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PART I
QRGART ZATIONAL DAT A
1. DESICNATION COMMAND
3 Battalion, 3 Marines ItCol J. Ws MARSH 1 = 31 May

Subordinate Units

B&S Company 1st 1t.P. B. CIOMI” 1 = %1 May
India Company Capt.0s Jo LERACK 1 = 11 May
Capt .M. G. MCTIERNAN 11 - 31 May
Eilo Company Capt.D« R. FRAMK 1 = 31 May
Lima Company Capt,Fe Re MATTHSWS 1 = 31 May
Mike Company Capt,'7s He MCADAMS 1 - 51 May
AT ACHED TMITS
Whisksy Btry, 1st Bn, 12th Marines Capte J. H. STRAWY 1 -« 25 May
3d Pit, Gﬂup;ny "j",,}:l Tank EBn 1st It. J. E. MCOOLIDM 1 = 25 May
Seotion, 2nd Plt. Btry "A" ADA A/SF 44th srtillery USA
1“ M. El Cs EEIIFHJ'H 1 L 25 !“
Detachmont, Ceompany "C" 34, Engineer Bn. 1 = 25 May

2 ® Lﬂ_ﬁﬂt iEE .

1 = 25 May Quang Tri Province, YD 175723, A-3 RVN
26 = 31 May Tuang Tri Prnﬂ.nun: Vicinity of YD 249669 and YD 282668

15- Etds MIiCE!I

Executive Officer Major G. P. SLADE 1=31 May
5-1 1st Lt. D. €. MARCHEPTE 1-31 May
5-2 1st It, 4. L. ASHBURN  1-20 May
8-3 Major R. F. FINDLAY Jr 1-31 May
S-4 1st Lt, E.H, LARTNCT  1-10 May

fst Lt. G. ESCHENELD®R 10-31 May
4. Aversge Monthly Strength.

LE: IS
FF = ZFF ENL
35 1053 ‘ 23
3
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PART IT
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During this reporting period enemy contact was gained with the
greatest frequency yet experienced by the Battalion during Operation
Esntucky. This was sttributsble to the proporticnal ineresse in
emphasis on mgjor operations which saw the Battalion relieved of the
A-3 mecurity rosponeibilities in order that it might participate in
ground maneuvers in both the Kentucky and Napoleon-Saline AOs.

On 6 May Companies "L", "M", gnd "I" deployed with a Cosmpml
Group from A-3 to conduct an extended sweep and destroy eperation while
Company "E" which remained OPCOF to the 1sat Battalion, $th Marinea was
assigned as the 9th Marines Helicopter-borne Hoserve, Light contact
was gained on the 6th and Tth and the fighting intensifisd on the Bth
whan the Battalion encountered a dug in and determined cempmny size
element which later proved to be the security element for a regimental
command post and harboring/storage site to sccommodate mot less than
two HVA battalions. The Battalion was subjected to a heavy volume of
machine gun and mortar fire as well as adjusted artillery. The major
activity during the remainder of the Operation was devoted to dewtroying
enemy emplacements and supplics, as well =3 collecting weapons,
documente and assorted items of intelligenc: value., It is worthy of
note that 215 individual wespons and 47 crew served weapons including
11 AA vespona were cagptured as well as over 1300 mortar rounds and
200 RPC rounds. A total of 470 bunkers wero aslso destroyed. The
overall list of materials captured and destroyed was a moat impressive
eollection and is contained in the Aftar Action Heport for 6-18 May.

On 22 May Company "1" while comducting a two day operation
designed to covertly insert ambush patrols in the wvicinity of the
trace, came upon a company size harbor site at first light., Many of
the ¥W4 were asleep or setting sbout their normal morning tasks. As
the scope of the engagement increased, Company "1" and a small
Group deployed from A-3 to reinforce and exploit. Simultansously the
9th Marines committed elements of the 1at Battalion, 9th Mgfines, 3rd
Battalion, 9th Marines and 1st Battalion, 4th Marines to seal off the
area of contact. Once agsin the Battalion elemants were subjected to
heavy incoming artillery and mortars, but succeeded in driving the HVA
from their defensive positions and consolidated night positions in
the vieinity of Lae Son. Inceming mortars snd artillery as well as
sniper fire and light probes were encountered during the night. JAsbushes
deployed from the defensive positions engaged the enomy with positive
results on two cooasions. The following day Company "IY cobtirmed
the attack to the west and during the late afterncon broks the onemy
strongpoint of resiptance at YD 156695. The ground was consolidated
prior to last light and a search conducted the following day once again
revoaled a slgnificant amount of gear left behind by the withdrawing

anamy f'ﬂr“-

4
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At 1330H a verbal warning from the Comanding (fficer of the

9th Marines was received to be preparsd to deploy from A-J with

s "I* and "M" under the OPCON of the %4 Mgrines in the
Napolecn-Saline 80, (east of route #1 in the vicinity of TD 267649)
At 1430H the Battalion commenced the heli-1lift of the initiasl waves
and the lift was completed at 1645H.

The Battalion was chopped to the OFCON of the 3d Marines at 1645H
and immediately started to maneuver toc the west. Instructions were
recaived from the Command Of ficer, % Marines to contime to push
forward whith the 1gt Battalion, 3rd I‘fsrlmanm the nerth flank under
cover of darkness until contact vas gained with FVA forces. Company
"M" engaged what was believed to be the forward security alements for
a N¥A Battalion dug in near YD 257658, as a result of the contact
the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines were ungble to establish contact with
Company "™M" and the units held in position and delivered heavy fires
on the eremy. On the following morning Company "M' pushed forward arid
secured the ground capturing several weapons and causing the snemy to
f=ll back to the area of Ey Truc. At 1100H the Battalion was chopped
to OPCON of the 9th Marines and a new concept of operations was initigted
by the 9th Marines, The Battslion was directed to seize the ground
at YD 257647, ID 25971 and YD 259659 which was alreasdy seoured by
Company "M". Company "I" was assigned to seize the village area at
YD 257647 and commenced 1ts attack after delivery of heavy artillery
and fixed wing preparation. At 14008 on 26 May 68 the attack met with
atiff resistance and moderate friendly casuglties were inourred. Five
POWs were captured and indicated that the remmants of a FVA Battalion
ramaining from Company "M's attack had displaced to the area.

Coapany "I" was withdrawn in favor of heavier preparation fires

vhich were delivered throughout the night and esrly marning hours.
After heavy air strikes were called on the objective area, including
2,000 pound boubs, Company "I" once again attacked the village area
and seoured same without resistance. On the afterncon of 27 May
Companies "B" and "™ of the 18t Battalion, 9th Marines were chopped
%o the OPCON of 3/3. The Battalion with Companies of 1/9 was to
egtablish the western secter of & cordon with the 3d Battalion 34
Marines on the east ard s Battalion of the 2nd ARVN Regiment to the
south, The arem of resistance to be ocordoned included Ky Truc and Ky
Lam, Cempany "D" 1;"9 while moving to their sssigned sector met stiff
resistance at YD 251659 and was pulled back at last light to YD 265656
while Companies "L® and "M" gkirted the area of enemy resistance under
the oover of darkness to establish blocks at YD 250670 and YD 254665
respectively. On 28 May Company "L" moved to close the cordon by
establishing physical contact with Company K", 3/9 on the narthern
end at YD 245674, Once this was scoomplished Company "1 aommenced
the attack rn Ky Lam. A critisal problem was experienced vhen a
combination of rain and sard had reduced the majority of M-16 rifles to

Enclosure (1)
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an inoperative state. Under the cover of & M-48 tank furnished by

the 3d Battaliomy 2k Marines, Lima Company pulled back with their
cstrualtiss, extremely heavy supporting fires pounded the objective
through the night and contimied until first light on 30 May when
Company "B", 1st Battalion, 9th Marines attacked with seven tanks and
with Company "I" in trace. The objective was seised with only 1light
sniper resistance and no friendly cesualties. Over 30 RVA were killed
anl 25 captured.

Fire support was conaldered to be effective and responaive, On
oocasions vhen reaction ar effect was less than desirable, rapid
gaxrrections were affected by the supparting unita,

50 ETA and 319 WIA med evac encountered during the month resulted
in a serious personnel shartage as well as a loss of experience which
will require arearganization and training effort over the next few
weeks to effset the combat loss. Meapons and equipment will also
require a maximum replacement effort in order to retain an acceptable
degree of combat effectiveness, In spite of heavy and continuowe
contact and extended periods of field operation, all indigations point
tc an appreciation in troop marale and sggressiveness. This ias closely
1irked to the offensive nature of the operation and visable succesaes
gained during the reporting pericd.

The ability to exploit ground contacts, mobility achieved through
the wse of helicopters and extraardinary fire support available high-
lighted the months activitioes.

All indieations pointed to a badly beaten, demoralized and 111-
organized and prepared anemy farce.

The Battalion was chopped to the OPCON of the 3d Marines om 30
May and is presently engaged in heavy patral activities as well ae a
ooncentrated effart to improve existing defenseea and fortifloations
at the atrong polnt patrdl bases,

Eaclosure (1)
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PART IIT
SYQUENTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVEWTS

1. Combat Missions Assignmed.

8. Basic Mission. To conduct missions in assigned area of cperations
in accardance with 3d MarDiv Operations Order 59-67.

b, To conduct anti-filtration operations in AQ with special
euphasis on interdicting noarth/south infiltration routes. Assume
respons ibility for enlarged AD to include ontpost of Hill #28.
Infend and provide protection for construction effort on Route 568,
Befarence 9th Marines Operstion Plan 2-48, 9th Marines Frag Order #
14 (Operation Kentucky) «

o« Copduct offensive operations to locate, kill o cspturs ememy
perascnnel , locate and destroy enemy installations and gapture anemy
eguipment and fcr munitions, {Refﬂma 9th Marines Frag Order 20-68).

d. In a combined/coardinated movement with 1/4 continue assigned
misasion to locate the enemy within assigned AO by proceeding from
fresant location to the south wicinity of Hill #26., Be prepared to
conduot additional operstions as directed by this Hesdguarters.
(Reference 9th Mar ines Frag Order 28-68.)

2, Significant Operations Comducted.

a. The Battalion (-) conducted a search and destroy operation
in accardance with Gth Marines Frag Order 20-68 during the periad
6-18 May 1968, A After Action Repart of the operation is included
in Part IV with the supporting documents,

b. On 22 May Company "I" while conducting a search and destroy
mission in the vicinity of Lac Son encountered an WA Company harbared
in the vicinity of YD 157703. 4Ae the comtaot developed it became
ﬂpn‘nnt that a reinfaroing element was required, and Oocmpany "L"
wvith a emall Battalion Commard Group deployed from the A-3 Position.
1/4 was similtanecusly deployed to destroy a sizable WA force south
of the trace in the vicinity of 4n Dinh wvhile elements of 3/9 and 1
vere committed to blocking positions to the west and south of the 3/3
contact. Contact was soattered and accompanied by enemy mortar and
artillery fire, The main resistance was ovarcome by mid-afternoon
as the enemy fell back to the south and Companies "T" amd "IN
estsblished night defensive positions at YD 155702 and YD 157703
respectively. The following marning Company "I" continued the attack
t0 seise a defended WA position at YD 155694, Heavy ememy resistance
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was initially encemntered and Company "I" was 4directed to pull back

in faver of hesgvier preparatien fires. During the afternepn the attack
was renewed and the position was seizad gnd consclidated. Company "1"

was displaced forward to establish a %10 company position with Company

"I", Tha cperstion was terminated mn 24 May amd both Companise returned
to &3 priar to last light on 24 May.

Friendly losses totalled 9 KIA and 59 WIA while 32 NVA EIA were
confirmed and 3 PO/'s captured. 13 individusl weapons and one 12.7mm
anti-airoraft wespon was cgptured, Additionally over 20 bunkers and
200 martar rounds were destroyed.

ce On the afterncon of 25 May the Battalion received a verbal Frag
Ocdar to deploy three Companies by helicopter to YD 278663 to relisve
2/4 and aseume their previocusly assigned A0 under the CECON of the 34
Marines. Companies "I" and "M' landed initiplly and were to establish
defensive positions in the vieinity of YD 267649 in preparation for

the relief which was to ocour nn 26 May. While moving to establish

the defensive positions the Battellion was directed to continue move-
ment in deployed formation until contpet was gained or the amrea in
praximity t& the 24 grid line was consclidated. 1/3 was directed to
attack en g westerly mxis narth of the 66 grid line in coordination
with 3/3. The Battalion (-) moved westward until contact was gained
with an estimated NVA Company at YD 257658 at last light. 1/3 had

not yet moved a sufficient distance to physically tie in on the
Battalion's right because of the heavy comtact in this area. Heavy
preparat ion fires were delivared throoghout the night and Oompany "M
mttaoked the following morning. At the time of the attack the Battalion
hel reverted to the OPCON of the 9th Marines and the area was ldentified
as Dbjective "B" which was selzed priar to noon and consolidgtion

vas socomplished at YD 260658,

Company "I" attacled a determined force on the afternoon of tha
25th at YD 267649 and met with a determined NVA Company suppoarted by
artillery and several automatic weapons, the Company was pulled back
to YD 265654 under cover of darkness while Company "1" was moved to
a blocking position in the vieinity «f YD 260672.

On the marning of 27 May Company "I" renewed the attack on the
same position wvhich was identified as Objective "A" and after
entensive preparation the objective was seized withr axly light
resistance. On the evening of 27 May Companies "B" and "D" 1/9 were
chopped OPCON to 3/3 and a cordon ground the ares of Ky True vas
eatablished in coordination with one Battalion of the 2nd ARVN
Regiment and 3/9. The following afternocon heavy fires were delivered
into the center of the oardon and the circle was closed. Company "L"
cemmencad an sttack on the Ey Lam area from the narth on the after-
noon of the 268th and was foarced to withdraw to YD 244673 as a result
of extremely heavy resistance. On the 29th of May preparation
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artillery and fixed wing were delivered into the area of Ky Lam and
Ky Truc and at first light on 30 May Company "B" 1/9 still OPCON to
3/% commenced the attack with Cempany "I" on Ky Lam approaching from
the south under the cover of heavy supparting fires and carried the
attack to Ey Lam, only light resistance was encountered and the cardon
farces were diverted to other missions once the area had been thoughly
ewept. In the course of the cperation 3/3 suffered 34 KIA and 50 WIA,
Enemy losses include 133 KIA confirmed, 25 POW captured as well as 81
individual ard 27 crew served weapons.

Although friendly loases were considered heavy it is felt that a
large force had been denied the gbility to mase its forces amd ite
actual losses were far in excess of thoase gble to be confirmed by the
Battalion.

On 31 May the Battalion moved to relieve 2/4 elements in position
who were to be redepleyed. The 3/3 Command Group established a command
post at YD 278663.

5« Casuplties Inflicted on the Enemy.

a. During the month of May, the 3d Battalion, 3 Marines inflioted
the following casualties on the enemy; 206 WA KIA (confirmed) and
31 POW'a,

4-- ﬂEEt ies Sust EE{-

a. Nana of Surgeon: Lt. BEmilio Jimenez, MC, USHR, 1=21 May
Lt, Henry D. Jardgn, MC, USFR, 21-24 May
Lt. Joaeph W. Wolfe, MC, USHR, 24-31 May

(1) On 3 May,one member of Lima Company was WIA from an
enemy mine, 2 members of Lima DOW due to enemy mine.

{25 On 4 May,one member of India Company was killed by
sccidental diecharge of M-16 rifle.

(3) On 6 May, 2 membera of HAS Company were wounded in action
due to enemy artillery, one member of H&S Company was wounded by a
enemy Chi Com grenade, 2 members of Eilo Company were wounded by enemy
rocketa.

(4) ©On 7 May, 2 members of Mike Company end one member of
H&S Company were wounded from enemy Chi Com grenade; one membar of
Lima Company was wounded by enemy mortars,

(5) On 8 May, 8 members of 545 Company, 23 members of India

Company, 5 mecbers of Lima Company and 17 members of Mike Company were
wounded due to enemy artillery. 2 meubers of HAS Company, 2 members of
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Limg Co. and one member of Mike Co. WIA due to snemy mortars. One member
H&S Co. and one member of lima Co. WIA due to enemy rockets. 3Six members
of Lima Co. and one member of Mike Co WIA due to enemy small wrms fire.
One member of HAS Co. and one member of Lima Co. WIA due to enamy Ch4 Com.
Two members of HAS Co. and one member of Lima Co wounded due to friendly
alrstrike. One member of HES Co, nine members of India Co. and & members
of Iima Co. NBC due to heat exhsustion, One member of H&S Co. and 2
members of Lima Co. Med ®vaced due to battle fatigue. Three members

of Lima Co. Mad ®vac due to anxiety reaction. One member of Mike Co.

NBC due to sprained ankle, Four members of lima Co. KIA due to enemy amgll
grms fire. One member of Lima Co. and two memberas of India Co. KIA

dus to shrapnel wounds.

6. On 9 May 68, 2 members of India Co. were wounded dus to enemy srtillery.
One member of Lima Co WIA due to enemy mortars. One member of Mike Co.

WIA dus to enemy Chi Com. Five members of H&S Co., one member of India
Co.y one member of Mike Co., and gix membere of limg Co NBC dus to haat
exhagustion. One member of India Co. NBC due to self inflicted M-16 rifle
wound. ©One member of Mike Co. "IA due to friendly granafie.

7. On 10 May €8, 2 members of H&S Co., 1 member of Indis Co., and 5
wombers of Mile Co. WIA due to enemy artillery. Three members of Mike
Co., WIA due to emall arms fire. One member of Mike Co. WIA dus to enemy
Chi Com, One member of India Co. NBT due to self inflicted gunshot
wound.

8. On 11 May 58, 4 membors of Mike Co. WIA due to eremy Chi Com. Tweo
mambers of Mike Co. WIA due to ememy mortars. Two members of Mike Co.

WIA dus to enemy artillery. One member of Mike Co. wounded due to friemdly
I.I'tillﬂr.rt

9. On 12 May 68, one member of HAS Co. NBC due to anake bita. One member
of Mike Co. NBC due to heat exhgustion.

10. On 13 May 68, cne member of BAS Co. WIA dus to enemy mortars; 1
member of Lima Co. WIA due to enemy small arma firae.

11. On 15 May €8, one member of H&S Co. WIA due to enemy rocket; one
mamber of Idma Co. WIA due to enemy rocket.

12. On 1% May 68, 3 wembers of H&S Co., 1 member of Lima Co., and 2
members of Mile Co., WIA due to enemy morters; 1 member of Mike Co.
NBC due to heat exhaustion; one member of Idma Co, NBC due to self
inflicted gunshot wound.

13. On 17 May 68, one member of lima Co. NBC duea to self inflicted
gunghot wound,

10
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14. On 22 May 6B, 2?2 membera of India Co., and 2 members of lima Ce.

due to shell shock; 13 mombers of Indias Co., 1 membar of HAS Co.,

and 4 members of Lima Co. WIA due to enemy artillery; 4 members of

India Co., 2 memberg of HAS Co, mnd 2 membars of Lima Co. WIA due to enemy
small grms fire. One member of HIS Co., 1 member of India Co., 3 members
of Lima Co., WLA due to enemy Chi Com. Five members of HAS Co., 19
monbers of India Co., and 13 members of Lima Co., WIA due to cneay mortars.
One member of HAS Cos4, 2 members of Iima Co., snd 4 members of India Co.
Med Sragced due to gnxiety reaction. Two members of Indiag Co. EIA due

to enemy smagll arms fire.

E

15. On 2% May 68, one member of HAS Co. and 5 mewbers of India Co. WIA
dus to enemy artillery. One member of India Co. and one member of lima
Cos. WIA due to enemy Chi Com. Two members of HXS Co., 1 member of India
Co., WLA due to enemy mortars. One member of H2S Co., 3 members of India
Co., and one member of Idma Co., WIA due to enemy small arma fire. Two
members of Lima Co. FBC due to heat exhaustion . One mewber on India

Co. EIA due to enemy mortsrs. Two members of India Co., 2 members of
Iima Co., and one member of HAS Co., KIA due to enamy small grma fire.
One member of India Co DOW due to enemy small grms fire.

16. On 25 May 68, one member of HAS Co., B membera of Mike Co., WIA dua to
eneny small armi fire. Five members of Mile Co. WIA due to enemy Chi Com.
One member of Mike Co. WIA due to enemy artillery.

17. Omn 26 May A8, 9 membera of India Co., 15 members of Kile Co., 15
sombers of Mike Co., and 3 members of HES Co. WIA due to enemy small srms
fire., Five memberas of Mike Co., one member of India Co. sgnd 2 members of
H&S Co. WIA due to ensmy artillery. One member of Mike Co. NBC due to
heat exhsustion. One member of Mike Co, NBC due to derangement of Rt.
knee. Ore member of Milke Co. NBC due to possible hernia. One wesbear of
India Co. NBC due to sprained Lt. ankle. One member of India Co. HBC due
to flash blindleas from friendly LAAY. One member of India Co. WIA due to
eneny mortars. Right mechers of Mike Co. WIA due to enemy Chi Com. One
menber of India Co., and 2 members of lima Co NBC dus to heat exhaustion.
Four members of Eilo Co., 6 members of Mike Co., 5 members of India Co., 4
mombers of H&S Co., KIA due to enemy small arms fire.

18. On 27 May 68, ? members of Mike Co. WIA due to enemy srtillery.
One wember of ldmm Co. WIA due to enemy small arms fire. Three membera of
India Co., 1 member of H&S Co. KIA due to enemy small grms fire.

19. On 28 May 68, one member of lima Co and ? membera of Mil® Co. WIA
due te enemy artillery. =ight members of Iima Co. WIA due to enemy Chi
Com. S5ix members of lima Co. and 1 mewber of Mike Co., WIA -due to enemy
small arms fire. One member of Idma Co. NBC due to anxiety reasction.
Eight members of Idmm Co. and two members of HAS Co KIA dus to enemy
small arms fire,

"
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20. On 29 May 68, one member of HAS Co. NEC due to anxiety reaction.
Two members of Milkes Co. KIA dus to shraprel wounds.

21. There was a total of 355 inoculations given during the wonth of May.

22. Outpatient Vieites
a. Common Complaints;

1 FOO 05
2) Venereal Disease 10
3) Heat Casuglties 42
4) Malaria 04
5) Dental 50
6) Cellulitis 30
ET Diarreas 04
B) HMiascellammous T9
224 TOTAL

23. FNumber of Battle Cgsuglitien:

TOT 415 KI4 WIA DOW MIA  MBC  NBC KILL™
OSMC 3/3 48 290 03 0 51 01
USK 3/3 02 24 00 0 05 00
USMC OTHSR 00 05 0o 0 00 00

c¢. Medical Trends. There was a slight increase on the mmber of
Malsria cases during the month of May due to the on-comming mosquito
season. Incregsed emphasis on propbylaxis measures in this srea may
help to alleviagte this problem.

d. FProblem jgrea. Venereal diseasse increase indicates a need to
observe more closely the number of cases seen and take action quickly
if the situation worsens.

5. New Technigques Bmployed. None

6. Commgnd Relationg.

a. OPCON - 9th Magrines, ADCON - 3rd MarDiv

b. On 25 May 68 the Battalion was chopped to OPFCOF 3rd ‘Harine
Regiment.

c. On 26 May 68 the Battalion was chopped to OPCON 9th Marine
Regimant.

d. On 27 May 68 the Battalion assumed OPCON¥ of Companies '"B" and ™P"
1at Battalion, 9th Marines.

e. On 30 May 68 the Battalion mssumed OPCON of Company "K", 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Marines and chopped OPCON of Companies "B" and "7, 1st
Battalion, 9th Marines.

1z
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f. On 50 May 68, the Battalion was chepped te OPCOM %rd Mgrine
quhﬂ!tf

T- Zguipment. Nonme
ﬂ- Higtf-ﬂ!-
&« Supply.

(1) Benergl, Turing the reporting pericd the battalion contimusd
to build up the 4-3 Posgition. Dally resupply by helicopter is the
prinoiple means of transpertation to A-3.

(2) Clpss I. A daily resupply maintains the regular supply of
Class 1 at s three to five day level. Water buffalos sre lifted in and
out primarily by helicopter,

(3) Class II, There still remains g critical shortsge en:

Bayonets Magazines = 4%

Magazinea - M-16 Binoculars

Utility trousers, all suall and medium regulsr sizes.
Utility shirts, all gmall sizes

Compasnes

(4) Clggs IITI, Fo problems encountered in keeping an adequate
HIIPJ-I of ROL on hand.

(5) Clgss IV. There were shortsges of the following items;

Alr strip matting
Tngineer atakes
(6) Clgss V. The Battalion supply of Class V is maintained
at a BA + 5 DOA. There has been shortages in the following items:
LAAW's
Time Fuse
C=4
Grenade, Frag M-26A2

b. Motor Transport,

E1§ On 22 May 68 the battslion received twenty (20) new Mi1S1AT'e.
2) The present status is considered sdequate fer current
operations on the M27442's (mules) and M3TB1 (PC).
(a) .Brealn:l?m of M274A2 (mles).
1

T/E 30
o/8 29
2nd echelon Maint. 10
Ird echelon Maint. 1
Code "X'ed 1
Oparational 18

(3) 4 shortage of magnatos, rear cables, cable leads and stacters
atill exists in our motor transport eection.
(4) Ninth Motor Transpart Battalion provided trucks to pick up

13
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and deliver supplies to the ISA for helicopter resupply. On seversl
occaplons truck suppart has been insdequate,

c. En eor Assist £s
(1; In addition to normal support the 3rd Engineers provided

assistance by building bunka in the living bunkers at the A-5 Position
from prefabricated megterial provided from Dye Marker stocks.

d. Ordnance
t15 At the end of the month the Battalion maintained the following

ﬁ%ﬁ!’anm“ %& agaﬁ @gﬁzm 200 BGH. Mwﬂm
329 54

45 Pistols 354 Q 0
Shotguna 1% 19 15 4 (4]
M-60 MG 35 35 33 2 0
106 RR 5] a8 T 1 0
M-T79 36 37T 37 0 o]
81mm Mortars a ] 8 0 o
60mn Mor tars 12 12 12 0 0
3.5 Rockets 32 32 28 o 0
M-16 Rifles 919 969 966 3 o
106RR Mounts 8 8 T (o] 0
Plamethr owers 9 9 5 2 0

9. Civic pction. None
10. Adminigtration.

a. No awarde ceremony was held during the month of May.
b. A total of 5 Court Martials were held during May; 3 SPCM and
2 5CM. Fiwve Battalion Commanders Office Hours were completed and 4 are
pending. There were & Company Commanders Office Hours completed and 8
are pending.
c« Special Services provided the below during the menth of May:
E1 Tooth brushes
2) Free soda (twice)
EE} Free beer
4) Stationary kite
(5) Wightly motion picture films
d. Post exchange services were not availgble to the Battalion due
ts it being located at A-3, however, Sundries Feckages were distributed.
e. Iiberty was not authorized during this pericd.
f. Thring the month 10fficer and 50 Enlisted Marinea rotated to
CONUS. Nineteen enlisted Marines were tranafered within the Regiment
or Division. Thirty eeven enlisted Marines wers transfered as a result
of medical evacugtion.

14
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11. Pergonnel,

a. Gaine: 2 USMC OFFP; 146 USMC ENL; 1 USN OFP; 9 USN ENL.
b. Losmes 4 TEMC (FF; 165 USMC EML; 1 USN OFF; 2 USN BNL

c. Monthly Strength (Average):

MC OFF MC BN USN CFF USN ENL
35 1053 2 53

d. Net loss/gain.

o Mok op T o

8s Tmargency leave for the month of May: 7 USMC ®alisted. Thare
vere no humanitarian tranafers during the month of May. Tﬂudﬂwh-
wounded or reassigned outside of RVN due to father/brother in country:
8 USMC enlisted.

f. There were two Hardship Discharges spplied for during the past
month and one ies pending.

g. Two Mministrative Dischgrges are pending.

h. The R*R Program continues to be a major morale factor within
this command. There were 88 out of country quotas used during this
reparting period.

i. Morale is considered to be excellent tc outstanding.

j. Postal Services during the month has been good. Mall was delivered
to the forward position by air as avallasble.

12. 11 TG B e

During the month of May there were three major engagemenits with the
enemy, The Battalion conducted a search and destroy operation in lLeagther-
neck Square 6 thru 18 May. The intelligence gained, weapons captured
ard tarrain analyeis is outlined in detail in Combat ationas After
Action Report dated 25 May 68, (See Part IV for report).

On 22 May 68 Company "I" made contsct with a very sggressive anemy
force in the vicinity of YD 164704. The enemy force was estimated
to be of company size and engaged the point units of Company "I,

Company "1" and a Command Group were dispatched to reinforce Compasny “I1I%
Enemy contact continued throughout the day and the Battalien (-) remained
in the field until 24 May 68 to exploit the enemy,

The enemy were well equipped, aggressive and was supported with both
mortars and sdjusted artillery. On 22 May 68 gpproximately 350-400
roundes of 105mm artillery and 100-150 rounds of 60 and B2mm mortar was
dslivered on friendly units. Three PON's ware captured on the 23rd of
May and identified units of the 64th Regiment and 52nd Regiment, 320th
Division as operating in the area. At least two or three companies were
estimated to be in the area with the mission of securing the flanks of

15
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the infiltration route and countering any Marine operations in the area.
It ie assumed that infiltration of one and quite likely two Battalions was
pre-empted by this engagement.

The weapons and equipment captured sre listed below in the cumulative
totals for the month. The significant gear cgptured included 12.7om
Machine Gune, numerisus individual wespons, assorted radio parts,
binoculasrs and large amunts of all caliber ammunition.

On 25 May two companies and a command group were heli-lifted into
the Cau Viet River area in the vicinity of YD 280655. The remainder of
the Battalion was lifted in on the 26th of May and the Battalion operated
for the remainder of the month in the vicinity of Ky Lem and EY Truc in
grid YD 2466 and the village in the YD 2564 grid. Remenants of the 52nd
Regiment, 320th Division were encountered during the operation. The 4th
and 6th Infantry Battalions were identified glong with the 1st Company,
14th Battalion which is a supply and transport unit.

Extensive use of artillery and air was used to prep all objectives
and contributed to demoralizing the enemy which had not eaten in five
days. They got water from bomb craters and sustained many casualities.
PayOps plan was utilized over the objective area and the FOW's stated
they wanted to surrender but fegred the artillery fire.

On 30 May a tank infantry attack on the Ey Truc, Ky Lam objective
greg netted 18 POW's that offered very light resistance before surrend-
ering.

It is estimated that at least two enemy Battalions sre rendered non-
effective as a resilt of thecasualties inflicted and the weapons
ceptured included 81 individual and 27 crew served weapons of which eix
ware 12.7mm AA Machine Guna.

ENEMY WEAPONS AND BQUIPMENT CAPTURED 1-31 MAY 1968

48 AE4T's 86 SKs's

1 Sniper Rifle w/case 11 30 Cal. Carbines (U3)

18 M=16 Rifles € M-1 Rifles

4 M-60 Magchine Guns 1 M.14

2 TaMG 5 BAR's

1 Grease Gun 22 MAT =49'as French

8 Chinese Auto, Rifles 7 Chi Com Burp Guns

1 Eﬂ?iﬂt’ T‘!E‘E EUh-HEj FP3 1 H-Tg

8 RPG-2? Lagunchers 1 RFG-T Launcher

19 RPD, light Mo 8 12.7mm Soviet HMG

2 50 Cal. HMG 3 60mm Morters, w/bipods,baseplate/sighte
3 H0mm Sights 2 60mm Mortar cleaning rode
1 50 Cal. MG Ring sight 3 B2mm Alming stakes

% B2mm Mortar base plates 2 B2mm Mortsr bipodas

1 82mm Mortar sight 5 Muing setas £/12.Tom HMG
5 Tripods £/ 12.Tom HMG 3 75mm Recoileas Rifles
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7 .620m EMC 1
Pripods £/12.Tmm M0 &
50 Cal rounds 180
?-EE rounds 15ﬁ
30 Cal. rounds, linked 500
SKS rounds 1
DH-10 Claymore Minea 22
7-10 AP Mines 50
RFG-2 charges 105
BPG-7 charges 47
RPG propellent charges 287
82mm mortar rounds 1
LAAW's 25
Rifla grenades 4
5Tmm RR round T
Bangalore Torpedoss (homemsde)y
Shaps charge, rifle grenades 7
Chi Com grenades 3
Fuses &
Blasting caps 50
feet detonating cord 353
Battaries 2
Chme ter 2
qiren 2
Unit #1 type medical bags [
Machetten 11
Shovels 4
Intrenching tools

Halnets 96
Sets miec. cooking equip. 124
Rec6ll Pads, rubber f/rifle 3
Ponchos 1
Parkagons chewing tobacco 1
Rice Bags 3
Hammoc ks 1
Chi Com grenade pouches 2
Binocular Cases 6
Shelter halfs 81
AE-AT magazines T4
M-16 magazines 1
30 Cal, Carbine magazine 2
Iba of rice 3
Typewriter 2
Chinese Flag 15

Cases Protein Blocks
Various documents, daries,

DECLASSIFIED

50 Cal. MG might

Sholder harness £/12.7=m MO
%.56 rounde

T.62 rounds, linked

Gmm Tounds

Magazine , erimped cartridges
AT Mines

Cans, incrementas

RPFG-2 rounds

RPG=T rounds

60mm mortar rounds

60mm mortar round (US)

75mm RR rounds

82om Illumingtion rounds
Smoke grenade

Frag. Tifle grenade

Cans propellent f/60mm mortars
Cans propellent f/82m mortars
lbs TNHT

feet time fuse

Frimers

Coils Comm. Wire

Wire Cutters

Bags slectrical equipment & radio parte

Firast Aid Packs

Picks

Saws

Assorted clothing

Packs

Gas masks

Pair NVA sneakers

Wrist watch

Le gther belt

Mosquito Nets

REG Pack

Cartridge belts

Canteans

RFD drum w/ammo

Assorted magazines

30 Cal, Carbine mag.azines
Rifle grenade attachments
il cans

NVA Flags

Feat of rope

rhamplets and personnel cor respondencs.
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13. Communications,

a:. The Commmications Platoen ran normal wire and redic operations
at A-3 until relieved on position by Company "F", 2nd Bn, 26th Mgrines.
At this time all installed communicaetions equipment was removed and return-
ed to Dong Ha.

b. Training. A contaot tesm made up of two (2) wiremen was orgenised
to give instruction to the 10fom Recoilesss Rifle Platoon in trouble
shooting and 1et echelon maintenance of wire equipment.

0. Equipment Statug, The Battalion received two (2) TS 297 wul-
timeters and one remote unit AN/GRA - 39. Essential equipment down ias
as follows;

1 AN/PRC-41
1 AN/MRC_-83
4 AN/PRC-25

d. Problem jreap., A critical shortage of s EY-8 Technican will
arise with the rotation of the one 2847 on board.

Tape antennas and bases gre still in very short supply.

14. Vegther. The weather during the month of May was hot and humid
with a few electrical storms and heavy raine during the latter part of
the month.

kverage High = 95 degrees Humidity - 66%
kverpge Low - T7 degrees Precipation = 1.19 inchea
kverage Vieibility - 5 miles ind 5 to 7 knots from the north/weet.

15. Fire Support. During the month of May artillery fire support
increased considerghly over the previous month due to the increased time
gpent in the field, the total rounds expended increases from 5,000 in
kpril to over 10,000 in May. Generally speaking this coamand was well
satisified with the fire support received.

During the first five days of the wonth, forward cbservers conocen-
trated most of their fires on suspected enemy poeitions, possible enemy
infiltrgtion routes and other missions in support of patroling units.

on the 6th of May, the Battalion started a sweep south towsrd
Phu Tho and other southern locations. Iuring this sweep many of the
preparatory and suppressive fires were controlled by Regiment so their
record of total rounds expended will definately exceed that which we will
report. Fire suppart during this operation included massive preparatory
fires, suppressive fires and lucrative live missions. Initially we had
problems with clesrences due to other units operating to our south. Onoe
these problems were solved fire support became more responsive. (See
After jotion Report for further amplification in Part IV).

Upon return to A-3 we again resumed fire support designed to deny the
enemy access to infiltration routes. On the 26th of May, one of our unite
made contact and again our volume of artillary support increased.

Initial volumes of fire were responsive and sccurate but the evening
missions were very slow due to a clearence problem with other unita,

1
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Soon after that short operation we were moved to the Cam Viet sres
where the Battalion was (PCON'ed to the 3 Marines for approximately

18 hours. When contect was made the first night, the %rd Battalioen

12th Marines fired in support of the Battalion, they too seemed slowead
bit reluctant to fire g large volume of rounds, but finally furnished
the Battalion with required support. The remainder of the month, the
Battalion was (PCON'ed to the 9th Marines and received direot support
from the 2nd Battaglion, 12th Marines. They cooparated fully to make
sure the Battelion received the fire support needed and at the spprop-
riate time. They had several luerative live targets and extenaive
prepsratory fires that lighted the burden for the infeatry, as a result,
this command was extremely satisified with the srtillery support for the
month of May.

a. it vi Direct ar L
(1) Btry "D", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines
Btry "E', 2nd Bn, 12th Marinese
Btry '"F", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines
Btry "A", 18t BEn, 40th srtillery, USA
Btry "B"™, 1at Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
Btry "C", 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
Btry "H", 3rd Bn, 12th Marines
Btry "I", 3rd Bn, 12th Marines
Btry "C", 1at BEn, 1;1:-]1 Marines

10) Btry "A", IVT, How

119 Bory =" DYE. How 6

12) Btry '"w", 1t Bn, 12th Marines

13) Btry "W", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines

14) Btry "W, 3rd Bn, 12th Marines

15% Btry "E", 1st Bn, 12th Marines {Gmﬂ'-l Suppart

D D =3 O i By =

16) Btry "L", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines (General Support
17) Btry "M", 3rd Bn, 12th Marines (General Support)
18) 175m Btry, 8th Bn, 4th Artillery, USA

b Miani Fir
1 1

Preparatory Fires 113

Suspec ted enemy positions

Iive miasions

Night defensive fires

Illumination

Marking rounds

Smoke Screens

Bloclkdng fires

Fingl protective firaes

Counter battery fires

H&I's

223
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(2)

Suspected enemy positions 24

Preparatory Fires 40

Live Missions 5T
Illumination ;]
H&I'a 347

T 's 12
Night Defensive FPires 11

Eh} Counter mortar fires 19
i) Spotter roundas 21

During the month of May a total of 13 air strikes were run by the
ALO/PAC Team. Right (8) of these alr strikes were controlled by us
the AF/PRC-93 radioc. Seven (7) of these strikes were run when the AN
41 was not available. It was found that once aireraft were within 5 to §
miles of the controling team no problems were encountered in commmicating
with the aircraft, beyond thie range communications could not be
guarranteed. Ko final determination can be made as to the merits of the
HMG—?E radio until further field evaluation has been completed.

a. During the month 69 individual flights of air were run in the
Battalion AO. BDA of particular intercst as reported by observers was 91
bunkers destroyed, % killed by air and 17 secondary exploelons.

b. There were 67 TP2's requeated by this Battalion and 24 were hit.

¢« M support conaisted of 62 sorties totaling 82 hours.

d. During the month of May 168 perscnnel were Med Evac 'ed by air.

@. Nine CA&C flighta wore requested and nine received.

f. Helicopters lifted 457,200 pounds of cargo and 84 passengers for
the Battalion.

g. Two troop lifts were exocuted transporting the Battalion (=)
over a two day period.

17. setivi tiag,,f Dagct i\rltlung,fkdggim ations. None

20
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18. Trpining Report, Littls training was satcemplighed during the month
of May due to operational commiitments.
8. During the period 1 thru 6 May classes were held gt the company

level on the following subjects:
Eﬂ Techniques of Fire., M-£0 Machine Cun 2 hours

2) LAM and M-T9 Grenade Lamcher 2 hours
b. An NCO School has been organized and will commence as soon as

operational commitments permit.

21
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SUPFORTING DOCTMERTS
J 1. JORNAL STMMARY PACE 23
J/ 2« BATTALION FRAG ORDER 9-68 PAGE 39
, 3. 3/3 AFTER ACTION REPORT PACE 48
22
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JOUWRNAL SUPRY MAT 1960

1 Mgy €8, At 0815H a message was received from the 9th Marines 3-2
concerning a report that the enemy would continue offensive between
Deng Ha and Cam Lo, with artillery support. The message was rated B-3,
At 11158, Company "I", on patrol at YD 174698 mighted three (3) NVA
moving east along a trail, Company "I" elements engaged with small grme,
the enemy fled to the weat. At 1255H Company "I™ moved approximately
500 meters north as a safety precsution dus to a scheduled air strike
(acc Light). Company "I"'s ambush sites were also changed.

2 May 68, At 0145H while in a ambush site at YD 203712 elements of
Company "I"™ received 19 rounds of incoming mortars frem gn unknown origin
counter mortar fire was requested on a suspected mortsr position at
YD 20572T. A check fire was called by Division dos to Populsr Foroes in
the vicinity. Division reported that the Popular Forces wers not squipped
with mortars.

At 1140H six (6) rounds of estimated E0mm mortsr impacted outsids the
wire at YD 176734. P Silver reported tubes firing from an azimuth
of 0600 mils at approximately YD 176748. iAn S81mm mortar mission was fired
with unknown resulta.

3 May 68, At 1055H the A-3 Position received fifteen (1%) rounds of

enemy artillery fire, estimated 85mm, the fire was received from an azimuth
of 6000 mils, distance unknown. The rounds impacted ocutside the wire

at YD 170722. 4 155mm grtillery mission was fired with unknown results.

At 1230H while on patrel at YD 155720 Company "1' sustained three (3)
casuglties from a booby trap, a Med Evac was Tequested and completed at
1530H.

At 1235H Company "L observed three (3) HVA at YD 146724, the NVA
vare dressed in Fhaki and black uniforms. Company "L" engaged with
artillery and machine guns with good target coversge. Results were
unknown,

At 13368H the A-3 Position received five (5) artillery rounds of
ostimated 105mm. The rounds impacted at YD 170722. At approximately the
same time Hill #28 received two (2) 60mm mortar rounds, the rounds im-
pacted at YD 1717354. The artillery rounds were believed to have been
fired from an azimuth of 6000 mils. A counter battery mission was fired
with mmknown results.

At 1510H Company "L" discovered two (2) bunkers, wood construoted
at YD 161714, the bunkers were destroyed by demolitions.

At 1549H Company "L" Med Tvaced two (2) non battle casuslties, one
(1) heat casuality and a man with a sprained ankle.

At 1820H Company "L" at YD 147707 aighted 15 to 20 NVA a% YD 147699,
the enemy were moving socuth to north west. Company "LY engaged with
automatic wegpons and artillery. At 1900H Company "L'™ sighted five (5)
small groups of NVA. The enemy were dressed in khaki and black pajamas .
One group of five (5) personnel were engaged with heary small srms

2%
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fire at YD 152703, three (3) NVA were observed to fall. One WVA was aighted
at YD 152715 and one (1) at YD 148713, artillery missions were fired. The
areg will be searched at first light.

4 May 68, At 01258 Company "L" reported sighting three (3) HVA moving
from east to north west at YD 148707.

At 0500H a Company "L" OP obsarved two (2) NVA moving west spprox-
imataly 45 meters from their position. Compeny "L" engaged with machine
gun fire with negative resulta.

At 0650H Company "I" at YD 175713 reported a accidental discharge
of a M-16 rifle resulting in one (1) non battle casualty. A Mad Evac
was called and completed at 0725H. An Investigating Officer was sppointed.

At 1215H Company "I" elements at YD 172698 sprung a daylight ambush
on three (3) NVA moving west on a trail. Company "I" elements engaged
wvith small grms killing twe (2) NVA, the third NVA fled into the bruah.
The NVA were dressed in light gray uniforms. The following wespons and
equipment were captured.

1 AR-47 1 M-16 (Us)
1 Poncho 1 Cartridge belt
1 Cigarette lighter Money

At 1430H Company "I" sighted spproximately a squad of FVA moving east
to west on a trail at YD 174704, the NVA were dressed in khaki. Company
"I" engaged with small arms and received return fire from an unknown
enemy position to the east. Company "I" received 20 rounds of Amm mortar
fire, 3 to 4 Chi Com grenades and sporadic small arms fire for approximately
one {1} hour, at least one (1) NVA was seen to fall but a search of the
area failed to reveal any bodies. An A0 on station reported a large
mimber of civiliane and children in the area. One (1) civilisn was observed
carrying s wegpon. An artillery mission was called on a suspected mortsr
poeition. Company "I" swept the area and withdrew to contimie mission.

At 1700H OP Silver observed an individual at YD 175743, a 106mm Recoil-
lese Rifle mission (5 rounds) was fired with good target coversge.

68. At O730H the 81mm mortar platoon commander notified the S-3
that one of the tubes had a hang fire, an HOD Team was requested.

At 091°H IP3 departed the A-3 Position to meet and guide the 34
Battalion, 9th Marines into the areas IP3 made physical contact with 3/9
at 143%0H.

At 1535H the 3d Battalion, 9th Marines set in for the night at ¥YD
163713, IP3 returned to the A-3 Position at 1555H.

6 Mgy 68, At O735H all Companies and the Command Groups departed the A-3
position in accordance with Battalion Frag Order 9-68,

At OB00H the 3d Battalion, 9th Marines assumed responsibility for
the A-3 Position.

At 0930H Company "M" at YD 173704 discovered abunker complex of
ten (10) bunkers, two (2) AT Mines and two (2) boxes of B2um mortar fuses
were also found. The bunkers and fuses were destroyed.
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At 1440H Company "I" surprised two (2) NVA/VC who were sleeping and
killed them with small arms fire. An unlnown size enemy unit engaged
Company "I" from all sides causing the lead elements of Company "I" to
withdrgw to Objective #1, the attack is to be continued as msoon as possible.

At 1600H the A-3 Position received 16 rounds of enemy artillery of
unknown ocaliber, a counter battery mission was fired.

At 1700H the positions of the Battalions Companies were as followsj

Company "I" YD 1895699

Company "L" YD 180687

Company ™" Objective #1

Batween the hours of 062000H and 070200H Compeny "M" received several
probes by spproximately thirty (30) "VWi, all enemy probes were repulsed by
local security. 4 search of the area will be made at first light.

68, At 0650H a Company "M" element searched the area of last nights
probes at YD 179698, %‘hile searching the srea Company "M" elements captured
ono (1) NVA, POW, armed with an AE-47. Company "M" was engaged by approx-
imately five (5) NVA, Pire was returned by Company "M" elements with
small erms. A mortar and srtillery mission was called. The enemy with-
drew leaving one (1) HVA, ETA. The following weapons and equipment were

captured:
1 AE=47 1 SES Carbine
2 AM~4T magazines 5 Chi Com grenades
Documents and food 2 Packs
1 Cartridge belt w/ammo. 1 Poncho
2 Intremching Tool Misc. clothing

At 0830H Company "L" made contact with a enemy element at YD 179687,
Company "1" received small arms and 60um mortaer fire. Fire was returned
with small arms and artillery fire.

At 0930H Company "1' sighted 3 to 7 NVA gt YD 180688 and engaged with
small arms and ertillery, three (3) WIA's were sustained by Company "L",
two (2) of which were Med Evaced.

At 11008 Company "L" at YD 183687 discovered two (2) bunkers,
eighteen (18) fighting holes, 1 Intrenching tool (US), and one (1) roll
of commmication wire. The equipment was destroyed by demolition. At
11128 Company "L" made contact with an estimated 10-15 HVA and engaged
with small arms, 60mm mortars, and artillery. The enemy utilized small
arms and 60mm mortar fire.

At 1310H vhile moving through an cpen srea at YD 142692, Company "I"
vas engeged by an eetimated NVA squed. Company "I" returned fire
and moved through the area. No casualties were taken,

8 May 68. At 0900H Company "L"'s point element observed twenty (20) WA
at YD 174665. A hasty ambush was set but it soon became spparent that the
HVA were not advancing. The 1st Platoon of Company "1" deployed on

line and advanced. Contact was initiated by a machine gun team. The

1et Platoon was talen under fire by an enemy 50 Caliber machine gun.
ketillery and fixed wing missions were called. The 1st Flatoon contimed
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the atteck cgpturing the machine gun. Company "1 thea withdrew to
Objective #4. Heavy sdjusted enemy artillery fire was received through-
out the day, blocking the spproaches to Objective "I,

At spproximately 0950H the Battalion received incoming enemy artillery
fire from an azimuth of 5400 mile, The fires contimed until approx-
imately 183CH.

At 1535H Battalion elements at YD 173671 received twenty (20) rounds
of estimated 152mm artillery fire. Counter battery missions were fired.
Friendly casualties were three (3) KIA's and nine (9) WIA's.

At 1630H Companies "M" and "I" commenced a coordinated attack towards
YD 180668, The enomy position was defended by an estimated NVA Company.
Company "M" assmulbed the position with two (2) platoons driving the
enemy from the position towards Objective "D". Heavy adjusted enemy
artillery and mortar fire was received. Fixed wing and artillery were
oalled on the withdrering enemy. Companies '"M" and "I" with Command Group
"A" sonsolidated a night position at YD 177677. Company "L" and the
Bravo Command Croup remained in position st Objective #4. Friendly
casualties were seven (7) WIA's. There were (11) NVA, KIA's confirmed.
Two (2) AE-47e were captured.

At 1700H gt YD 177677 the Battalion received twenty rounds of enemy
105me artillery and twenty five (25) rounds of 60mm mortar fire.

At 1720H at YD 177667 Companies ™" and "L" received fifty (50) rounds

of enemy 60mm mortar fire.

9 May 68, At OTOOH Compeny 'M" discovered a bunker complex at YD 181666.

At OT10H Company "M" elements at YD 186665 engaged one (1) NVA with small
armm, the NVA sought cover in a bunker, A grenale was thrown in the

bunker which resulted in a large secondery explosion., During the search
one (1) booby trep was detonated. A totsl of fourteen (14) overheaded
bunkers vere discovered and ten (10) NVA bodies found. The following equip-

went wers captured:

11 M-16 rifles (US) 2 AE-47's
% SKS Carbines 3 LAAW'e
1 K-T9

At 1200H Company "I reported discevering a large number of bunkers
with extensive facilities for cooking and sleeping. The bunkers were
reinferced well camouflaged and showed sigms of having beén occupied
for a long period of time. Six {(6) Fva, KIA's confirmed were counted.
The following weespons were captured:

1 T.62 Machine Gun 1 Sniper Rifle w/moope

1 30 Caliber Carbine (US)

The followlag equipment was captured and destroyed:

4 AT Mines 3 (Claymore Mines
8 Chi Com grenades 1000 rounds, AE-47 amnition
150 1bs of rice 200 Cal. 50 rounds
6 Drom magazines 10 AE-47 banana clipe
4 FRPG-2, rouds 15 Cooking pots
20 Gas masks 36 Viele of Pencillin
26
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100 Battle Iressings 1000 B=1 Vitamin tasblets
Assorted clothing and RVA 782 gear.

At '};ggg Company "M" discovered and sesrched a large NVA base camp
I.'t' 'ﬂ:l 1 ™~

At 14008 the Battalion at YD 179655 received four (4) rounds of 105mm
artillaery fire.

it 1412H Company "L" elements aighted two (2) WVA at YD 166649. The
enemy was engsged at a range of 400 meters with small arms and 60mm
mortar fire resulting in one (1) NVA, EIA confirmed.

At 1445H Comnany "I" sighted spproximately forty (40) WVa in the
open at YD 181645. An AO was requested. The NVA were engaged with
small srms and mortsr fire. Two (2) NVA were killed by sniper fire.

At 1531H Company "L discovered four (4) bunkers at YD 168645, two
(2) RPC type carrying containers were also found.

At 1645H Company "M" discovered at YD 175651 the following weapons
and equipment;

1 SEKES Carbine Misc. 782 gear (destroyed)

At 1733 Company "1" at YD 168645 made contact with an NVA unit
wvhich hed set an smbush., The enemy was engaged with small srms and 60mm
mortar fire. Six (6) HVA were sighted before contact was broken. The
area was swept by Company "L" with negative results.

10 May 68, At 0830H at YD 172642 Company "L" diecovared the following
items

1 smounition belt w/ 30 rounds of ammunition ( AE-4T)

2 Chi Com grenades

1 Drum magaszine w/50 rounds of emmunition.

At 1437H Company "I" at YD 167646, (site of a contact on 8 May A8),
found evidence of two (2) NVA, KIA's confirmed and the following equip-

mant;
1  AE-4T7 1 MK-16
1 Banana Clip 4 Chi Com grenades
1 Bag of rice

At 2045H at YD 173646 a Company "M" LF engaged an eptimated five
(5) WVA with small arms with unknown results. The area will be checked
at first light. Two friendly WIA's (Med Bvaca) were sustained.

11 May 68. A search of Company '"M"'s IP area of contact of 092045H

revealed one (1) NVA poncho.
At 1100H at YD 164654 Company "L" diescovered 23 bumkere, 20 fighting

holes and the followlng iteust
10 1lbs of rice 1 60mm mortar round

1 82mn mortsr round
T™e gbove items were destroyed.

12 Mgy 68, 4t YD 178655 at 0915H Company "1" discovered and searched a
bunker complex of 50 bunkers. The bunkers ware 5'X6'X5"' with 4 foot
thick roofs, alaso three (3) mortar pits were found. The below listed
ordnance was discovered and deatroyedi
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198 B82mm wortar rounds 85 60m mortar rounds
35 Boxes of fuses 750 rounds of AE-47 ssmmition
10 Chi Com grenades 1 RPG round, type 2

The following weapons and equipment were captured:
1 Soviet Light Machine Gun 3 Drum Magazines
1 60mm mortar sight
At 1500H st YD 169657 Company "I" found twe (2) bunkers, 12, Simm
mortar rounds and 300 AK-47 rounds. The bunkers and ordnance were destroyed.
At 1900H whils moving to an ambush site a Company "I" wlement discovered
at YD 169659 four (4) bunkers containing the followingy

2 RPO rounds 2 60mm mortar rounds

1 AT Mine 1 Electric Megaphone

1 60mm mortar sight 1 Box Composition B

1 £0mm mortsr base plate 1 7.62 Rifle w/bayonet

8. At O730H at YD 175657 Compeny "L" found one (1) dead NVA
wrapped in a poncho. The NVA body had been there spproyimately 3-4 weeks.
Between the hours of D630H and 1300H Company "M" discovered a bunker
complex at YD 160669 and a smaller complex at YD 159667 containing
thirty (%0) fresh gravess The bunkers were pearched and the following
equipment captured:
1 9mm French SubMachine Gum
1 60mm mortar base plate w/bipod
1 30 Cal Chinesge Carbine
115 60mm mortar rounds
95 B82mm mortar rounds
13 60mm mortar fuses
350 rounds, T.62am linked (US)
& Chi Com grenades
12 EPG-T rounds
260 rounds T.62mm (Chi Com)
230 AK47 rounds
T AE-4T magazines
Miasc. Radlo Parte
21 IH-10 Mines
58 60mm mortar fuses
12 60mm mortar primara
350 rounde 30 Cale.
12 batteries
12 82mm mortar primers
1 battery storage box
At 1500 elements of Company "M" at YD 160669 and YD 159669 discovered
bunker complexes and captured the following items of equipment and
ordnance:
11 DH-10 Mines
4 MH-46 Mines
1 AT Mine
35 Chi Com grenadea
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Bangaloare Torpedos

Jbs THT

feet, detonating cord
primars

Electric blasting caps
RPG=-2 rounda

60mm mortar rounds
Assorted magazines

DIrums of Mechine Gun ammo,
iba of rice

Typewriter

NVA Flags

Smoke grenades

Red Flag w/gold hammer & siokle
rounds 5.56 ammunition
rounda 45 Cal ammnition
RP3-2 Rocket Launchers

(3%

- py o (DM =] =30 P g B B N

Light Mechine Guns

Beavy Machine Gum

AE-4T

(MAT) Submachine Guns
SKS (0ld type)

Thompson Submachine guns
Browning Mmtomatic rifles
Carbines (US)

M-3 " Submachine guns

Chi Com Burp Gune

SES (new type)

thi Com Automatiec rifles
60mm mortar tubes

M=1

H—1g*n (One w/grenade lguncher)
M-1

Betwean the hours of 0500H and 1200H Company "I" elements continued
to uncover what was believed to be a portion of the perimeter security for

a Regimental size CP site and large enough in size to accomodate an

estimated NVA Battalion.

LY

LY
“BRe 8

Casad

=530 D P WA

=

The below listed equipment was ceptured:
1

SKS rifles AE=-4T

AK-4T w/felding stock 1 50 Cal. machine gun
light MG (RFD type 56) 1 M-16

B82mm mortar rounds 19 IH-10 Mines

AT Mines 2 TM-46 AT Mines

Chi Com grenades 41 60mm mortar rounds

rounds AK=47 ammo.

RFG-2 rounds

60nm mortar bipods
Blasting caps, electric
Shape charge rifle grenades
RPG charges

7=10 Mines

Pint of oil

T.62 crimped cartridges
Gas masks

Triped for 50 Cal. MG
Sholder Harnesa for 50 Cal. MG
82mm mortar fuses

Picks

NVA helmets

Tripods for 50 Cal MG

FPac ks

1bs of THT

Cans, mortar increments

iy
Emﬂmmm

O < =k < NP A

wn

60mm mortar esights
RPG-T rounds

E0mm mortar base plates
Wriat watch

Irum magazines
communication wire

lba of rice

5.56 rounds (U3)
rifle grenades Attechmenta f/AK-47
60mm mortar cleaning rods
Recoil Pads

Galvome ter

50 Cal. tool kit

Shovels

TAE sectiona for 50 Cal. MG
Machettes

Bag assorted electrical gear
faet, time fuse
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.34 Mgy 68, At 1100H at YD 160671 elements of Company "™M" disoovered
a bunker which had been pll.'til:llr destroyed by a bomb. The bunker
oontained the following -qu.‘lpnuntl
3 30 Cal, L‘-u:'b.t.naa { Light Machine Gun
¥ Chi Com Mtomatic rifle 4 Chi Com Burp Guns
2 AE-4T77"s 1 Thompeon Submachime Gun
14 Irums for light machine gun 15 French submachine gums
62 jAssorted magazines 1 DH-10 Mine

300 rounds T.62am ammo.

15 May 68. At O745H Company "I" elements while senrching the srea in
the vicinity of YD 182665 captured one (1) POW, (NVA).

At OB00H Company "I" elements at YD 184656 and YD 181664 discovered the
following wempons;

5 M-1 Rifles 4 Carbines
1 Chi Com Submachine gun 1 BErowning Mutomatic rifle
1 SK5

At 1030H at YD 159669 elements of Company 'M" discovered 15, B82mm

mortgr rounds. The rounds were destroyed in place.
At 11158 ﬂnupu.nr "I" elements found four (4) NVA bodies at YD 177671,
At 1230H at YD 159669 Company "M" elements found an NVA map and miso.

Paparsg.

16 Mgy 68. No significant events.

17 May 68, At 0945H a Marine from Company "L" accidently shot himself in
the lower left leg while cleaning his rifle. The Marine was Med Eraced
and an investigation will be held,

At 133%0H Company "1I" reported finding the below listed itema at YD

193698
1 Chi Com grenade 30 A2mm mortar fuses
1 Poncho 1 NVA belt

30 T.62, AE-4T7 rounds

At 1535H the Brgvo Command Group and Company "M" returned to A-3. The
poeitions of the other Companiee and Command Group Alpha were as follows:

Company ™" YD 176722

Company "I"™ YD 197717

Company "L" YD 201701

Battalion CP YD 197717

18 8, At 0430H the Battalion assumed cperational control of the
A=3 Fooition.

At 0515H Company "I" and the Alpha Commend Croup returned to the A-3
Position.

At 0T04H Company "L" returned to the A-3 Position.

At 1030H OF Cold received 2 aniper rounds from a ridge morth of thes
poaition, the OP Gold Position also received 10 rounds of 60mm mortar
fire. The rounds impacted outside of the perimeter, the fire was received
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from an azimuth of 5200 mils at distance of gpproximstely 1200 meters.
Bo casualties were sustained,

19 May 68, No significant events.
20 May 68. No significant events.

Moy 68 4t 113CH at YD 207177 elements of Company "1I" discovered two
2) DH-10 Mines. The mines were not emplaced for use. The mines were

destroyed in place.

At 1520H the A-3 Position received B rounds of estimated 105mm
anemy artillery fire. A crater gnalysis disclosed the grtillery was
fired from an azimuth of 6200 mils and from a distance of 9000 meters. 4
counter battery miseion was fired.

At 1700H the Battalion Commander held a meeting of all Company
Commanderas and section leaders.

%ﬁiﬂ; At 0630H Company "I"'s point element at YD 164704 sighted a
8 grovp of HVA spproximately 100 metera to their front. The enemy
was engaged by snipers. Movement was heard by Company "I" flank element
the srea was reconned by fire. A 8lom mortar mission was fired. Company
nI"'g point element was pinned down by small arma fire and Chi Coms. A
Company "I" element while reinforecing the point received incoming enemy
60mm mortar fire.

At 0805H Company "L" departed the A-3 Position to reinforce Company
nIn, while leaving the position the Company received 6 rounds of enemy
artillery, eatimagted as 85mm or 105mm. A Med Evac was requested by
Company "L" for one emergency and five priorities.

At 0810H Company "I" disengaged, the enemy counterattacked, At OB82(H
gmeghips were ragquested.

At 0831 a resupply was inbound to Compeny "I". At O850H Company "I"
marked lines for gunships. Gunships were on atation at 0850H.

At 090CH Company "L" had two platoonas at YD 169714 and one platoon
at TD 171710.

At N915H OP Silver received 4 sniper rounds, a 106 recolless rifle
mi ssion was fired with unknown results.

At 0930H the 5-3 reported enemy artillery at a azimuth of 5500 mils
from YD 1771.

At 0935H resupply helicopters received ground fire in the 12 . Resupply
vas completed at 09408,

At 0945H Company "I" reported the enemy unit was wearing camouf laged
helmets and were believed to have withdrawn to the An Phu grea at YD
150702. An unknown station was received on the Battalion net using call
signs "lima Regime Alpha" and Fighting Mad 2/6 Charlie", the Communication
Officer planned to authenticmte but the station did not try to recontact
the Battalion., The 9th Marines Communications Officer was notified by
EBABAEE.

At 1125H Company "L" sighted 9-10 NVA at YD 165705 and engsged with
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small arms. Company "I" gtartea to sweep area of contact.

it 1300H Company "1' sweeping area at YD 162700 discovered one (1) wva
EIA confirmed and ceptured one AR-47. 4a X0 sighted a small group of
HVA at YD 161697, Fixed wing sircraft received 50 caliber fire wvhile
making atrilkema,

At 1330H elements of Company "L" made contact with a unknown size snemy
NVA wnit at YD 163700 and engaged with emall arms resulting in one (1) NVA,
EIA and one (1) AE=47 captured. Artillery and air striles were utiligzed
during the contact.

From 13138 to 1320 Company "™ received a hegvy volume of adjusted
artillery fire from YD 142806, UAn emergency TPQ was requested and artillery
missions were called.

At 1400H elements of Company "L" overran two antl aircraft positions
at TD 158702, The anemy withdrew with a anti gireraft weapon. Company
PL" cgptured smmwmition for the AA wegpon. One {1] AA poeition wvas empty.

At 1520H Company "L" recelved incoming enemy artillery.

At 1625H the 4-3 Position received 10 rounds of 105mm ensmy artillery
from YD 156789 (azimnth A100 mils, distance 7-8,000 moters).

At 1805H Company "L" received enemy artillery from the north.

At 1830H Company "1" was positioned at YD 158702, Company "I" was
at YD 156703,

At 1835H Company "L" was receiving enemy mortar fire and small arma.

At 19108 the Alpha Command Group received enemy incoming artillary.

At 1940H Compeny "I" received approximately 80 rounds of enemy
artillery fire. Coampany "L" reported several NWA within grenales range.

At 2020H a flare ship and dragon ship was reguested.

Lt 2035H IP3 reported movement 75 to 100 meters to their front,
approximately 4 persons.

By 2%30CH Companies "I" and "L™ had set in for the night and received
two minor light probes. Total enemy artillery and mortar fire received
during the day was estimated at 350-400 rounds of artillery (105mm) and
100-150 rounds of 82mm and 60mm mortar. Total friendly casualities
for the day were as fol lows;

2 KIiA's

33 WILA'e Evacs

16 WIA's ( to be evacunted at first light).
Enemy casualtiea:

A Kli's confirmed (NV4)
4 Individual wegpons cgptured

68, At 0D108H received 9th Marine Frag Order 28-68,

At 0235H Company "L" received an estimated 30 rounds of enemy artillery.
From 1100H to 1700H the 1at Plgtoon, Company "I" attacked approximately
two platoons of NVA dug in at YD 156695 after delivering heavy preparation
firea., Four NVA ware observed and engaged, India One received heavy
sutomgtic wegpone fire and Chi Coms. India One was withdrawn, preparation
fires and air strikes were again delivered. India 3 reinforced India One
ard regumed the attack employing LAAW's and small arms fire,
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At 14128 the Battalion Commander and Command Group departed A=3
to join Company "I" at YD 157703.

At 1530H Indig One sgain withdrew and additional alr strikes and
suppor ting fires were delivered. India One and Three attacked and the
enemy withdrew south at 17008, Bight NVA, KIA's confirmed were counted
3 NVA, POW's , one crew served wespon and 4 individual wespons werse
eagptired. Company "I" suatained 2 KIA's and T WIA'se.

[ From OB00H to 11008 Company "I secured Hill # 28 and condunted
patrols 300-500 meters to the south and east. Company "I" swept the area
of contact on 22 May 68 and discovered a bunker complex, the bunkers werse
destroyed. There was a negative sighting of NVA units. Oma FVA body was
found and one (1) AE-47 captured.

At 1530H Company "1I" commanced their return to A-J.

At 16%0H General Davis, CC 3d MarDiv arrived at the A-3 Fosition.

At 1700H Company "I" while sweeping area at YD 171704 discovered
eight bunkers, a observation post located in a tree complete with plat-
form and ladder. The following smmunition was also discovered:

157 rounds 82mm mortar 42 rounds, 60mm morter
The bunlkers and ameumition were destroyed.

At 1755H Company "I" returned to the A-3 Position. Cummlative total

of enemy equipment captured during operations 22-24 May 68.

10 SKS's 3 AR-4T'e
1 12.Tmm Heavy machine gun 158 82mr mortsr rounds
52 f0mm mortar rounds 1600 rourds, 50 Cal. MG smsunition
25 Chi Com grenades T AE=4T Magazines
560 rounds AK-47 emmo. % Packs
9 Intrenching Tools 3 Small picks
12 Cartridge belts 4 Cooking pots
1 Compass 1 Pair binoculars
10 Gas Masks 21 Porchos
11 Hammocks 2 Piret ald kite
26 Mesm kits 50 1lbe of riee
1 Parachute 1 50Cal., sight
Assorted Ragdio Parts 1 batbery
Coils of communication wire 2 Cases protsin blocks

2

20 [feet detonating cord
Various documents, diaries; panplets, pergonnel searrespondence
and mape.

25 May 68. 4t 01308 during a TP] drop & bomb impacted in the mine Ih]ﬂ,
no ogsualitiesn.

At 1330H a verbal warning order was received from the 9th Marines to
prepare to depart the A-% Poaition.

At T43CH Company "M" departed A3, Company "I™ departefl at 1485H.

At 15308 the Battalion commenced a heli 1lift from YD 185717.

At 1640H elements of the Battalion recelved 30 rounds of ecnemy mortsr
fire frem YD 16280%, An artillary ddssion-was fired with unlknown results.
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The remalning lifts ware run from the A-3 Position.

At 1530H Company "1L", 3d Battalion, 9th Marinee arrived at A-3.

At 1645H the Battalion was OPCON to the 3d Marine Hegimemt.

At 22004 OP Silver reported movement in front of their peosition, then
received t'» (2) Chi Com grenades and 5 to 7 rounds of small arms fire.
P Silver returned fire with amall arma.

At 1970H Compaay 'M" made contact with an uslnewn size enemy unit
at YD 257658. The enemy returned fire with at lsast three (3) auto-
matic weapons, Company ™" withdrew, the enemy was still %elieved to be in
poeitien. Artillery missions were fired on the enemy position. The
Battalion will continue the attack at first light.

26 Vay 68, At 0845H g Marine from Company "A", 1/9 tripped a bochy trap.
A Med Evac waa requested,

At 10159 g heli 1ift of Company "L" to the Battalion position was
completed.

At 10451 Company " A", 1at Bn, 9th Marines was chepped from CPCON.

At 10587 the Battalion received appreximately 42 rounds of 105-130mm
eneny artillery fire. Counter battery miesions were fired.

At 1100H the helicopter lift ef the 106mm Recoiless Hifle Platoon
was completed. The Baltalion was chopped to OPCON 9th Marines.

At 11408 Cempany "M" while pursuing withdrewing enemy at YD 260656
captured the following wespons:

1 5Tmm Recollese Rifle

1 SKsS

1 RPD Light Machine Gun Type 55

At 1315H the Battalion received approximately 22 rounds of enemy
artillery fire, estimated as 105am to 130mm. Tire was received froam a
azimuth of 40 degrees.

From 14004 to 2100H Company "“I" while moving to seize Thjective A"
ancountered several NVA in the rice paddies on the northeastern oachos
to the Ot jective arca. The majority of the NVi wor: dead, five (5) RVA
wore killod by small arms ms thoy attempted to withdraw to Objective "A".
Five VA, POV's wara captured. As Company "I" closod on Ubjective "AY
raoslstance incrogsod, fires in the support of the attack ware poar to
nom existont as a rosult of a continous check firo. POY's capturaed
indicated that the WVA unit on Objective "A" was the remainder of the
Battalion engaged carlier. Company "I" was unable to penetrate the bunksr
area on Objective "A" and was ordered to withdraw te YD 265653 and resume
the a*tack in the morning.

At 17104 Company "L" consclidated Objective "0v (YD 259671).

At 18158 Company """ while securing Objective 'B" made contact with
four (4) WWA and ergaged with small arms, resulting in feur (4) NVA, EIA's
confirmed. Heavy preparatien fires and fixed 'ing strikes were conducted
ob Objective "B".

At 2000H Company 'M" seized znd conserlidated Objective "B". During the
attack thirty (30) NVA KIA'as were found on the Objective. Six (6) @va
were killed by Company '"M" elerents pursuing by fire as the cremy withdrew.
The WA, KIA's ware attributed to fixed wing, artillery preparation firas
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and ground asagult fir The chjective was fieved to have been defended
by not less thea one ﬁ} NVA nm%“fmr.“na ollowing weapons ana aminunition

was captured.
5Tmm Recoiless Rif le
SES's
AE-4T's
RFD Light MG's
7.62om Jeavy MG w/ tripsd
RPG=-2 launchers
M-16 (3 recovered)
5Tum Recoiless rifle rounds
RP0-2 rounds
RPG Fuses
At 2130H Cempany "L" engaged three (3) NVA who were moving across the
perimeter with M-79's and small arms. The area will be searched at first

light.

2] May 58. At O600H Company "L" reported that a search of the area of
last nights probe disclosed one (1) VA, EIa,

At OTOOH Company "M' reported a further search of Objective "B"
(YD 249660) dieclosed the following weapons and equipment:

1 AK-47 1 B2mm mertar sight w/case

At 1200H Company "I" attacked and seized Dbjective "A", light
resletance was encountered. The following weapons and equipment were

1

=1 RIA3 =4Py =M =t =

captured:
1 AK-47 1 Barrel for 7.62mm HMG
15 RP(-2 rounds 1 Handset
1 JAccessory pack & whip antenna (US, AN/PRC 25)
# lbs TNT 2 Packs
4 Gas masks 3 Rifle grenades
1 ©Chi Com grenade Migsc. documenta

At 123%0H Battalien elements made sporadic crntact with fleeing enemy
while sweaping srea of Cbjective #1,
At 1250H Comnany "M" cbeerved three (3) NVA in the cpen at YD 250654
and engaged with small arms resulting in three (3) NVA, KIA's confirmed.
At 1500H Company "L" reported discevering one (1) NVA body at YD
260662, One NVA, KIA confirmed and the following equipment captured:

1 Cartridge belt

3 Chi Com grenades

1 Helmet

At 170CH the Battalion avsumed OFCOF of Companies "B" and "D", 1st Bn,
9th Marines.

At 18C0H Company "L" at YD 255654 discovered 1 RPG-2 rocket launcher.

At 2300H the poeitions of the Companies ware as followst

Cozpany "1M YD 253670 Company "D" YD 261657

Company '"M" YD 25B665 CP YD 238647

Company "I" YD 254645 Company "B" YD 26064¢
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At 163CH Company "L" at YD 255652 sighted ene (1) HVA spprox-
imately 50 meters from friendly positions. The VA was taken under fire
by emall grms resulting in one (1) NVA, KIA confirmed.

At 1400E at YD 245670 after heavy prepasration fires Company "L"
attacked and encountered heavy resistance from a unknown size enemy
unit fighting from a well prepared position, tanks and gunships were
used to break contact. Contact "L" at YD 247673 broke contact at 18154,

At 2300H the positions of the companies were as fellowa:

Ehu__nlﬂr "I" TN 54*?23 mw g m Ejm?'

Cempany """ YD 258666 Company "B"& "CP'" WD 263655

Company ™" YD 258665

68, At 0045H Cempany "M" engaged with small grme and artillery
% to 4 NVA moving in frent of the lines resulting in one (1) WVA, POV,
At O1%0H an estimiated group of twenty (20) NVA broke through Company
""" 'y lines, Company "M" engaged with small srms. The company sustained
two (2) KIA's and one RFD Machine Gun was captured., The area was searched
at first light and the following equipment was foundj;
2 Packs 1 AE-4T magazine
200 rounda, AF-4T ammo. Migc., TB2 gesar
At 13258 Company "B", 1st ®Bn, 9th Marines discovered two (2) WV,
EIA's, One (1) AK-47, 4 Chi Com grenades, 4 AF-47 magazines, 1 gas mask
and one first ald kit.
At 1600H Company "D 1st Bn, 9th Marines while sweeping through
the area of contact at YD 253662 captured the following equipment:

5 SKS's 2 AE=4T's

3 12.75 Machina Guns 3 Mounts MG

2 Sights 1 HMisxrophona

1 Set earphones 1 57Tmm Recoiless Rifle round
R0 ©Chi Com grenagdes 5 RPG=T rounds

At 1645H a Company "M" S-2 scout sbserved an NVA hiding in the
brush., The sceut engaged the ¥VA with an intrenching tool. The HVA
threw a Thi Com and was killed by small grma.

At 1655H Company "I" elements discovered one (1) ¥Va, KI4 at YD
243699, the FVA was unarmed.

At 2100H Company "D", 1/9 sighted 4 to 5 persons moving toward their
lines at a distance of S50-100 meters. Company "7U" engaged with small arms
and M-79's. Ten (10) NVA were sighted at 2135H. “urveillance was meintain-
ed of the srea with a starlight scope.

Company "L" YD 245674 Company '"M" YD 251669
Company "I" YD 250858 Company "D" 1/9 YD 253662
Company "B" 1/9 YD 248657 cP YD 261657

68. At O200H Company "L" reparted numerous sightings of RVA
trying to break thru thz lines. The enemy were engagod with amall arms.
A search at first light rovealed one (1) WVA, KIA.

Company "D", T,J"'El at 0930H cbeerved four E#} VA moving east toward
thoir lines at YD 256665. Tho FVA were engeged with small srms. 4
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segrch at first light disclosed one WVA, KIA confirmed,

At 0745H Company "B, 1/9 captured three (3) ¥Vi, FO'''g and three
AE-47"a at YD 251660,

At 0830H Company "B", 1/9 captured seven (7) POV's st YD 248660,

At 1100H the Battalion assumed WCON «f Cempany "K', 3/3,

At 1550H Company "D", 1/9 was chepped from O™CON.

At 1600H Oompany "B", 1/9 was chopped from OPCON.

At 1630H a search of the battle area (YD 253658 to 245672)
revealed 47 NVA KIA confirmed. The KIA's were a result of air, artillery
and small grms., 4 total of 18 priseners were captured on 30 May 1968,
the prisoners were daxed, demorgliszed and exhausted, only light
resistance was encountered.

The following wespons and equipment were captured.

4 RPD Machine guns T AE=478

8 sKS 212 He hine guns

1 75mm Recoilegs rifle 1 RPEIE Roc Hmnuhur

2 82mm Merter base plates 3 RFD Drums of smmunition

15 LK-47 Magazines w/ smmunition 600 Cgl. 50 rounds

2 Batteries 71 B2mm Mortar rounde

2 60mm Mortsr rounds 4 Cans 82mm mortar fuzes

1 82mn Mortar bipod 7 Cans propellant charges for

2 Tripods (long legs) for 60mm mortar rounds

12.7 Machine gun 25 RPG-T roundas
2 Tripode (short legs for 11 RPG-2 rounds
12.7 Machine Gun 23 RPG propellant charges
32 Chi Com grenades 2 75mum Recoiless rifle rounds

1 DH=10 Mine 1 AT Mine
3 Cane 82mm propellant charges 1T Helmets
20 Shovels 150 lbs Rice

Misc. NVA 782 gear

At 1800H the Pattalion was chopped from OPCON 9th Marines to the
3d Marines.
31 May 68, At 1010H Company "L" elements at YD 242672 discovered the
following weapons and equipment:

1 12.7 Heavy Machine Cun w/mount

and shoulder harness
2 SKs
1 57Tom Recoiless 'ifle round
2 Helmets

2 RPFG- Rocket Lemncheras
2 AE-4T7s

4 B82om Mortar rounds

7 AE-47 Magazines

_“-Sl ‘hmm mEmﬂd

1 M-16
4 M-60 Machine guns

1 M-14

At 1142H at YD 246668 Company “L" uncovered four (4) HV4 bodies,

and the following ordnance:

2 T5mm Recoileass rifle rounds

1 57mn Hecoiless rifle round

Enclosure (1)
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& 11428 the Battaliwn enmrmod ODEAW of Mat Xa Thi (YD 282668)
and was establishing a combat operations base. The looation of the
Companies wers as follows:

C.P. YD 278663 Company "I" YD 261632
Company "EK" YD 265648 Company “I» YD 282668
Company ‘™" YD 258658

4% 1430H at YD 268657 Company "M" discovered 29 bunkers, the
bunkers were destroyed.

At 1845H Company "K" while firing en calls received six (6)
gshort rounds, no casualties were sustained, a check fire was called

Enclosura (1)
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HEADJUJRTERS
34 Battalion, 34 Marines
34 Marine Division (Rein) FPMF
FPO San Francisoo Californig 96602

Battallion Cperation Order 9-68

Time Zone H

b) 9th Marines mag 052200Z May 68.
e) 9th Mgrines Frag Order 20-68 (Operation Eentuclky)
dtd 050525Z May 686,

Task Ocganizgtion.
}d 'Bu."l:—tulimr 3'& Hﬂiﬂll 1t Ebl. Je Wa Hﬂﬂ

Company "M" énninz Cept. MoADAM
Detachment , Btry "C", 1/12 (FO Team)

Detachment , B2S Company

Detachment , 81om Mortar Platoon (FO Team)

Detachment , Medioal Platoon

FAC/TACP Team

Detachment, Hepdquarters Co., 9th Marines, (Sniper Team)
Detachment, 3rd MP Bn, (Dog Tesm)

Interpreter, III MAF

Detachment , 3d Engineer Bn.

"E' (Rein Capt. FHANRK
%-ﬂhmt, Btry ;iﬂ“, 1/12 (FO Team)

Detachment, HAS Company

Detachment, 81mm Mortar Platoon (FO Team)

Detachment, Medical FPlatoon

Detachment, Commmications Flatoon

PAC/TACP Team

Detachment, 3d Engineer Bn.

Detachment, Headquarters Co., 9th Marines (Sniper Tesm)

" R Capt. WHATTHRWS
Detechment, Btry "C", 1/12 (FO Teeam)
Datachment , HAS Company
Detachment, 81mm Mortar Platoon, (FO Teanm)
Detachment, Medical Flatoon
Detachmant , Communications Flatoon
FPAC/TACP Team

Ref erencest é Map 13150,000 AMS Sheet 6442 IV, Series L T014.
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Detachment, 34 Engineer Bn.
Detachment, Hesdquarters Co., 9th Marines (Sniper Team)

Compsny "I" %). Capt. LEHRACK
Detachment, Btry "c", 1/12 (FO Tean)
Detachment, B&S Co.

Detachment, 81mm Morter Platoon (FO Team)

Detachment, Medical Flatoon

Datechment, Communications Flatoon

FAC/TACP Team

Detachment, Heasdquarters Co., 9th Marines (Sniper Toam)
Detachment, 3d MP Bn., (Dog Team)

Kit Careon Scout

Interpretar, III MAF

Detechment,; 3d Engineer En.

1« Situgtion,
a- En o
1) See current intelligenoce summarys.

bs Fri Force
1) The 9th Marines commencing at H-Hour on D-Day conducts
of fensive operations to locate and kill or capture enemy personnel, locate

and destroy enemy installations, capture enemy equipment and or supplies.
(2) The 34 Battalion, 9th Marines moves to A=3 to uncover position
and conduct operations in accordance with reference f:: .
(3) The 18t Battalion, 9th Marines and the 1mt Battalion, 4th
Marines will resume normal AO's except as amended by reference {hs and
(o) and conduct screening cperations west of the 17 grid lines.
(4) The 2nd MVN Battalion will condust normaml operations east
of the 20th grid line.
(5) T™e 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines will be in direct support and
deliver heavy preparation fires prior to D-Day.

¢, _Attachments and Detachments.
“” See task organization.

2. Mission.
g+ Seize Regimental Objective "A" at YD 188698 ang Battalion Objective

One at YD 175698 on D-Day and be prepared to contimue the attack on order.

3. 3 tion.

apt ration
i."1i Commening at H-Hour seize Regimental Obj ective "A" with one

As
(1) e (rein).
g At H4% hour seize Objective 1 with one (1) company (rein).

Upon seizure of Regimental Objective "A" reinforce with one (1)
company (rein) and Battalion Commend Group and estsbli.sh a two (2) company
defensive perimeter.

(4) Upon seizure of Battalion Objective 1 comsolidate a company

AD
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def enaive perimeter.

(5) Conduct ambush patrols at last light on D=Day and contimie the
attack to seize Battglion (bjective 2 at first light on D+1.

(6) See Annex "A" (Operation Overlay)

b. Compsny "I" (Rein).
(1) Commencing at H<2h hours move to the attack position at
YD 198703, commence the attack at H=-Hour to seize and consolidate Cbjective
"A". Be prepared to support or reinforce movement of Company "I" in trace.
Be prepared to defend the emstern sector of Objective "A" gnd establish
ambushes in the vicinity of YD 195698 and YD 192692, contimue the attack
on order (D+1) to seize Battalion Objective 2 in coordination with Compeny

"Ln. See Annex "A" (Operation Overlay).

Os TR R

1) Commence movement at H=1d hours to an attmek position at
YD 168713, attack at H-Hour to seize and consolidate Battalion Objective
1, on seizure conduct apgressive platoon patrols 500 meters to the ascuth
covering the stream. Be prepared to furnish a night ambush patrol in
the vicinity of Hill #38 prior to last light on D-Day. Be prepared to
support by fire or reinforce the main attack on Objective 2 at first
light on D+1 and continue the attack on order to seize Battglion Object=

iva 45,

. %mggg "L (Rein).
1) At H-® hour on order follow in trace of Company "I" on

assigned axie of advance to consolidate the western half of Regimental
bjective "A". Be prepared to support or reinforce Company "I" in
selzure of Regimental Objective "A". Deoploy an ambush patrol at last
light gt YD 183702 on D-Day, continue the attack on D+1 on northern axis
g“ﬂ?nma to seize Battalion Objective 2 in coordination with Company

e. Com "E" (rein) Regerve.

1) Be prepared to deploy from the C-2 Position as R esarve
Halicopter Borne Reaction Force. Monitor the Battalion tactical net
on a 24 hour basie re on a constant 15 minute alert. Ensure -
parations are mede to depart C-2 on a permanent basis. Update the Hgml;-
copter wave and serial assignment tables based on avallability of 2
CH-46's per wave. Ensure key billet holders, crew served weapons and
other critical equipment is spreasd loaded. Select a secure Loading zone
outeside the wire gt the C=2 Pogition.

f. 106mm Recoil Rifle Plgt
(1) Ensure cne T?ﬂ Section with 22 rounds of HEP, 2 rounds AP,

are ataged with 2 mechanical mules for immediate deployment &n a i5 minute
glert. Organize heli-teams in accordance with Appendix 1 to Annex G.

a4
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g+ Bilem Mortar Plat
prevared to initially eupport maneuver elements by fire.
Commencing on D+2 be prepared to deploy ome T/0 Section by helicopter
from A-3. Ammunition will include 80 HE rounds (heavy), 10 WP rounds
and 10 illumination rounds. Organize heli-teams in accordance with

Appendixz 1 of Annex C.

2) H-Hour 0530H

3) Tnsure mechine guns are employed with the TAE mechanisms and
tripods to the maximum extent practical.

(4) On setting in the priority of work in defense will be as
followa:

Foet local pecurity 150 meters from friendly lines.
Poaition in crew served weapons.
Select and prepare defensive positions.
Clegr fieldn of fire.
Lay commnication wire.
Man arew served weapons continously.
Emplace claymore mines, trip flares and other cbstacles
as sppropiate,
(h) Prepasre slit trenches and trash pita.
Eﬁ; Set the lines at 1730H.
6) Stand to alert 18%30. Af 1900H commence noise and light
ﬂiﬂipl.‘l.na-
(7) Reference Points.
a) Gema 1764
b) Girls Ngmes 1566
¢) Coins 1868
d) Metals 16753
(e) Sosps 1670
E—; Ensure air panels are carried.
9) Parimeter machine guns will be fired only on order of the
Company Commarders.
(10) Baeure lines of communications and resupply sre not blocked
by defensive positions.
(11) 411 forces required to be heli-lifted will be familiar with
the helicopter ware and serial assignment tables contasined in Annex C
and will conduct a detailed map study of the LZ/LZ loc ations furnished
in Annex C.
(12) A1l rifle companies will prepare helicopter wave and serisl
asaignment tables based on availability of 2 (H-46's pear wave, with a 1lift
capability of 15 combat loaded troops per CH-46.

e o O

4. {gtrat igtice.

a. Spot reports will be submitted as per occasion. Submit initisl

42
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report with basic information as scon as possible, forwsrd ocmplete
information by follow on report.

b. An up to date Med Rrae roster will be forwarded to the S-1 via
Battalion Administration on D-1. DNeletions as a result of rotation, R&R
and casualties will be reported as soon as possible after the individual
leaves the field, The S=1 will provide the S-3 with effective field
strangth at OTOOH each day.

¢. Casualty reporting has been slow and insacurate, casuslty reports
will be provided to the S-1 not later than % hour after the Med Zvac
is completed.

d. Normal resupply recuests will be received by the 5-4 by 2100H for
the following day.

e. Under normal circumstances casualty evecuations will not be
attempted until the enemy force at the point of contact has been neu-
tralized.

f. Med ®vac will be requested only for the most severe cases when
a unit is engaged.

g. The following items will be staged on the LSA for other than
routine resupply requesta.

(1) rlass 1
MCI

b) 10,000 salt tablets
c) 100 bottles halizone tasblets

(2 ¢ 11
20 pair jungle boots (assorted sizes).
b) 40 palr jungle utility trousers (small R).
e) 40 pair jungle utility coats (emall R).
Emergency medical supplies for 20 casualitieas.
d) 24 bottles ringers lactate.
e) 30 intra cathers
f) 24 small battle dressings
(g) 12 medium battle dressings .
k) 1 box 3 inch atce wraps.
i) 2 grm splinta.
] 1 box 4 inch soe WraPse
k) 1 box 2 inch rolls gauze.
p i 2 thomas splints.
m) 12 portable atretcher
n 28 cotter meta.
o

2 AN/PRC 41 Batteries
p) 2 AN/PRC-25 Radios

(3) ca III
Ej 2-5 gallon cens gasoline

43
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2 plcks
12 shovels
100 5 foot fance posts

1000 sand bags

10,000 rounds T.62 linked
200 rounds 60mm mortar HE
25,200 rounds 5.56am

4 = 3.5 WP rocket rounds
75 Laaw'e

422 rounds, M-T9

300 grenades, M-26/M-33
20 rounds, 106mm HEP

2 rounds, 106mm AP

10 rounds, 81mm mortar, WP

4 demolition kits, complete

100 feat, time fuse

30 blasting caps, non-electric
8 = E-8 Gas Launchers

10 trip flares

30 grensdes, hand, smoke yellow
2 flame thrower units, complete

W obEH e TR e 0 o

o H

1 sleeve of concertina (24 rolls)

100 rounds, S1mm mortar, HE heavy
10 rounde, B81mm mortar, illuomination

h. The following equipment will be carried by the individual as

applicable:

WO = O e M B -

16
17

21 rounds, 45 Cal.

260 rounda, 5-5&&&

4, M-26 hand grenaies

1 C3 grenade

1 VP grenade

50 M=T9 rounds per grenadier
24 salt tablets

1 bottle halizone

3 filled ocanteens

shaving gear

1 bottle mosquitec repellent
2 Malaria tablets

2 pair socks

1 can foot powder

mosquito headnet

1 poncheo

normal 782 gear

Eaclosza (1)
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8;; ;ou!&-t sleave shirt

i. Esch unit (appropriate level) will sarry the following items
in the quantities indicated below:

(1) 21 IT,

2 Th-1e per company headquarters.

1 Th1 per platoon headquarters.

1 TA-312 per company hesdgquarters.

200 moters communication wire per Flt. headgquarters.
400 meteras commmnication wire per Co. headquarters

800 meters commmication wire per Bn. hegdquarters.

1 Air Panel per fire team

1 starlight ecope, mounted and ¢arried on M-16 per Plt.
12 nylon stretchers per Companye

(2) Clgss IV,
a}) 1 file per platoon

b) 1 machete per squad
o) 1 grepling hook per company.

MmO MDD TR

Ve
9 claymore mines per company
1200 rounds, linked, ?tﬁﬂ' par M-60.
; 150 rounds, 60mm mortar per companys
1 E-8 gas lguncher per platoon.
1 trip flare per fire team.
6 grenades, hand, smoke, yellow per TACP.
6 grenades, hand, smoke yellow per vompany hesdquarters
4 grenades, hand, smolke yellow per platoon headguartars.
2 grenades, hand smoke, yellow per squad.
2 esch, illumination grenade/GSC/RSC/WSP par Plt.
and Battalion Hesdquarteras.
20 pounds, C-4 par platoom.
50 feat, time fuse per platoon.
15 blasting caps, non-electric per platoon.
72 LAMW'a, 1-3.5 rocket launcher, 4-%.5 WP rounds per
Company.

9. Commgnd gnd Communicgtions,

a. Commgnd Group Alpha,
Commanding Officer w/Radio Operator
9-3 w/ Radio Operator
2-4 w/ Redio Operator
ALO w/ 2 Radio Operators
8-2

Ao o

¥
4
Hﬂwrauﬁwnhn
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81mm Mortar Platoon Commander w/ Radio Operatar
Communications Officer

Sergeant Majar

2 Journal Clerks

Regimental Tac #1 Radio Operator

Regimental Tac #2 Radio Operator

Battalion Tao #1 Radio Operator

Battglion Tac #2 Radlo Operator

One Corpeman

One utility Radio Operatar

Co B
Executive Officer
S=3 Alpha

8=2 Chiaf

g-1

S=4

Chaplin

HST Taam

Acmorer

Battalion Surgeon

Battalion Tac #1 Redio Operator.
Battalion Tac #2 Radio Operator
Regimental Tac #1 Radio Operator

Both Command Groups will initially move with Company "L" on

EEP;I,
1 Commencae and Cease FIF.

a) Company "I", Red Star Cluster.
b) Company "L", White Star Cluater,
¢) Company "M", Green Star Cluster.
(2) Yellow Smoke ~ Mark friendly lines and/or IZ.
3) Red Star Cluster - Enemy contact.
4) BHed Smoke -~ Enemy Position.
5) WP - Enemy Fosition.

Bmphasis use of Med Bvac fregquency (45.7) once Med Evac has been
suammoned on TACP Net.

ANNEX®ES:

ks
B,

Cs

Oparation Overlay.
Intelligence (not ineluded).
Heli-Borne Assult Plan (not included)

D. Fire Suppart Overlay (not included).
R.F. FINDLAY JR. J« W. MARSH
Major, U.S. Marine Corpe Lieutenant Colonel
S-3 Commanding
46
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Map: Vietnam 1:50,000, AMS Sheet 6442 IV 13

Ig. <
Pl GREEFN
OFFL J. W, MARSH
s lieutenant Colomel
U8 Marine Corpe

R. F. FINDLAY JR. Commanding

Hﬂjﬁ!‘, U3 Marine ﬂ-ﬂrpﬂ

5=3

4T

Enclosure (1)



DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
34 Battalion, 3d Marines
3d Mgrine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, Californis 96602

JWM/BDA
25 May 68

From: Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines
To: Comuanding General, 3d Marine Division.
Via: Commanding Off icer, 9th Marine Regiment

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report

Ref: Ea; 9th Marines Frag Order 20-68 (Operation Kentucky).

BEcl: (1) 34 Battalion Operation Order 9-68. (excluded)
1. Code name not assigned (Operation Kentucky).
2. of ion. O530H 6 May 68 to 0430H 18 May 68.

Ta Locat Quang Tri Province, Gio Linh ‘!ﬂ:]:lm‘l‘-ﬂr, Area. boundeA hr
GL upper left GL 1572, upper right GL 2272, lower left GL 1564 and lower
right GL 2264.

d. Task zation.

3d Battalion, 3d Marines

1 Helicopter Support Team, Company C, 3d Shore Farty Bat-talion.
1 Scout Dog Team, H&S Company, 34 MP Battalion.

4 FO Teams, Battery C, 1st Battalion, 12th Marines.

1 Interpreter, III MAF

Detachment Engineers, Company C, 3d "ngineer Battalion.

2 Scout Sniper Teams, H&S Company, 9th Marines.

5. Supporting Forces.

a. Alr Support,
1. Fixed wing combat aircraft were used in two dif-ferent roles

during the operation.

a. Direct Air Support. BSupport conducted durimg the gécond
day of the operation which was not close to friendly troops. This typ®
of support was directed by an AQ againat targets of opportunity in areas
vhare friendly troops were eventually to sweep through.

b. Close Air Support. This type of support was primarily
used during the rest of the operation. It was primarily A0 controlled

48 Enclosure (1)
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with A10/FAC Team providing some sdjustment upon oeccasion which wae re-
layed through the A. Ordnance vas dropped within such vlose proximity
to friendly troops that careful control of the fixed wing alreraft was
vital to prevent injuries to friendly forces.

¢. The main problem encountered in the use of fixed wing
alreraft was the regction time required in getting miroraft on station.
In most cases, from 45 minutes to an hour were required before fixed wing
were on station. This is too long a time when a unit is on the move as
it denies that unit gome of ite flexebllity by causing it to hold up and
walt for fixed wing to be run.

2. Helicopters.

a. £All resupply was conducted by helicoptars during the
ocperation. One flight of helicopter gunships was used during the operation.

3. Combat Air Support Missions.
6 May 68: Negative Alr Support

T May 68:
Heliborne 212 controlled by Catlkdller 10 at YD 205648. BDA,
25 moters of trench line destroyed. Two structures destroyed.

Iovebug 317 controlled by Catkiller 10 at YD 197648. HDa, 2
fighting holes destroyed. Two AW positions destroyed.

Lovebug 319 controlled by Catkiller 10 at YD 197648. BDA, 5
fighting holas destroyed. One gecondary explosion.

Hellborne 522 controlled by Pingerprint 51 at YD 207643. BDA,
1 AW position destroyed, One AW position damaged.

Hellborne 557 controllad by Catkillar 10 at YD 21364%. BDA, 1
structure, 2 fighting holes destroyed. One secondary explesion.

Hellborne 558 controlled by Catkiller 10 at YD 209653. BDA,
2 gtructures and two fighting holes destroyed.

Hellborne 561 controlled by Catkiller 10 at YD 197€48. BDA,
one AW position damaged. Two fighting holes destroyed.

8 My 68:
Hellborne 505 controlled by Catkiller 17 at YD 1B66. BDA,

negative.

Ring neck 509 controlled by Catkiller 15 at YD 1866. TBDA,
one kKilled by mir.
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Tide 0F controlled by Catkiller 46 gt YD 1765. DDa, 2
bunkers and 3 fighting holes destroyed.

Hellborne 235 vontrallsd by Catkiller 45 at YD 175655. BDA,
o bunker destroyed.

Hellberne 506 controlled by Catkiller 17 at YD 1866, BDA,
negativo.

Hellborne 5567 controlled by Southern Oscar at YD 1866. BDA,
negative,

9 Hay 68:
Seawor thy 4-1 and 4-2 controlled by Catkiller 15 at YD 1764.
BDA, negative.

Hellborne 543 controlled by Catkiller 15 at YD 16R4. BDA,
one kdlled by air.

10-11 May 6B: Fggative Air Sunport.

12 Mpy 68:

Ringneck 511 controllsd by Catkiller 44 at YD 1566, B4,
2 bunkers damaged and 4 fighting holes destroyed.

Lovebug 308 controlled by Catkiller 10 at YD 174668. TWBDA,
2 bunkers destroyed and sne secondary explosion and fire.

13-18 May 68: Negagtive Air Support.

b. Artillery upport, Turing this operation much emphasis was placed
on saturation rreparation firea, However, many of the mig3iions were
adjusted, hoth prevaration fires and tamgets of opportunity.

6 68.

(1) Preparation fires were used extensively utilizing the fire
support plan which was part of the 9th Marineas Frag Order 20-68.

EE} This ma'sive gaturation preparation fire covering grids 1569,
1649, 17639, 1849, 1568, 1668, 1778 and 1858 was fired by our direct
supvort batteries of the 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines, general support
batteries of the 4th Battalion, 12th Mgrines, Army batteries of the 1st
Battalion, 40th Artillery and "hiskey bgtteries of the 1st and 2nd Batt-
alions of the 12th Mawines. Total expenditure of rounds on this particulasr
preparation fire was over 1270 rounds,

(3) Throughout the day, targets of opportunity wers fired by

direct support batterien,

&n Enc iosure 1 1)
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(4) Fight defensive fires were adjusted in by the direct support
batteries.

T May 68.

(1) Mjusted preparation fires were utilized in support of ground
movements. Supressive preparation fires handled by general support also
rare vaod.

(2) Direct support batteries fired on 10 and 15 FVA respectively
at YD 186689 and YD 185681. Batteries "E" and '"F", 2nd Battalion, 12th
Marines responded with timely and accurate fire. Coverage of the target
areas was cxcellent.

‘?5] Might defensive fires were fired in by the Direct Support
Batterien.

EEGE-

(1) Suppressive fires were hosvily utilized to facilitate a
change of patrel bases. In addition to tho suppressive fires, adjusted
preparation fires werc uscd extonsively.

(2) Battery '"Fv, 2nd Battalinn, 12th Marinos fired on 12 NVA
in tho opon at YD 188665 with unknown rosults. Later heavy contact was
mado at YD 171661 with Battory "3, 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines as the
firing Battery. Larss numbors of rounds wero oxpendod with excollont
effoct on the targcts. 'hile moving in this arca the Battalion took
botweon 250-300 cnomy rounds of artillery and mortars. Countor batter
firod by genoral support was not eff-ctive. An cnomy mortar at YD 180657
waa firod on by Battory "F", 2nd Battalion, 12th Marincs with unknown
rogults. Tho dircet support Battalion, 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines was used
to noutralize cnomy contsct at YD 184656.

(3) Fight dzfcnsive firos were shot by direct support Battalion
vhich wore used throughout tho night to suppress onomy movement. A scarch
tho noxt morning discloscd no NVA bodics.

9 May 68,

(1) Again, a massivo proparation firc was use? to saturato gride
YD 1665, 1765, 1666, and 1766 in proparation for movomont.

(2) Battery"E", 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines fired on 1°-15 NVA in
the spen at YD 177641. Another group of 40 NVA were spotted at YD 179645
and consequently this mission was given to the AC. Coordination between
the A0 and artillery could have been better gt this time.

(%) & TOT was fired on YD 160640 using the direct support Batt-
alion., TheY fired a battalion 2 (2 rounds) with one repeat, target cever-
age was excellent.

(4) Night defensive fires were utilized and adjusted by the direct

support battalion.
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10 Mgy 68.

(1) Adjusted preparation fires were utilized in support of smaller
units workdng out of the patrel base.

(2) Targets of opportunity included bunkers, living quarters and
suspected enemy positions. The Direct Support Battalion handled the fire
missions on these targets.

3) HAL fires submitted from this position.

4) Fight defensive fires were retained from the previous night.
Probings at YD 180645 wy 5-10 NVA were repulsed by firing several of our
night defensive fireas.

11 68

(1) Preparation fires consisted mainly of adjusted preparatory
fires end targets of opportunity. Fiwe (5) FVA were sighted at YD 161648,
They were fired upon with unlnown results.

(2) The same night defensive fires were retained from the prea
vious night.

12 May 68.

(1) Pow targets of omncrtunity were fired this day.

(2) Wight dofensivo fires were adjusted using Batteries "T",
"E" and "F" of tha 2nd Battelion, 12th Marines and Battery "C", 1st Batt-
alion, 40th Artillery, UsA.

(3} Targets of opportunity included bunkors, known enemy positions
and sugspected mssembly arcas. Later, night defensive fires were used %o
noutralize encmy probings.

(1) “lorking out of their latost patrol base, all FO's utilizod
adjusted proparation firos and taxgets of opportunity during their day-
tim~ activitios, Tho diret support batteries plus batterics frem
genoral support continuod to pound known enomy positiena, bunkors, and
assnmbly arcas. There was an 2vcellent covorage of targets on all missions.

(2) WNight Aefensive fires were retalned from the previsus night.

14 May 68.

(1) Preparation fires and suppression fires were used te shield
friendly units as they continued to search the area gnd destroy bunkers.

(2) 'ight defensive fires were retained from the previeus night.
1 68.

(1) A 15 minute saturation preperation fire by both direct sup—
port and general support batteries wa: lmown to have destruyed 4 bunkers.
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Other adjusted preparation fires used in support of daytime sctivities

came from general support Due to the cperation beginning to our west,
direct support was not available and consequently we required many

general support batteries that are slower to respond. Might defensive
fires were retained from the previous night and HAI fires were submitted.

16 May 68,

(1) Saturation preparation fires were fired in sdvance of units
moving eut of the patrol base. Blocking fires were fired by the last
elements legving the night position.

(2) Might defensive fires were adjusted and HAI fires were sub-
mitted.

#T HLT 55_-

(1) Two saturation preparation fires of 30 and 60 minutes dur-
ation preceded the movement ont of the patrol base. There was an ex-
cellent coverage of target on both preparation fires from direct end

general au;p?urt.

{2 TMrect support batteries improved thelr reaction time on
targetes of opportunity.

(3) Night defensive fires were adjusted for the remaining
companies that night.

18 68

(1) In order to accomplish a stealthful move back to the A-3
Position under the cover of darkness no scheduled or adjusted missions
were called. Throughout the operation this command was extremely satis-
fied with the overall artillery support. ™ith the exception as noted above
artillery did a fine job in supporting the battalion. There were times
when they could have been faster, but the velume of fire was impressive.
The massive proparation fire of 6 May 68 in which 1200 rounds were expended
was indicative of the volums of fire we reccived. Throughout the operation
more than 16,000 rounds woere expondod.

(2) Units providing support,

705 MM - Bﬂ.tt:gj' "D, 2nd Bn, 12th Marines
Battory "E"y 2nd Bn, 12th Marines
Battory "F", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines
Battery "H", 3rd Bn, 12th Marinecs
Battery "A", 18t Bn, 40th A-tillery, USA
Battery "B", 18t Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
Battery "C", 1at Bn, 40th Artillery, USA

4.2 M -
Battery /", 1st Bn, 12th Marines
Battory '"/", 2nd Bn, 12th Marinos
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155Mm4  Bgttery "EM, 4th Bn, 12th Marines
Battey ", 4th Bn, 12th Marines
Battery “Mv, 4th Bn, 12th Marines

6. Intsllizence, Prior to the start of the operation, intelligence re-
ports indicated large enemy units in Leathermeck Square. The order of
battle ghowed the 52nd Regirment, 320th Division to be operating in the
southern portion of Iegtherneck Square along with the 64th Regiment, 320th
Division and elements of the 27th Independent Battalion. Heavy contactas
by other Marines and MVY units in the southern part of leatherneck Square
verified the presence of large enemy units. The enemy was supported by
artillery and chose to stay and fight from well dug in positions. Iuring
the cperation there were light contacte and a heavy contact was gained

on 8 May 68 with an estimated NVA Company. Although mo larger elements
ware encountered, the bunker complex®s, number of weapons ceptured, enemy
equipment and supplies found confirmed the presence of large units operating
in the ares. One of the enemy groups emcountered at YD 152671 was a
socurity clement guerding a large base camp. The unit was supported by
grtillery gnd adjusted spproximately 500 rounds on our attacking forces.

Two prisonera of war stated they were from tho 3rd Co., 927th Bn,
34th fegt. of the Ba Vi River Division and the 2nd Co, 3Tth Bn, of the
Bach Dang Mivision respoctively.

The torraln botwean the 71 and 66 grid lines in loatherneck Square sre
charactorizod by extromely heavy vegotation offering excellent conceal-
ment from air and ground observation. Cross country mevemont is limited
to soveral intorscceting trails brokon by infrequont gtresma and lowland
marah. The heoavily vogotated draws and gredual slopes offer little
vantilation or r-licf from hoat: The rate of movement through these
areas during the summer monthe will aversge between 200-300 meters per
hour. Grids 1778, 1769, 1870 and 1869 offer the greatest restriction to
movement. The eaat-west stresms are reesdily forded by frot troops with
the exception of the stresm betwveen Truc Son and Route 4,

WVA forcas could egally operate in this grea in strengtha up to and
including ™Mvision level without detection from alr. Wrideonce points to
the fact that VA elements in this area favor the heavily wooded draws
located in close to fresh water and routes of night ingress and agreas,
Tha positions were not eustghlished for ccordinagted, mutually supporting,
defensive positions but spread out ovver a large mres. Tha enemy positlions
were constructed as living bunkers as opposed to fighting holes offar-
ing good observation gnd fields of fire. Fighting holes and trenchlines
are located on higher ground in position to command the approsches into
the harbor sites. Ildving bunkers far outnumbar the fighting holes. Con-
struction and staging of supplies and arms was deliberate and sppeeara
to have becn accomplishod over tht past 2 months. A basic sketch of the
organizetion of ono of tho comploxne i3 anclosod.

North-9%uth infiltration apprars to have boon conductoed via the follow-

route: YD's 145725, 143708, 187655, 162683, 1736872, 180662 and 159660, An
cstimatnd MVA Rogimont was assomblod in en claborate complex of
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small pockets in the vicinity of the following coordinateay YD 174664,
YD 177671, 172654, 179655, 17%663 and 183667,

Tarr &

River Crossings;

YD 169712 Water knee high, good water point year round.
YD 173696 ‘“later knee high, good water point.

YD 172671 ‘later point would d4ry up in hot weather.

YD 157659 GCood water point year arcund.

YD 191702 “ater Foint

YD 172670 Stream,; water point.

YD 188707 Good water point.

YD 203667 Good water point year around,

D 198663 Good water point, stream good running water.

Vagetation.

YD 1871 High vegetation, scrub brush, fast moving deployable area.

YD 1970, YD 1971 Vegetation moderately thick, does not hamper move-
ment, goes into flat area with hedgerows. After cressing river at YD
191702 brush becomes very thick. FPeddy areas.

YD 1968 Slightly thick, there are paddy areas and fields »f elephant

ET asE .

YD 1879 Fields of elephant grass. At YD 185695 it gete thicker with a
6 to 15 foot canopy.

YD 1668 Partly clesr with occasional hedgerows, toward bottom of grid it
gets thicker. Tall grass and sparse groups of traes.

YD 1A64 Brush, knee to walst high, easy movemant, gets thicler near
bottom of grid, hard navigation.

YD 1760 Good movement, mostly clear area with little btrush, heavier brush
toward southeast corner of grid.

Th 1647 Light and moderately thick foliasge covers most of high ground.
TD 1764 Terrain is moderately thick with many small slopes, western
part of grid ha some thick brush.

Y? 1766 Torrain is slightly thick, many trails, movement is good.

YD 1765 Moderately thick, hilly, low brush, many good ambush sites, good
wvater points, large draw.

YD 1866 Hilly, moderate brush, small paddy arca in middle of draw.

YD 2066, 2165 Tasy movement, flat area, light brush in most of arca.

YD 1769 Thiek, lots of undorbrush and olaphant grass.

T« Yission.

ge At H-Hour, D-Tay attack and scizo Rogimental Objective "A".

b. Continuc Attack on order to seclze Rogimental Objeotives "D" and
wpn,

¢. Dolibarately destroy all installations in zone of aotion.
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8. t of arat

&+ Commencing at H-Hour soize Rogimontal Objoctive “A™ with one (1)
reinforcod company.

b. At H + % hour soize Rattaliwu Thicowive #1 with ome (1) rein-
forcod company.

0. Upon seizure of Rogimental Objective "A" roinforce with ona (1)
company (roin) and Battalion Command Group and cstablish a two (2)
company dofonsive poerimoter.

d. Jpoan seizure of Battalion Objective ¥ consolidate a company
defensiveo porimotor.

a. Conduct gmbush -atrols at last light on D-Day and contimue the
atteck to seize Battalion Objective #2 at first light on D-Day + 1.

9, Exscutien.

a. Change *1 (9th Marines msg 052200H May 68) to 9th Marines Frag
Ordor 20-68 was reccived directing the 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines to se-
cure Objoctivos "A" and "D in tho zono of action formerly assigned to
the 1at Battalion, Sth Cavalry, lat Air Cavalry Division. A4s the Battallon
swapt the zone south from A-3 to tho northern ridges of the Cam Lo Valloy
othor Marine units from A-4, C-2, C-2B and C-3 ware to furnish scrooning
and blocking activities to tho west along Route # 561. Companies "IV,
"L and ™" warcs bricfod and otharwise propared for doparture from A-%
at H-Hour catablished at 0530H on 6 68.

On D=Day Rerimontal Objoctive "A" (YD 187699 and Battalion Objoctivo
#1 (YD 173698) wero secured by Companios "I" and "M" respectively by
1200H at which timo Company "L precesded ground Company "I"'s western
flank erroute to Battalion Objective #2 at (YD 177687). By 1400H oxtrome
hoat and thick vogotation hed passcd a sorious deterent to continuo
movomint. Yhile pushing through heavy brush in the vicinity of YD 182695
gnroute to Cbjective #2, the load clomonts of Company "I” encountored
twe (2) ¥VA slooping noar a sorics of living bunkera.

Tha MVA ware engaged as thoy attemptod to withdraw from tho evos
and killed by small arms. Simultancously Company "I" olomenta wore en-—
gagod from msoveral concealod positions and wore forced to withdraw behina
a scrocn of CS gas layed down by an E-8 launcher., Sovoranl hoat casualtiocs
woro incurrod as a result of the oxtrome temporature coupled with a
roquiremont to don gns masks to counteract the offects of the CS Gas.
Cempany "I" was dirccted to hold up and consolidate a night position in
tha vicinity of YD 184699 while Company "L" continuoed on to seize Object-
ive #2 without incidont prior to last light.

Company "M" remained in position at Objectlva #f.sas planned on tho
night »f D-Day. Company "M" roccived hoavy probas on the linos botwoon
062200H and OT0400H, Zhomy clomonts woro ongeged on throo (3) oconsions.
A scarch ef the sres conducted by Company "™™" at firet light rovealod one
(1) prisenor of wer capturod while aslecp not more than 100 metors from
a Company '"M" listoning Post. 'hilc scarching the aroa of tho prubos g
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socond NVA was obsarved mov rapidly away from the poeition and was
killed by small arms, Two (2) individugl woapons woro capturod along
with several items of NVA gear end Company "M" proceeded to Objective
#2 as planned without incident.

Company "I'' was directed to establish a bloocking position in the
vicinity of YD 188685 to cover the movement of Company "I" to Objeotive
#2, Yhile moving to the assigned position at OTOB30H the 2nd Platoon of
Company "L" made contsct with an estimated squad of NVA at YD 179687. The
enemy withd-ew rapidly as the Battalion employed close air support and
artiliery in support of the engaged platoon. At 0930H the KVA were once
azain encountered by the 2nd Platoon of Company "L" approximastely 200 metere
east of the first contact. The enemy withdrew immediately upon conteot.
Two (2) friendly WIA (med evacs) were susteined and no enemy KIA's were
confirmed.

A 1310H on the afternoon of D+1 Company "I" while closing on Object-
ive #2 was heavily engaged by a squed size element of NVA at YD 182692,
The point elements returned g heavy volume of fire on the enemy position.
The enemy withdrew and Company "I" employed ertillery and air strikes to
cover the evacuation of casualties, prenare Objective #5 and Regimental
Objective D for continuation of the atteck. Enemy artillery fire ocon-
tinued to hammer the Battalion elements on Objective #4 along with 60mm
and 82m mortars. Counter-battery measures gppeared to be ineffective,

Summary of Battalion Frag Order 9b-58

Companies "I" and "M" were directod to continue the attack on Object-
ive #5 and M at 1650H, with Company "I" moving on the right flank in the
vicinity of Company "1" previous engegement and Company "M" moving on the
left flank up the draw at YD 174670,

As the Companies messumod attapk formations and moved southeast on the
forward slopes of Hill #36, enamy artillery fires increased in intensity
inflioting heavy casuglties on Company "I". Company "M" continuwed the
attack on the left flank with lesser resistance, Company "1I" was shifted
to the left flank to move in trace of Company "M" in order to avoid what
appeared to be registered enemy defonsive fires bloocking the avenue of
approach betwaen YD 173F70 and YD 172662, As Company "M" pushed forward
resistance incroased on the left flank, mortars, artillery and small
arms fire were encountered with increasing intensity. Company "M"
continued to atteck toward defensible ground in the vicinity of YD 177668,
The. ground was defended by gpproximagtely 65 NVA, Company "M" quickly
formod for the amssult and the enemy were physically routed from the area
and withdrow toward Objective "D", Continous grtillery and air etrikes
wore called on the withdrawing onomy as Companiocs "I" and "1V consolidatod
a two (?) company night defensive position. Just prior to last light air
strikes were oalled within 100 meters of the friendly linca. Coxpany
WI' and the Bravo Command Group remained on Objective #4 on tho night
of ™2, and were subjected to enemy mortars and artillery until dark.
Although it was not possiblo to accurately estimato onomy mortar rounds
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and srtillery roceived, it was genarally sgreed that in excess of 500
artillory rounds and epproximately the same number of morters were
deliverod on friaendly units by the NVA. Fricndly losses included 9 EKId's
and ¥4 WIA'a throughout the day. FEhemy casumlties were not yet deter-
mined at last light.

Surmsry of Frag Order 9¢-68.

Company "L" was directed to proceed at first light to Regimental
Objective "F" gt YD 162643 with the Battelion Bravo Command Group.

Company "M" was directed to sweep the area of contact and seize Tegimental
Mbjective "D" with Company "I" following in trece commencing at 0530H on
D + 3. Upon secizure of Objective "I" both companies were to close on
Regimental Objective "F" with Company "L" prior to last light on D + 3.

Co "M" while sweoping tho area of the D + 2 contact discovered
oleven (11) NVA EIA's and several individusl and crow sarvod wespons as
wall as the most alaborately propared positions yet ancountored by the
Rattalion during Operation ¥ontucky. It was apparcont that at loast a
Battalion size unit had opposed the movement of the Battalion on D+2.
After comnleting the sesarch of the area Companies "I" and '"M" closed on
and consolidated Regimental Objective "F". Company "L" while closing
on Objective "F" discovered an NVA ambush (squad size) apparently oriented
to engage Companies "I" and "M" approaching from the east, Company "L"
immediately deployed and brought the NVA under fire, causing the NHVA
to withdraew while sustaining two (2) WVA KIA'e (confirmed). In that
Regimental Objeciive "F" was not located on defensible terrain a Bettalion
position was established at YD 173645.

Much difficulty was experienced in consolidating the Battalion Foait-
ion and conducting resupply a5 n result of haagvy fighting nesrby at YD
178645, taking plape between the 1st Battalion, 26th Marines ant a well
entrenched FVi force. Swaell gres and sachine gua firs frow this gonfept
made the forward mlopee of the Battslion poeition unisnghle until skortly
before lawt light.

Search and destroy operationa conducted on D+4 and D45 confirmed
aarliar indicstions of extensive enemy harbor sites and supplv caches
to the immediate north of Objective "F". It was in this conncection that
Frag Order 94-68 was issued directing Company "M’ to gecure s vatrol
bess in the vicinity of YD 157662 while Companies "L" and "I" satablighed
a Battalion (-) Btrong point patrol base in the vicinity of WD 168657.
The movement was completed without incidence and positions were estsblished
as intended by 1400H on I46.

During the period D+7 thru D+8 gll companies cohducted exctensive
pearch and destroy operations within a 2,000 meier radius of the patrol
bases. It was not until this time that the actual extent of the XFs o9
posl ticne was realized. Supply caches, harbor gites, weapons ond flghting
pogitions discovered clearly confirmed the recant obcupation of the
area by an estimated 3 to 5 NVA Battalions in a general area bousd by
a site located at YD 177671, 1T4664, 175663 172654 and 176AGE% Cowmpany
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"M" aleo dipcovered an extensive bunker complex and supply cache at YD
160670 which was partially destroyed by recent Aro-lights evidence
elearly indicated the NVA inourred heavy losses of personnel and equipment
and evecuated the poeitions in great haste leaving behind an impreseive
collection of emmunition, wespons snd supplies.

Evidence equally point to the fact that positions located in the
vicinity of Objectives # and # were hastily evaouated during the
attack by Companies "IL" gnd '"M" on 8 May 68, Although the search and
destroy operations conducted between D+7 and D49 netted an impressive
collection of enemy wegpone and equipment as well as evidence of heavy
caoualtion, there was no evidence of major enemy elements remaining in
ithe immediate area.

D+10, and D+12 were devoted to limited search and destroy missions
in conncction with the Battmlions movement to the A-3 Position via YD

212692, 183700 and 196716.

10. Results,

a+ F¥riendly losses included 9 KIA's and 41 WIA's and 45 non battle
casualties Med Eveps. Non battle casualties were primarily due to heat
disorders, 32 non battle casualties were returned to the field for duty.
b. Fnemy losses included 41 confirmed KIA's and 3 prisoners of war.
A total of 361 bunkers (inoluding a battelion aid station), e well and
3 ammunition dumps were discovered and destroyed. 121 individual and

19 crew served weapons were csptured.
¢. The following weapons and equipment wezre captured)

12 AR-47 'a 28 SKs's

01 Sniper Rifle w/scope 01 Sniper Rifle Case

11 30 Caliber Carbines US 14  M-16 Rifles

06 M-1 Rifles 02 Thompson Submachine Guns
05 Browning Auto. Rifles o1 Grease Gutn

22 MAT-498 (French) 08 Chinese Auto., Rifles

o7 Chinese Burp Guns 01 Soviet T7.62 Sub-Mach., Gun
01 M-79 CGrenade Lsuncher 38 AK-47 Magazines

06 M-16 Magazines T4 hssorted Magazines

01 30 Cals Carbine Mag.

Crew Served Wespons.

09 RPD Light Machine Guns

01 12.7 Soviet Heavy Machine Gun w/sight

02 50 Cal. Hogvy Machine Guns

01 T7.62 Heavy Machine Gun

C3 50 Cal. Tripods

03 50 Cal. T&E Machanisma

01 7.62 ChiCom Heavy Machine Gun Type 5T w/tool kit, rciwe
barrel and bi-pods.
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RFG-T Launcher

60pm Mortar bi-pods

60mm Mortar base plates
60mn Mortar Tubes

60mm Mortar Sights

50 Cal. Machine Cun ring sight
82nm Mortar aiming stakes
82mm Mortar base plate
82mm Mor tar bi-pod

Irum magazines

60mm Mortar Cleaning Rods
RFG-2 launcheras

Small Arms Ammunition.

180 Rounde 5.56mm
01 Hug- T « H2mm crimped cartridges
6596 Rounds 50 Cal.
1525 FRounds T.62mm (linked)
500 SKS Rounds
670 Rounds 30 Cal. (linked)
500 Rounds Smm
Mines.
38 DH=10 claymore minea
21 TH-46 AT mines
39 Z-10 AP Mines
Munitions.
50 Can increments
42 RPG-2 Charges
03 RPG-T Charges
76 RPG rounds
22 RFE =T rounds
233 60mm mortar rounds (NVA)
771 82mm mortar rounds
01 60mm mortar rounds (US)
05 LaaW's
12 B2om Recoiless Rifle rounds
04 B2om Illumingtion rounds
01 57mm Recoliless Rifle round (cannister)
o7 Smole grenades
11 Bangalore Torpedoes (homemade)
218 Chi Com Grenades
0T Fragmentation Rifle Crenades
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24 Shape charge Rifle Grenades

Demp litions,

380 Fuses 8 LBa THT

1235 Blasting Caps 50 PFeet Time Fuse
500 Feet Detonating Cord 353 Primers
Communication Enuipment.

05 Batteries
250 Feet Commmnication wire

01 OHM meter

02 Wire Cuttars

01 Siren

02 Bags electrical equipment and radio parts

Modical nt.

04 Unit one type medical bags
03 Firat Aid Paclets

Engineer Squipment,

10 Mgohettes

11 Picks

03 Shovels

24 Intrenching Tools

04 Sawe

Individusl Fguipment.

16 Steel Helmets

06 Sets amssorted clothing

18 Packs

0f Sete miscellaneous cooking equipment
91 Gas Masks

02 HRubber Recoil Pads for Rifle
03 Pair NVA Sneskers

08 Ponchos

01 Wriat Watch

05 Packages Chewing Tobacco

01 Leather Belt

0% Rice Bags

05 Mosgquito Nets

09 Hammocks

#1 RPG Pack

10 Chi Com Crenade Pouches
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Car tridge Belts
Binoculgr Cases

Canteens
Shelter Halfe

KR8

i
[1V]

mmﬂllgﬂﬂuﬂ-

6555 Lbs Rice 0% 011 Cans
02 Rifle Grenade Attachments 01 Typewritar
02 NVA Flags

01 Chinese Flags
15 PFeet rope
05 Assorted documents

11. Mministrgtive Matters,
as. Supply.

(1) The prescribed loads for the operation were significantly
reduced as a result of extremé heat conditions anticipated. Certain
oritical items of resupply such as water and Class V were prestaged on the
LSA, to compensate for the reduced individual losds. ( See parsgraph 4
of enclommre (1).

(2) Resupply sources were generally responsive in meeting a wide
range requirements levied during the contact of the operation. HYowever
delivery means were found on several occasions to be non-communicative,
infléxible and lacking in initiative. Consistant with past experiemnce 1t
was noted the LS4 either ignores or eanmnot adhere to the supply delivary
priorities established by the Battalion Commander, even though the
Battalion Commander had clearly establighed his resupply priorities with
his S-4 (rear) in Dong Ha, these priarities were frequently disregarded
for no apperent reason. On one cccasion resupply was scheduled for O7T00H
in order to distribute rations and complete the major troop movement
prior to the hottest hours of the day.

The helicopter echeduls for this lift was not avallable at the time
requested. Rather than diverting asnother air craft with a lesser priority
the Battalion was regquired to remain in position until 1000H awalting
resupply. During the pericd no effective attempt was made at the LSA
to appraise the Battalion as to the status on delivery. Consequently
the Battalion was unghle to commence ite required movement until 1145H re=
sulting 1in s definite decrease in effectivensss as a result of extrome
heat conditions which could have been avoided., It is worthy to note
savergl external losds were delivered to C-1 and A-3 whils the Battalion
romained in position awaiting resupply.

(3) Delivery helicopters made no consistant affort to advise
attached HST personnel as to the composition of payloads. Consequently,
during periods when rifle companies were operating from seperated patrol
bases, personnel and materials were unloaded in other than the deagired LZ.
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Evan whan communicgtions were clesrly established betwesn HIT and the
delivery helicepter, instructions and LZ marking were ignored, further
compounding problems associated to personnel and supply distribution in
the field. These difficulties and several others not mentionsd sbove un-
duly affect the ability of the maneuver element command to arrive at a
clear estimgte of the situgtion. There is an obvious requirement foxr

¢ loper communications and coordination between the manusver Battalion, the
ISA and the DASC (HD), if the maneuver elements are to be afforded the
flexability required for success in combat. The Shore Party Battalion
must elther remseess 1ts internal fun>tloning or restate its professed

ﬂﬂp-ﬂlﬂi -

t{#:‘ A final point in helicopter resupply is the pericdic lack
of sensitivity of the pilot to the nature of the LZ and man on the
ground. On three seperate occasions the helicopter external load was
dragged on the ground pricr to release.

Full plastic water bottles and cans were destroyed and the preciocus
water gpilled. On other occesions the pilot landed at some distance from
where the HST had indicated, blowing over command post shelter, ralsing
clouds of dust and necessitating an extensive trip for the supplies to
the desired supply point.

b. HMgintengnce.

(1) ¥o particular problems were experienced in this sres con-
sidered worthy of mention. The Battalion brought a Radioc Technician
(2841) to the field and experienced a marked increase in radio and tele-
phone operation mnd religbility.

¢, Treatment and Evgcuation of Casualties.

(1) T™e Battalion eurgeon sccompanied the Battalion (=) to the
fleld which significantly contributed to the welfare of sick and wounded
in the field.

(2) When casualties are Med Evaced it is frequently the case
that 782 gear, wogpons, etc., carried by Mad Evats was not able to be
losded on helicopters with the Med Evaced personnel due to space/woight
limitationas. This necessitiates loading personnel in the maneuver element
with additional gear, which reduces mobility and proportionately increogses
non battle casuslties due to heat and exhaustion.

d. Communications.

(1) During the operation continious communicgtions was maintain-
aed by the Battalion with all subordinate units and with gll stations
monitoring required nets.

(?) The field expedient switchboard consisting of 5 line packs
soldered in an empty SB-22 operators pack served as sn pdequate sub-
stitute for the hegvier and unmobile 3B 22 switchboard. Wire communications
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was used g8 the primary mane of comsmnicetions in sach of the patrol hunf
dofensive positions voccupied during the cperation.

(3) Two AN/PRC-25 radios were destroyed by hostile forces, but
ware rngid.ly repleced from a resupply dump pre-ataged at the Dong Ha
L3SA on D-1.

(4) Interference on assigned frequencies resulted in garbled
communications on several cccasions. Am an example Hapety Foot (2nd
Battalion, 26th Marines) is aseigned the same frequencies as the 3d Bn.,
3rd Marines. On several cccasions transmissions with Battalion unite in
contact have been inte*upted and gsrbled as a result of Hasty Foot tran-
smigsions. This area ies of most immadiate concern snd should be remedied.
A8 a result of the loss of a AN/PRC-25 radio during Company "1"'s contaot
of £ May 68 the Battalion was mssigned a spare frequency 59.45. This
frequency was continously interfered with by "Chipper Shark" which is
apperently the call sign of a convoy control element. Med Svac fre-
quencies also interfered with transmissions on the Battallon primery net.

e» Mediogl Evaluation.

(1) Heat casualties were in a large number of cases, personnel
with less than one month in country. Several of the heat casualties
evacuated were personnel previously evacuated for the same reasons. Each
heat casualty experienced during the cperation is being re-evaluated
with an eye toward reducing similar problems in the future.

12. Specisl Hjuipment gnd Technigues.

a. Dog teams were extremely effective in locating congealed bunkers
and supply storage ereas.

13. Commanders nalysis.

ae The operation was generally termed to be a complete success in
reference to equipment, wespons and smmunition captured or deatroyed.
Even though it was not possible to confirm the actual number of WVA
killed during the course of the cperation there is little dowbt that
enemy personnel losses were far in excess of the 41 NVA, KIA' s confirmed
by body count. This assumption was based on the umusual numiber of weapons
and geer left behind by the NVA personnel occupying the posit lons attacked
by Companies "L" and ™" gt YD 175665 and YD 178667. A search of the area
of contact uncovered in excesa of 50 fresh graves and posititve evidence
that numerous dead or wounded personnel hed been removed from the area.

b. It was generally agreed that the units encountered in the 1766,
1866, 1765 and 1865 grids were assembled for a forthcoming a ttack.
Enemy equipment recovered clearly indicated enemy intentions to mine rosds
and ambush wvehioular convoys. Upon completion of the search it was
generally concluded that the major elements formerly in this ares had
withdrgwn to the northwest, most likely in the vicinity of Lac Sone A8
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a result of the hesvy vegetation which prevails in Leatherneck Squarse
between the 71 and 64 grid lines, it would not be %o difficult to conceal
the movemant of large enemy units through the area from ground or air
obaarvation.

Bhemy forces encountered did not appear to be bent on conducting a
determined defense of the ares, but left security units in place to
break the momentum of attacking rifle companies and inhibit the oap-
ability to conduct physical pursuit. FEnemy mortars and artillery were
employed to deny the attacking forces the use of particulsr avenues of
approach and to delay the advance of friendly units. It was not until
friendly units threstened to seize the ridgelines at YD 172662 that the
enemy employed artillery. Once friendly unite fell back grtillery ceased.
The procedure was repeated when a second attack was launched toward the
BADS ATEA.

The enemy positions were well concealed and would have been overlooked
had it not been for the time alloted for a systematic and deliberate
pagrch of the aream. It is not possible for a Battalion to conduet a
tactical movement and simultanecusly expect the area to be effectively
swept by the maneuver elements, movement must be completed, enemy reslstance
broken and secure patrol bases established before search and destroy
opergtions gre undertaken. As an example, 2 rifle companies required 3
days to uncover the entirety of a bunker complex located vithin a 2,000
meter radius of the patrol base. Not only are search procedures time con-
suming, but the time expended in destroying captured equipment and buniers
mist glso be coneidered.

The bunker storage complex uncovered by Company "M" on 13 May 68
cleerly confirmed the effectiveness of the Arc lights. Evidence left no
question as to the devastating effect of the bombing on such a position.
Fot less than 30 NVA were believed to have been killed and a minumum
of 15 btunkers destroyed. The VA had left behind the most impressive
collection of weepons yet discovered by this unit during Operation
Eantuwo ky.

The organization of enemy positions seemed to be oriented moTe toward
concealment than deliberate defense. Nearly all supply caches and harbor
sites were located in wooded draws and fingers leading to the lowland water-
Hhﬂdﬂ-i

The mpjor portion of the bunkers discovered were constructed as
living bunkers as opposed to fighting positions offering good observat-
ion and fielde of fire. Fighting holes were primarily positioned to
provide security along trails leading to the bunker complexs s and supply
stores, OP's offaring long range observation were manned and on two
ococasions anti-alrcraft weapons were found in or near these Sommanding
pieces of terrain.

The positions and gear accumulated by the enemy clesrly indicated the
buildup occurred over a long pericd of time, perhaps over a ©ne month

pericd.
b. The weather presented special problemas not before encountered with
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by the Battalion while operating in the 9th Marine AO. Movement was held
to a minimum during afternoon hours when temperature rose to a degree
incompatable with effective troop movement. Routes were planned to take
advantege of existing streams and flowing paddy sreas. Heavy vegetated
aregs were gvoided during the hottest part of the day beceuse of the total
lack of ventilation in these sreas. Movemant to the areas to be pearched
was completed prior to firet light and during the esrly morning hours

to take advantage of the cooler tmpuruh:run.

¢. MArtillery support was once again considered to be outst
and contributed much to the succesdful attack launched om 8 May 66 (D+2).

d. Although the effects of air dropped ordnance was unrefutgble,
the delay experienced between the time fixed wing was requested and air
arrived on etation was totally unacceptsble. & more serious conassaquence
vas the faot that the DASC was unable to predict arrival time of fixed
wing on station. The Battalion AID0 was advieed by DASC that even a rough
estimate could not be provided. It ias not possible for a commander to
egtimate the situtation unless he has a basic comcept of fire support
agencies available and the time to be anticipated by requests for support
and delivery of fires. All to often the scheme of maneuver must be based
on the fire support plan which is contrary to the accepted procedurs of
planning fire support around the scheme of maneuver. It is only in this
manner that the commander achives the totsl flexibility to select the
best scheme of meneuver based on the terrain and esnemy situation.

144 Emm‘hiﬂh!-

A That more operations of this nature be conducted in leatherneck
UATE s
e b. That Regiment assign grid coversge deasired, rather than hjectives
leaving maximm latitude to the Battalion Commander to select terrain
and eatablish patrol bases based on the current tactical situation.
Objectivea on a search and destroy mission are best deduced based on a
general guidance at the loweet possible level.

¢. That the frequencies assigned to elther the 2nd Battalion, 26th
Marines or the 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines be changed in order to prevent
future interference of the type discuased in paragraph 11 above.

d. That messages Tequiring desoription such ss TRS not be sent to
a unit vhile moving unleass the intelligence contained therein is pertinent.
It ig difficult to bresk sheckle groups (KAC-PAC) while moving.

e« The effectivences of blocking and ecreening forcee as presently
employed are of negligible value in heavy terrain such as the type
commonly encountered in ares of cperations. In order for a blocking
force to be effective it must cocupy commanding terrain nesr the anti-
cipated point of contact offering good obaservation and accesa to the area
of contact for immediate exploitation. When such terrain cannot be
located the block must be mobile and cperate in elope proximity to the
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maneuver element, blocking sucessive routes of access and esross (stream
beds, defilade, and concealed traile). Blooking foroes have realizmed

merginal success at best and gppesr to be an uneconomical meahs of employ-
ing ground forces.

f. That increased effort be exverted to ensure that resupply
priorities go to the manouver element to afford commanders in the field
greater lagtitude in selecting his courso of action.

g« That an attempt be made to botter keop a maneuver eloment
Informed as to the ourrant otatus of air support requosted.

DONALD C. MARCHEITE
By direction
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M&P: VIETNAM 1;50,000 SPRTES L 7014, SHEET 6442TV

1.

—f—e
D-Day. 6 May 68

€<
g+ Company "M" - Seized Objective #1 and establisghed Petrol Base

b. Company "L" - Seized Objective #2 and estgblished Patrol Base

¢, Company "I" = Seized Regimental Objective "A" and estaeblished
Patrol Basa.
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2. D+

a. Companies "I" and "M" moved to Objective #2.
t. Company "L" seized Objective #3 and established Patrol Base.

S IDn2
a. Company "L" seized Objective #4 and held a defaensive position.
b. Companies "I" and "M" continued the mttack through Objective #4
to seize Objective #5 and establish a night defensive position.
4. D

a. Companies "I# and "M" poiged Regimental Cbjective "D,
b. All companies closed on Regimental Cbjective "F".

5e Di4, D3,
a. All companies continued patrol sctivity from Objective '"FP".

6. D6

a. Compeny "M" secured Objective #7 and established a patrol base.
b. Companies "I" and "L" secured Objective #6 and established a
Battalion (-) strong point patrol base.

Te I = D49,

e UWP;?F "M" conducted a sesrch and destroy operation from Object-
i"ﬂ -
b. Jompanies "I" and "L" conducted search and destroy operations from

Objective #6.
8. D+10
ae All Companies conductod a tectical movement to Objective #8.

9. Ds11

a. Company '"M" conducted a tactical movement to the A-3 Position.
b. Company "I" secured Objective #10 and estsblished a night def-

onasive position.
c. Company "L" secured Objective #9 and established a night def-

ensive position.

10. D#12
a. Companies "I" and "L" returned to A-3 and resumed normal activitiea.

]
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SAMPLE BUNEER COMPLEX
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