
eromy artiliery.

(13) Muber of Battle Casualtica:

TOTALS K14 ? DOW MI4 HNBC NEC KITLED
SMC 3/3 8 0 0 c > 0
USN 3/3 1 3 0 0 v} o
USMC OTHER 0 3 0 0 0 0
(14) Thore wore a total of 1,268 inoculations given during the

month of April,
(15) Outpationt Viaits:
Conmon Complaints;

1) FUO 3 .
Voneroal Discasc 5 =
Fout Oasuslties & UNCLASSIFIED
Malaria 0
Dental 57
Cellulitis 22
Diarrhea 23

a8

BEnc loBure (1)
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¢+ Mpdical Tronds: There wore 15 cases of dysentery with fover
in Lina Company. The causc was fresh bread pickod up et battalion rear
wvhen the company loft for the forward arsa., Thr bread was not consumed
immedintely and was axposcd to extreme temporature ranges.

d. Prgblem Arecas: None
5« HNew Tochnigues Fmployad. Nona

6. Coomand Relations.

a. CPCON - Qth Marinas, ADO"N ~ 3c0d NharDiv
b. On 2 ppril 1968 assumed OPCON of Conpanics "B and ™', 3d Bn,

1at Marines.

g, Or ¢ =il 1968 Companies "X" & "MV, 34 Bn, 18t Marinecs were
chopped fronm EE'LDH tn the 3th Marines.

d. On 9 #pril 1968 Company "“™ chorped to OPCON 3d Bn, 4th Marines.

. On 9 April 1968 Company "L" chopped to OPCON 34 Squadron, 5th
Armored Cavalery, USi.

f. 16 Arril 1963, Company "1" chopped from OPCON 3d Squadron, 5th
frmared Cevalory, U3l %t¢ ¢ Bag 32 Marines.

Ts Egvipnarl. dHoneo
8. logistics.
as Supply:

(1) Genoral: During this reporting period the battalion haa
continucd to build up the 4-3 Fositlon. Daily resupply by helicopter
is the principlc mesns of transportation to A-3.

(2) Class I. 4 daily resupply maintains thc regular supply of
Class I at a threc to five day lovel. Wator buffalos are lifted in and
out prioarily by helicoptere.

(3) Class II. There otill remains s critical shortsge ont
Bayonots
Gas masks and filtars
Magazines - 45
Binoculsrs

Splt teblots

(4) Claas IIT. HNo problems cncountered in keeping an asdequate
supply of FOL on hand.

(5) Class IV. Due to Operation Dye Marker no :ﬂﬁhhu have been
ancounterod in obtaining Class IV items.

Priloswra [1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

(6) Class V. Tho battalion supply of Class V is malntained at a

BA + 10 DOA.
be 1 Tr arts

(1) The present status is considered alesquate for current .
operations on the M27442's (mules), M42241 (mites) and W3TE1 (rc).

(a) Breakdown of M42241 (mites)
1) T/E 20

2) 0/H 14

) 2ud Eehelon Maint. O
3rd Echelon Maint. 1

Code "X"ed T
Operational 12

(8) Breakdown of MZ/442 {mules)
1) /B 30

(2) 6/B 29

{3} 2rd ¥rhelon Maint. 8

3rd Echelon Maint. 1

Code ""ed 1

6) Operational 20

(¢) A chortege of carburators, magnetos, }gﬂiti—::n kits,
fuel pumps, rear cables and cable leads for the M2T442 Mulas) still

exista irn our motor transport sectilon.

\?) Ninth Motor Transpart Battalion provides trucks to pick uwp
and deliver suppliss to the ISA for helicopter resupply. On geveral
occcasions truck support has been inadequate.

c« Englneer Assigbances

(1) The 11th Engineers have provided sseistance in landsceping
and erected two wotch towara at tho A-3 Position.

(2) The 3rd Enginecrs have provided assistance by budlding a
showar unit at A-3 Fosition. Alsgo provided a bull doser whiol was used
to dig positions for the tank platoon, dig out and cover trash pits for
the poeition. J

;

d., Or S
(1) At the ond of the month the battalion maintained tho

following stetus:
Fﬂ.“-.'frﬁrﬂ [ | ;;'13_.3“1;5.‘-_-,:
L“"‘ iCallPEED)

Enc To5®% (1)
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I /B O/E OFRATIONAL 2pd WM.

M=14 Rifles 52 52 52 0 0
45 Pistols 329 354 354 0 0
Shotguna 13 18 17 0 1
M-60 MO 35 31 31 0 0
106RR 8 8 7 0 1
M-T9 36 38 38 0 o
81mm Martars 8 8 B a] 2
60mm Mor tars 12 12 11 0 1
3.5 Rockot 32 30 27 0 3
M-16 Riflss 919 996 96 0 ]
106 RR Mounts a8 £ T 0 1
Flame Throwers a 9 4 o o

9. Cilvie Aotion. None

10. Adminigtration.

n. An swards caorcmony was hold on the 2Tth of fpril. The below
medals were preacnizd to mombors of this battalion by Mgjor General
Tompkine, Commandinr Genersl, 3Ird Marine Division.

2 PFronze Star Modals
1 Navy Ccznmendation Medal
12 Purple Bearts

k. 4 total of £ Court Mariials wore held during April; 2 9CM .
Ton Court Martials sre pending. Five Battelion Commanders Office Hours
warg conploted and nono are ponding. There was 4 Company Commandors
Of fice Hours sompletcd and 20 are pending.

c. Special Services provided Stationary Kite, Game Kits, free beer
and free soda during the month of April.

d. Post Exchange services werc not avallable to the battalion due to
it being located at A-3 bowover Sundries Packages ware distributed.

@. Liberty was not authorized during this period.

f. Turing the month 9 Officers and 49 Enlisted Merinea rotated to
CONUS. Two Officers and 3 ™nlisted wore transfercd as a result eof
mediecal cvacuntion. Thirty Soven onlistod Marines were transfered
within the Regziment or Division.

11. Fersonnel.

s Galns: 3 USMC FFs5 135 USMC ENL; 1 USN
b. Logsos; 8 USMC OFF3; 135 USMC ENLj 1

11
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6. Monthly Strength (Average)s:

MC (FF MC ENL USN OFF USKN ENL
38 1054 2 56

d. Yot loas/gain:

MC OFF M ENL USN OFF TSHN ENL
5!70 0/0 0/0 4/0

8. Emergency loave for the month of fpril; 1 U3 snlisted. There
were no humanitarian transfors during the month of April. Twice/thric
woundod or reassigned outsido of RVY due to father/ Wrother.in . .. -
country; 4 USMC onlistcd. .

f. Thore was one H-rdship Dischsrgo spplied for during the past
month. Threc arc ponding.

" g« Throe AMuinistrative Discharges are peniing.

h. The RAR Program continucs to be a major morale factor within this
commani. There woie T3 out of country R38R quotas used and 13 in country
quotas during this roporting peried. :

i. Morale ie considored to be excellent to outstanding.

j. Postal Serviccs Muring *he month have been good. Mail was
deliversd +5 the forward position by air as aveilgble. '

12. Intelligence,

During the month of April, 3rd Battalion, Third Marince participated
in one operatiocn st the start of the month. It lasted 5 daye and took
tha battalion south of 4-3 to Cem lo. Contact was made on several
ocoasions but they were all light contacts. There were a few other
contacta throughout the month. All were mincr contacta.

On the 4th of April, 3/3 etarted an operation in which they moved
south from the trace to Cam Lo sweeping through the 15 and 16 grids.
There was contact everyday but it was light. On one day 3/3 was hit by
enemy mortars on two seperate cccassions. See Part IV for After sotion
Report, dated 12 fpril 68 for a day by day syncpsis. .

Company India on 14 April while running a patrol made contact at
1237H at (YD 198696). They engaged with small arms sbout 4 to 6 N{A.
Contect was broken after s brief exchange of fire and at spproximately
1300H Company India procesded to check cut the immediate area to exploit
the sontact. They found several fresh fighting holes and the remains of
a claymore mine which was used during the contact. They also found verious
other gesar.

¥ Enciosure (1)
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On 16 Mpril 68, at 0855H, Mike Compeny elemonte made mntﬁ; with
what sppeared to be a dug in NVA squad. Contact was made at 154701)
while Mike Companye eloments wore moving to a daylight ambush site.
Company Mikes elements ergaged the cnomy with small arme while the rest
of the Company deployod to sld elemonts in contaet. Artillery and 81's
were employed, At 0910H, the FVA were spotted moving away from their
poeition. Shortly aftorwards Company Mike checkod out the area and
recovernd ono crow served woeponh.

Company Idme on the 23rd of April €B had elemonts of their company
roturning to the patrol base. At OTO1H they cbserved 2 WA at (YD 1511’!'15]-
They engaged tha 2 RVA with small srms and M-T9's. Tho NVA then fled to
the cast. Tho area was scarched with negative results.

At 1445H on the 2%rd of April 68, A-3 roceived 20 rounds of enemy
ertillory estimated to bo 85mm caliber. The artillery came from an
azimuth of 6100 mils. They impactod outside the perimeter at (YD 180719) -

On 26 April 68 an India Company embush at (YD 192734) engagod an
undotermined number of W4 with small arms and M-79's. At 2020H the .
ambush continued to fire M-T9's in tho erea of contact and receivod two
Chi Com gronades. The area was kopt under observation end sesrched at
first light. The; found ore NVA EKIA and captured a lot of gear.

This month we hed no strong contects. There wero many light contects
with wvery small wnis. FWnemy artillery and mortars has decreased this
month. There was a lot of enomy movement in owr area, howover it was
soall units rather than lsrgo units. There were many spottings of 2
.and 3 persons movirg in our erca. These were engaged by artillery, 81's,
4.2's and 106's and automatic weepons when possible. The incoming we
rocoived was genarglly off target.

ENEMY GEAR CAPTIRED 1 - 30 dpril 68

Hegomoola 2 DH = 10 Mines 1

W4 Paoka 28 French AT Mines 5

NV) Radio 4 RPG = 2 round - 1

AK Magazines 9 7.62 pomo/MG (rounds) 2200
Cartridge belts 3 Irum Magazines for MG 3

Chi Com grenadecs 32 RPG=2 charges : 3

Gas Mask 1 E-Tools ; ;. | AT
Binoculars pair 1 60mm Mortar rounds 500/400u/ fuses
Canteeans 2 T«62 Rounda for AR's ot
First 414 Eit 1 RPG=T muru‘_lnfw fuses 150
Wallets 2 A2mm rounis w/fuses 455
Mosquito Nets 3 Roll of Comm Wire i 1y

SES's 4 Type 56, Light MG 1
AE-4T"'a (] Camouf lage cover 1
Flashlights & Batteries 3 Blasting Caps, box 1

Radio Batteries 3 Detonators 20

Rope 1 Z=10 type mines . -5
Biecyclea 2 Chi Com grenade pouchea = 3

13
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Bandages 2 Camera 1
Docuements 5 Magazine Fouch 1
Saveragl bags of rice and muxch Rice Bowls 2

clothing, khaki uniform and
civilian attire

13. Communicgtions.

a. The Communications Platoon ran normal wire and radic operations

* at A=3. Esch company was lssued two PRC-6's in addition to thelr normal

41 radics for use in tising in thalr 50mm mortar positions. Four new
radios were cbtained \PRC-93) for une with TACP., They are single fre—
quency UHF radios used to control fixed wing mircraft in the fisld. They
are being teasted in the field and so far have proved to be a very useful
item. The Comm Officer rotated and was replaced by Lt. D.P. BARBIEWO,16 Apr.

b. Training. A contact team made vp of the redioc chief and a teche
nician was orzanized to give a om» hour class on Tadic Proceedurey maint-
enance snd operation to all 0311 raiio operators in the line companies.
In sddition, leason plans were submitted from radio, wire and TAC Party
for a 3 hour ¢lasn to all squad leadars and potential squad leaders. The
clgss is scheduled in May.

e. FEauipment Stztus, We received ithree new FRC 25'a this month and
B FRC-6's on a spacial allowance. WYe also received 4 FRC-93's and 64
new whip antcnnas. However, four FRC25's were dropped from our books.
Beacntial goar down s na follows
2 FRC - 41
1 MRS - 83
1 FRC - 25

d. Problem ircas, Throe radio operaters joined the pletoon this
ponth and two 0311's from Kilo Company have been assigned to the plgtoon
for training ss radioc operators. This should totally alleyiate our
previous shortage of operators. One Corporal 2847 was transfered out
of the Battalion lesving the battalion with one KY-8 technicihan. Thias
man will rotate in Jume, '

Tape antennas are still in bgrely adequate supply.

We sre still & PRC=25'g under our 'J!,f"'E and these are on orgler.

14. Westher, The weather during the month of fpril was warm -'n.nﬂ humid
with & few light rains, the mornings were usnally cool with ;11:.* of
morning miat and haze which dissppeared by late morning. -

hverage High - 83 degrees Aumidity - B5% !
Aversge Low - T0 degroes Frociptation - .87 incheas
 Average Vigibility .~ 5 miles 17ird 7 Enots from the noreth/west.
15, Fire Suppert. In fpril the artillery shot 4,900 rounds iln support

of 3/3. The support was excellent in most cases. During the * operation
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from 4 April thru 8 fpril 68, 1900 rounds were fired, Excellent re-
sults weras had with close defensive fires. These were fired in every
night and used every night either for protection or preps. The night

of 5 April was notsble in that over 500 rounds were fired all at close
(under 200 moters from friendlies) rargo. Fires were used to break the
force of contact and once this was done fires ware refired sll night

to keep the NVA from policing tho battle field. In the morning 17 bodles
and 4 POW's were found along with mmerous gesr and wospons.

Excellent rosults also were had with adjusted preps which were then
hit with TOT's. Massive preps were also fired uncbserved on targets of
an intclligence nature, however, tho battalion wae not convinced that
*hia is the best way to prep an area.

Throughout the rest of the month preps were shot in a saturation
pattern. That is many grids in a small ares ard hit for a given time
frame. This technique was sucessful in the battalions A0 because the
battalion knew where to place most prep fires effectively.

On calls were planned more selectivaly than in previous months and
the use of groups was cut down.

Tho obsxwvetion towers increassed visibility substantially and
increased cur -1sc of geter-l support, such as 8 inch and 175mm artillory.
To date however , the batta’ion has been able to loecate only omo enemy
artillery position. '

a~ Tits Proviling direct and Gonsvel Suvport,

Eﬂ Btry "I'", 2ad Bn, '2th Harines

2 Btry "B", 7nd Bn; i2th Marines

2) Bisy "P", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines

{i) Btry "C", 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
) Biry "K", 4th Bn, 13th Marines

&) Btxy "L", 4th Bn, 12th Marines

7) Biry "M", 4th Bn, 12th Marinca

8) Btry "W", 41st Bn, 12th Marines

9) Btry "W, 2nd Ba, 12th Marines

m} 15t ", Howtizer Biry, 3rd MarDiv,
51) @th Bn, 4th sctillery, USA

EY

b. Migsions Fireds

(12 Suspected enemy positions 189
(2) Prep Fires 92
3) ILive Missions (5V4/¥C in open) 55
4) Night defensive fires 20
5) Blocking Firces 12
) TFinal protective fires T
7) Counter battery 3
8) Marking rounds 3
9) Tllvmination 1
1Eﬁ; Recon by fire 1
11) H & I's rogquested 650

15
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(2) Biam Martsrs

(a) Prap Firas 54
b) Targets of Opportunity 23
¢ ) Counter Morter
d) H& I Firos

He

c. Jmmunition Exponded.

(1) Artillery

a) 105mm 2,9%
b} 155mm 106
o 175mm 17

s 4 2mm 1 'Tﬂ'ﬁ

fe g 20

(2} Aiom Mortars

a) HEM (now) 1,749
Zh WP ?'_EH}
Eu WP (old) 146
d) Illumination 2

16. Alr Support.

a. Thare ware ro airvebrikes contrelled by this Bi:atinn, howovar ,
AD's ran vovaral ptrikes in o AC.

b. hore wore 103 TPQ's roquested by this battalion a.ml 27 woro
hit.

¢« There were 16 Med Evecs run, evacusting 36 peoplo.

d. Two reconnaissance flights worc requostod and two Teceived.

e. Thore werc no HU-1E gunships controlled by this hh’htu.linn,
however, A0'e ran sovaral flights in our A0O.

£fo 1rare wera four AC flights rogquosted plus the nnml AD covar=
aga in thce groa.

g. Ten C&C flights were requested and nine (9) roceived.

h. Helicopters liftod 634,153 pounds of cargo and 286 Passorgears
for this battalion.

17. Jtetivitios/Deactivations/Redesignations. Wone

18. Traininz Hsport., Maxioum offort was made during tho month of April
to inoreosse tho gquality and guanity of training. A classroom bunker and
small arma range wore conatructed in this connection. The priimary
ocbjective was & through retraining of section, squed and team leaders
in the basic concepts and techniques of tactics and wespons. - Bmphasis
was placed on the responsibility of small unit laaders to tl:*a:!.n their

AIAN ACSIENE
| I!-.--M-'H.-..-'E.-' -.'}.-I..]-.!.
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mon and a concertod effort was made to prepare them for this mission.
Five (5) hours of NBC instruction was givan to a total of 132 Marines.
Subjects includod care and usc of the fiocld protective mask and theo
nature of various sgents omployed in MBC Warfares.
A machine gun school was organized to include throe (3) sopcrate
blocka of instruction and provide a total of 21 hours of instruction
to 245 Harines. Blocks of instruction includcd;

a. HMochanieal training and ecycle of operation, malfunctions and
stoppages and immodiste action, mil relation and travorsing and olevat-
ing mochanism. ;

b:. Tacticel coployment in tho dofonsoe and offense.

¢s Techniguos of fire. Instructions were egually divided among
lecture, demonstration and spplication and a livo firing exercisc was
included.

A 60mm mortar school gave 14 howra of instruction to TO Marines.
Clasees included mochenical training, conduct of fire, adjust fire and

Plotting bosrd.
Additional miscellanoous instruetion included individual and goneral

wogpons, communications and compass and msp reading by instructions at

"the company lovel.
An MCO School wng organized with instructors, lesson plans and train-

ing aids Topared to comnonce on 1 May.

\ UNCLASSIFIED |
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ODRNAL 8 1L 1

il At 0B4CH a message was received from the Oth Marines
Tequesting that all increases and decroases of papporting assets be.
reported to 9th Marines (Attn S-3) as soon as possible. At 1035H,
Company "1" departed to escort tanks to Route #1. At 15500, a mossage
was received from S-2, 9th Marines that a unidentified enemy element
was in the vicinity of YD 210692. Eated B-3. Company w[P returned to
A-3 at 1515H. At 2015H, the AN/PPS 5 detected movement but eould not
determine if it was metallc.

2 spril 1968. At O100H, Company WE" reported movement in front of their
lines, it was balieved to be an animal. One 4.2mm morisrc 5 enlisted
men were chopped from the battalion effective at 1800H 1 1 68. At
0845H, a Company "M" sential post returned to the position with a man
who hed been hurt by a wild boar and fractured his knee. At 1052H,
Col. Smith, 9th Marines Regimental Commander arrived on position. Col
Smith departed at 1120H. At 12005, a Company "M" sentinal post sighted
4 NVA moving south at YD 165705. AQ checked area with nogative resalts.
At 1800H, the battalion asssumed OPCOY of Companies HE" and "M" of
the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marinzs.

3 April 1968. At 1015H, civilians were observed at the battalion trash
dump. Company '"M" sent a detail to disperse them. Col Smith, 3th
Marines Regimental Ceommsnder srrived on position at 1430H and departed
at 1545H, At 1708H, (2) Marines from 31/1-;G were evecuated to "D" Med, one
rat bite and one for medical reasons.

i1 9968, At 0630H, the Battalion (-) departed to cenduct a sweep
in sccordance with 9th Marines Frag Order #18, (Bn FragO 6-68). Tenks,
106's, Bimm's and dusters remained on position.

At 0950H, an enemy 60mm mortar round was received from an azimath
of 5400 mils at a distance of approximately 1200 meters., An B81mm mortar
mission was fired with good target coverage.

At 1000H, Company "I" seized Objective Jill, At 11508, Company "E"
at YD 157694 mede contact with approximately eight (8) FVA. Company "E™
engaged with ME0's, mortars and artillery. An sir strike was called.
Company "I" swept through the area of contact and captured one NVA paok.
At 1228H, Company "K" discovered 3 bunkers at YD 157698. The bunkers
ware destroyed .

it 15%30H, at YD 158695 elements of Company "L" received amall arms
fire from what was believed to be a bunker complex concealed in heavy
vffntatiun resulting in o2e USMC, KIA and one Kit Carson Scout WIA. Company
"IM moved through the position and ceptured one NVA radio and a WVA pack.
At 1830H, Cowpany 'E" at YD 159694 discovered 3 bunkers, the bunkers
were destroyed. :

5 ppril 1968, The battalion contimes on sweep. Spot reports and sit -

——
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reparts are being submitted to Regimental Hosdquerters from the field.

At OBOOH, elements of Company "L" made contact with six W4 at TD
158696. Company "1L" elements engaged the enemy and killed two RVA. A%
approximstely the same time Company "K' cbserved four NVA in the same
goneral erea and engaged with unknown results. The following equipment
and wespons were captured.

1 JAmmnition belt w/4 mag's 2 ChiCom grensdes
1 Gas mask 1 Pair bincculars
1 Canteen 1 First Aid Kit
6 Pounds of rice 1 Wallet w/correspondence
.1 Mosguito net 1 Set of Green Ehaki clothing
1

A¥ = 47 Aseult rifle -

At 1000H, Company "L" discovered six (6) bunkers, three were caved
in and three were in good condition. The following equipment was found
in the bunkera:

3 NVA Packs 2 Baga assorted documents

2 Flashlights w/batteries % Radio batteries

1 Rope 2 Cas masks

1 Billfold Toiiet articles and sleeping gesr

The bunkers were destroyed and the egquipment turned into 5-2.

At 1445H +he battzlion crossed phase line blue and moved towsrd
Objective Joyce. At 1830H a Marine from Company "K" accidently shot
himself in the foot with a M-16 rifle. Enargensy evacuation was not
necessary and the man was Med Evaced ths following morning.

At 19004, Companies "IL" and "¥" while digging in night positions
waroe engaged with emall grms by a FVA unit at YD 171669. Fire was -
returned and the companies continued to consolidste their positionsa.

At emergency Med Evac was reguested for three WIA's and one KIA.

At 2015H, g Company "K' ambush reparted movement to their south and
north. The movement appeared to be 4 to 5 individusls moving east to
west. At 2330H, a Company "L" ambush made contact with a unknown eised
enemy force st YD 168678 and engaged with emall arme with unknown resulta.

6 _April 1968. At 0001H, a Company "L" ambush engaged an enemy unit and
reported one NVA wounded spproximately 25 meters from their positiom. A
0015H, the ambush was heavily engaged and fought their way back to the
company perimcter. The Company "1" perimeter received a heawy ground
attack, the attack was repulsed., Artillery and 8imm mortar missions
wora fired on the enomy. Two WIA's were sustained. At 0030H Company
wIntg listening posts sighted two WA moving north to south. ,

At 06450, Company "I" checked the area of the nights contact at
YD 168677 and discovored 17 PVA KIA's, 4 wounded POV's and 4 AE-4T'e
3 SKS's (carbines) and numerous oquipment. A&t 1210H, Company "M' sighted
10 VA moving wost at YD 165655. £n artillery mission was fired.

At 1215H, the A-3 Position rcceived two rounds of incoming artill-
ery ostimated to be 85mm. At 1355H, an estimated 6§ rounds of estimated
85mm incoming was received outside of the #-3 perimeter in the mimefield.
A souni aziomuwth indicated the rounds were fired from a dist
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gpproximately 3000 meters and 6000 mils. 4n 81om morter mission was
fired with unknown results.

At 1400H, Company "L" while on the move to Cbjective #5 were fired on
by MRVN elements and suffered two WIA's. WIA's were Med Evaced.

At 1600H while moving to seize the ground at YD 159651 cbserved 16
WA fleeing from the objective to the esast. The NVA were pursued by small
grma fire, ertillery and fixed wing.

4t 1850H the battalion received 20 rounds of enemy 60mm mortar fire
while consolidating Objective Six. Counter mortar fires were fired by
60mm mortara and artillery. Two KIA's and nine (9) WIA's were sustalned,
At 193%0H 15 more rounds of enemy 60mm mortsr fire was received. Fire was
Teturned with 60mm mortars and artillery.

At 2050H, at YD 159651 a company "K" listening post received gpprox-—
imately ten E'!l:r} Chi Com Grenades, no casualties were taken. At 2224H,
the listening post engaged sn estimated twenty (20) NVA with small arms
fire. The ligtening post was recalled and artillery was called in the
area of contact. Three (3) friendly WIA's (Won Evas) were sustained.

T fpril 1958, At OBOOH the area of Jompany "E" listerilng posts contact
was segrched. Blood stains. drag marks, and the following equipment and
wegpons were discoverad;

3 Chi Com Grenades -1 Banana clip magazine

1 MK - 47 rifle

At 1030H Company "M" found two (2) bicyrles at YL 167643. At 105(H,
Company "T" cbserved two (2) NWA moving at YD 163566 in heavy brush. The
enemy were engaged by saniper fire with negatire results. At 1430H,
Company "K" discovered a bunked cormplex at YD 154656. The bunker comp-
lex consisted of 27 bunkera which were destroyed. . The fallowing equip-
ment and ordnance wore found in the complex;

5 DH - 10 mines 4 Chi Com grenades

5 French anti tank mines 1 RFG = 2 round _
400 Rounds mechine gun ammunition 2 Machine gun ammunition drums
106 60mm Morter rounds 3 RPG T charges

1 NVA pack 2 Intremching tools

Several begs of rice Green and khaki uniforms

Cooking and eating utensils

At 1645H, Company "K" discovered 100 60mm mortar rounds at YD 150-
659. The ammunition was destroyed. At 2055H, a Company "E" listening
post sighted an unknown sized enemy force at YD 165558 and engaged with
emall arme, the enemy withdrew. At 2100H, the battalion at YD 158658
received numerous probes from the north and the west. The probes were
supported by €0mm mertsrs and Chi Com grenades., Iistening posts were
pulled into the jerimeter, )

At 2212H, a Company "M", Zrd Battalion, 1st Marince asbush cperating
from the A-3 Position sighted 4 enemy at YD 168714. The eubush was not
triggered due to the enemy not advancingz into the killing zone. The
anemy withdrew to the southwest.

21 Enc losure (1)
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8 jpeil 1968, At OT30, Company ™" secured Objective Diane. At 0930H,
civilians were observed at the A-3 trash dump, a detall was sent to

order them away.

At 1145H, It General Rosson, U3A and Seneral Tompkins srrived at the
A-3 Position. The Generals departed at 1200H.

At 1600H the battalion operation secured and the battalion entrucked
at Cam Lo Bridge for movement tc Dong Ha Combat Base.

i1 1968, At 0755H, Company "M", 3/1 departed A-3 Position and
arrived at Route #1 at 0858H. At 1025H, Company "I", 3/3 departed Route
#4 for A-3 with the Alpha Command Group following in trece. Company "I
arrived at A-3 at 1135H and Company K, 3/1 departed.

i 1230H, Company "M" and "E", %rd Battalion, 1st Marines were chop-
ped from OPCON to the 9th Marines.

Company "M", 3/3 departed Route #1 at 1315H. At 1340H, Company "K",
3/1 detonated a mine on Route #1 mpproximately 1500 meters south of
A-2. Seven casuslties were sustained and a Med Evac was called. No
other details. At 1445H, Company "M", 3/3 arrived at A-3.

{1 1968. At 11008 a Company "M" sentinal post sighted 20-22 persons
at YD 190725 en A0 was requested. People are believed to be civilians.
At 1335H, ItCol Marsh arrived at the A-3 Foeition with a convoy
from Dong Ha. Convoy departed A-3 for Dong Ha at 1405H.

11 _#pril 1968. #t 1054H, Company "M" discovered st YD 170706 an enemy
supply cache contsining the following crdnance;

800 Rounds MG Aamo 2 TH-10 mines

1000 Rounds A¥-47 smmo 450 82mm mortsr rounds w/fuses

400 S0rm mortar rounds w/fuses 20 Chi Com Grenades

150 RPG-T rounds w/fuses

A1l gamunition was deatroyed with the exception of 2, 60mmn , one 82mm
two RPC 7 rounds, one box of fusea which wers turned into the 5-2 section.
At 2245H, OP Grey reported sighting a spotlight at 4800 mils, 2000 meters
wept of the A-3 Position.

42 fpril 1965, Mo significant events.

13 _April 1'2153. At 1010H, = Company "I" sentinal post received shrap-
nel from a TPQ drop. No casuslties were sustained.

14 5;%!.1 1968. At 1237H, Cowpany I made contact with 3 to 4 NVA at

YD 198696, Engaged with swall srma. At spproximately 1300H one

Marine received a minor gunshot wound (Non Evac). Coumpany "I proceed=
ed to check out izmediate srea to exploit contact. At 1415H, Company
wI» discovered fresh fighting holes approximately 3 to 5 bours old.

The remains of a claymore mine which was detonated during the contaot.
Also a IH-10 pine waa found. At 1429H Company "I" found a expended
link of 25 rounds of Soviet T.62mm emmunition, one small roll of clay-
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more mine wire and a document. Tquipment and document were forwarded
to the Regimental S-2.

At 1610H a Marine was sighted by Company "I"™ walking alone at YD
155696, a helicopter picked up the Marine at 1700H. Marine was believed
to be fi'nm the 1at Battalion, 4th Marines who had become secperated from
a patrol.

15 April ]Eﬁ&. Yo significant events.

16 April 196B. At 0855H, Company '"M" elements contact st YD 154701
with what appeared to be a dug in NVA squad. An AQ was requested.
Company "M™ engaged with small srms gnd deployed to reinforce elemant
in contact. An artillery and 81nm miesion was fired. At 0910H the NVA
were obscrved moving northwest from their poaltion at YD 154T701. At
0930H, Ccmpany "M" while checking ocut the area of contact found one
NVA light machine gun w/amounition drum, (7.62um).

At 1400H, Company "M" found 5 empty mortar ammunition boxes and 2
B2nm mortaer rounds at YD 156698.

Company '"M" returned to the A-3 Position at 1850H. The captured
weapon and ordnance were tvrned in to the Regimental 5-2.

17 _Apeil 1968. 4t 0125H, OF Silver reported movement but could not
give a azimuth. At 0500H, OP Silver reported movement in grid YD
181736, ordered to keep grid under observation. 2

At 1240H, while on patrol, Company "M" wee alerted for possible
helicopter lift to reinforce Company "EK". A larding zone was selectad
at YD 205721%.

At 1450H a convoy from Tong Ha arrived at A-3. Company "L returnesd
from Dong Ha and providing security for convoy. The convoy departed the
A-3 Poaition at 1545H. 3

At 1830H, Company "I" found 3 fresh graves at YD 197712. The graves
were opened and 3 edult male bodles were discovered. Bodles were
killed by shraprnel. A message from the 9th Marines 5-3 was received
at 2135H deeiring grids for possible alr delivery of €3, Orids to be
submitted no later that 180630H. S5-3, 1-4 Offéer and 2-4 Officer notified,
At 2330H, grids were sent to the Regimental 5-3.

A8 Aprdl 1968, At 0936H, a messsge from the Sth Marines S-3% cancelled
thrust points due to a conpromise,

At 0940H, Company "M" sighted 2 NV4 at YD 173744. Company "M
engeged omemy with anvomatic weepons fire snd fired artillery and 4.2
mortar missicns with good target coverage. Ut 1124H a mossage was received
from 1et Battalion, 4th Marines requesting clearence of grid squares 1567 -
and 1668 for cperations. Grid sguares were cleared. At 1600H a meB8AZE
was receivoed from the 9th Marines S-3 concerning regquests for AO"a.

19 spril 1968, No significant events.

LLE”TSEFHIE@ .
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20 ﬁg 1968, At 0S05H, a message from 9th Marines directed that stray
animals in ning fields be taken under fire and destroyed, if possible
prior to detonating mines.

At 1156H, Company "L" at YD 184735 found two bunkers 4X4 feet, =i
overhesded, approximetely 5 months old and at YD 184736 discovered one
bunker spproximately 2 to 3 weeks ocld. 411 bunkers were destroyed. An
WA intrenching tcol was also found.

At 1512H, at YD 190723 Company "I" discovered a anti aircraft position
conslating of a circulsr tremch with a six foot mound in the center. In
the center of the mound a two foot piece of bamboo was mounted. ¥
It was believed to"ha a makeshift mount for an automatic weapon.

21 April 1968, Fo significant events.

22 April 1968, At OFOMH, Company "L" at YD 164707 discovered two
bunkers gpproximately two monthe old, overheaded, dirt and wood rein-
forced. The bunkers were destroyed.

At 1015H, Major Gemeral Stillwell, USA visited the position. The
Goneral depsrted at 1040H,

At 1153H olements of Company "L" observed 4 WA moving north at YD
148706, in exrtillery and 4.2 wortar mission was fired. A search of the
area was held and a camouflaged cover and one bag of rice was found., At
1205E, elements of Company "L" sighted 20 to 25 BVA at YD 143707, all
armed and with camouflaged packs snd green uniforms. A0 was on station
and an ertillery mission was fired with unknown resulta.

At 2025H, OP Gold observed 6 NV through a starlight scope in a
rice paddy at YD 170736. The NVA were engaged with small arms, artillary
and 81un mortar night defensive fires. Area will be checked out at firast
light. At 211CH, OP GolA hed more suspected movement. At 2233H a
t:r;:pwi:z" listening post reported movement to their fromt, inaside the

EC W w

i1 1968. At 0645H elements of Company "L" at YD 153706 found
five (5) B2mm mortar rounds. The rounds wore destroyed by demolitions.
At OTOTE an element of Company "L" while returning to the company patrol
base observed 2 NVA at YD 151706 and engaged with smgll grms fire. The'
WA returned fire with swall arms and ¥-79's and then fled to the east.
The area was searched with negative results. At 0910H at YD 154704
Company "L" while destroying a bunker suffercd one (1) WIA casualty
f;t:;g A sccondary explcsion. A Med Evac was called and completed at

At 1000H a Company "M" OP sighted three (3) NVA at YD 182742. A 106,

il;:ueﬂm:tgr{g?ﬂmmﬂlwy mission was fired with unknown results. At

y TWO 4 were sighted at YD 18 b wIu,
mortar and 90mm miseion fi:m;ﬂ with *nml:m1 Ejfaﬂ'glzﬂ[w x o

RN AQE
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11 1968, At 0905H, Ceol Marsh departed to visit Company "K' at the
C=2 Poaition. '

At 1100H a Company "M" sentinal post sighted two (2) NVA personnel
in the open at YD 183749. An artillery mission was fired with good target
coverage. At 1110H, Col Marsh returned to A-3 Fosition.

At 1240H, Company "M" reported a accidental discharge at their
sentinagl post position, resulting in (1) Marine being wounded. An
emergency Med Evao was requested. Med Evao was completed gt 1317H. A
serious incident report will be submitted to regiment. At 1445H, the
A=3 Position received 20 rounds of enemy artillery fire of a estimated
85mm caliber. The fire wne received from an azimuth of 6100 mils. The
rounds impacted outside the perimeter at YD 180719.

25 fpril 125% At 1950H, small grms fire was received on the south side
of the perimeter. A 106mm mission was fired.

26 spril 1968. At 0500H, Company '"M" departed in accordance with Bn Frag
Order 8-68. At 1301 Company "L" discovered two bunkers at YD 194732,
bunkers were destroyed.

At 1330H, incoming enemy artillery was cbserved impacting at YD -
194740 and YD 180730. 4t 1345H, Company "L" destroyed cne dud 105ma’
round at YD 1689729. At 1430H, Company "M" returned to A-3. '

«ft 1710H, the battalion was notified by the 9th Marines S-3 to
heve one (1) company standby for possible employment to Con Thein.
Company "L" was placed on alert and secured from standby st 1945H. At
1933H a Coumpany "I" ambush (TIA1) at YD 192734 engeged an undetermined
number of WA with small srms and M-79's. At 2020H IA1 reported firiag. ¥
M-79's in the area of contact. The ambush received two Chi Com grean %
one of which was a dud. Area was kept under observation and will be’®
searched at first light. :

At 2045H a Company "L" OF sighted spproximately 6=8B NVA at s distance
of 1000 meters in the vicinity of YD 185731. in artillery mission was
fired with unknown results. At 2108H an OF and the battalion lines
pighted two groups of 4 to 5 individuals at YD 176723.

27 Aﬁril 1968, 4t 060DH, (firet light), IA1 searched the area of contasct
and discovered 1 WA, EIA and egptured the following equipment and
weapons;

4 /X magazines w/rounds 3 DH-10 mines

1 Box blasting capa 2 Facks
20 Tetonators 3 Chi Com grenades
6 2-10 mines 1 Flashlight

1 Certridge belt w/canteen 2 Chi Com holders
2 Boxes ARK-£7 ammunition 1 Camerg

1 Certridge belt for Chi Coms 2 Rice bowls

and magazines 2 Mosquito Nets
2 Bandagos 2 Hammoocks
1 Document Asported ei
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1 Empty Can 1 AX-47 rifle

#11 goar was forwarded to the Regtimental S-2. At 1330H, General
Frulsk arrived at the =3 Pogition to present awards to members of the
battalion. The General departed gt 1500H. At 1537H a convoy from
Dong Ha arrived on the position. The convoy departed at 1670H.

28 April 1968, At 0930H OP Gold cbeerved two (2) persons in civilian
clothing at ID 16673%. An 81mom mortar mission Wwas fired with good target
coverage: At 1115H, a Company "“I" sentinal post sighted an individual
at YD 187709. The parson was cerrying a rifle.

29 fpril 1968. No significant events.

20 E.ﬂ. jﬁﬂ; At 1335H, OP Gold sighted tube flashes at a distance
of approximately 2500 meters and a azimuth of 5400 mils. An ertillery
and 81mm mortar mission was fired with unknown results.

UNGLASSIFIED
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HEADQUART ERS
34 Battalion, 34 Narines
34 Marine Division (Rein) PMF
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602

Copy___of ___ Copies
3d Bn, 34 Mar
A-3 Position

2 hpril 68

Freg Order 7-68
Map: Vietnam 1:50,000 MS Series L7014, Sheets 64421V and 6442IT1.

Time Zona: H

Task Organization.

Compgny "I" (Rein) Capt. 0.J. LEHRACK
FO Team, "C" Btry, 1/12

FO Tesm, 81mm Mortar Platoon

Ih* Tﬂm, Erdl MF Bn.

Sniper Team, Hgs Co. 9th Marines

FAG/TACP Team

Engineer Team, "C" Co.,; 3rd Engineer Bn.

HST Team, 3rd -Shore Party Bn.

vE" (Rein) Capt. D.R. FRARE
FO Team, "C" Btry, 1/12
FO Team, 81mm Mortar Platocon
Dog Team, 3rd MP Bn.
Sn.tpﬂ.'l." TH’HEI| Hq- Co. ¥ 9th Marines
FAC/T ACP Team
Engineer Detachment, "C" Co., 3rd Engineer Bn.

Company "M" (Rein) Capt W.H. MCADAMS
FO Team, '"C" Btry, 1/12

FO Team, B81mm Mortar Flatoon

Sniper Tpam, Hge Co.y 9th Marines

HST Team, "C" Co. 3rd Shore Party Bn.

FAC/T ACP Tean

Engineer Detachment, "C" Co, 3rd Engineer Bn.

"L (Rein) Capt. P.R. MA'THEWS
PO Team, "C" Biry, 1/12
FO Tegn, Bimm Mortar Platoon
Sniper Team, Hq. Cosy 9th Marines
FAC/T ACP Team
Engineer Detmchment, "C" Co. 3rd Engineer Bne.
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Orientgtion - Refor to Operation Overlay Annex (2) ( Sce 3rd Mar.
Div., Oparation Overlay 18-68.

1. Situgtion.

a: Epemy Forces.

1 Sea Current INSIMS.
2) Seoc Annex (B) Enemy Situation overlay.

b. Friendly Fercos.

(1) Operation Kemtucky contimiss and the 9th Marines AOQ remains
'Hfl.'E BADS «

(a) The 9th Marines will employ one (1) battalion to clear
the area between longitudinel grid lines 15 to 17 from the FPhu An area
to the Cam Lo River. Task Force Robbie will be in a blocking position
north of the French Road in the Cam Lo area. 1st Bn, 4th Mgrines and the

 3rd Bn, 4th Marines will block likeky avermes of eggress from the szone

of action west toward MSR 561. :

The 2nd MRVHN Regiment will employ two battalions in clearing the
grea south of the ;?5 A0 between the 17 grid line to Route #1, south
to the vicinity of the 63 grid lime. 4 composite total of five (5)
direct support artillery batteries and two (2) Whiskey Batteries will
be in general esupport of the battalion. Responsive air gupport can
be anticipated. An arc light will be delivered at H-4 on D-Day in the

vicinity of the 1666 and 1667 grida.

c. Attachments gnd Detgehments,
(1) See Task Organization.

de Artillery.
(1) annex C
2« Migsion.

g« Conduct an intensive search and destroy operation on- a 2000
meter frontage from the west, from the 17 grid line from An Fhu to the

65 grid line.

b. Place maximum emphasis on the destruction of enemy porsitions
and emplacements encountered. :

Ta Elﬁﬂutiﬂﬂn

a. Concept of operations. @N@MSSHFHE@ _
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(1) Move with one (1) company at H Hour from the A-3 Position
to seize Objective #1 and establish a blocking position to cover the
movemant of the remaining companies.

(2) 4t H Howr + 1 move with one (1) company (rein) along
assigned Route of advance to secure Objective #2 and support seizure of
Objective #3.

(3) One (1) company (rein) will secure Objective #3 supported
by a com (rein) from Objective #2,

s 24} One (1) company (rein) will seize and consolidate Objective
4 e

(5) A battalion (=) night defensive position will be estsblished

on mmtiw #3. One (1) company (rein) will consolidate and defend
Obj ive ﬂ-

b. Company "M".

(1) Move from 4-3 at H-Hour and establish a blocking position
on Cbjective #1 to cover movement of the remaining companies across the
open paddy area at YD 168T712. Be prepared on order to move from Object-
ive #1 to Objective #3 and defend the northern sector of Objective #3.

c. Company "I7.

- (1) Move from the 4-3 Position at about H 4+ 45 minutes along
the assigned route of advance to seize Objective Jill and continue the
sttack to seize Objective #2, on order. From this position be prepared
to support by fire or reinforce the seisure of Objective #5 by Company "K"
On order, move forward to objective and assume the tpiua:l.an of Battglion
Reserve by ccoupying position on the inner perimeter of tho battglion
defensive position. Be prepared to furnish ambushes at YD 149681 and
YD 154677 to be in poasition prior to last light.

d. Company "EK".

(1) Move in trace of Company "I" to Objective #2. Upon Company
"I"'s selmmre of (bjective #2, move around the western flank of Company
"I" and continue the attack to seize Objective #3. Tpon selmumre of
Objective #3 consolidate and be prepared to defend the southern sector
of the battalion dofensive position. On crder be prepasred to furnish =
platoon size security patrol to uncover patrol Objective YD 153673

e+ Company "L".

(1) Move in trace of Company "K' to the release point establish=
ed at YD 160703 and continue the attack to seize Objective #4. Consol-
idate and defend Objective #4 in a company strongpoint type defense.
Furnish ‘one (1) reinforced squad ambush st YD 168683.——. .. iy
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f. B8 ter Pl

(1) Be prepared to support by firs the movemont of the battalion
to the 69 grid line. 81 Platoon Commander will move with Command Group

HAY,. -

g. Company "E" and Company "M", 3/1.

(1) Companies "K" and "M", 3rd Bn, 1st Marines will man the
A=3 Defensive Position in accordance with the fire plan asketch and
ingtruntions received from the Battalion Executive Officer.

h. Coocrdination Inatructions,

(1) D-Day 4 April 66
Ez H-Hour O530H

3) Idne of Departure: South edge of trace weat of the A=3
Fosition.

(4) PEmphasize the probability of encountering booby t¥aps along
cbvicus access routeas.

(5) Submit position reports when moving every % hour and sit-
uation reports every hour on the half hour.

(6) Reference Pointa: Countries 1865, States 1870, Ships 1668,
Typos of Wood 1664.

7) Fighting holes will be dug at cach permanent position.-

8) Deatroy all bunkers and emplacements encountared.

9) Stress camouflage and fire discipline.

10) Esep a detailed list of all enamy equipment captured or
destroyed.

(11) Be prepared to mark lines with air panels or emocke and to
mark with 3.5 RET or &0mm, WP.

?12% Brief all hands or friendly positions.
13) Consider the possible use of flamethrowers and C3, smoke,
and demolition chargee if bunkars gre encountered.

(14) Unloss otherwise announced be prepared to move without
delay each morning.

(15) Normal socurity will include 331/3% with ono (1) IP fur-
nighed per plat